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REGIONAL AFFAIRS 


SOVIET ENVOYS’ MEETINGS WITH ARAB LEADERS DISCUSSED 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 6 Sep 86 pp 26-28 
[Article: "What Did Gorbachev's Envoy Say to the Arab Leaders?"] 


[Text] AL-MUSTAQBAL has obtained from a high Arab official a special report 
revealing the facts about the contacts that Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
is currently conducting through two official delegates to the region with 
the leaders of Syria, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Algeria, the PLO, and other Arab 
authorities. The principal goal of these contacts is preparation for "a 
major peace initiative" concerning the Middle East which the Soviet leader- 
ship is getting ready to launch, the first such initiative since Gorbachev 


came to power in the spring of 1985. 


The matter deserves attention not only because the Soviet Union has not 
proposed “a major peace initiative" in the Middle East for many years, but 
also especially since the new initiative is not “mere talk." Indeed, it 
contains "new tangible elements" on the basis of which peace negotiations 
can be set in motion. 


The Soviet leaaership is seeking to obtain the widest possible Arab support 
for this initiative before launching it in the international arena and 
negotiating about it officially with the American administration and other 
interested parties in the Arab-Israeli conflict. 


In this exclusive report, AL-MUSTAQBAL reveals this “major Soviet initia- 
tive" to which Gorbachev attaches special importance. 


During the past 2 weeks, the Soviet leadership has sent to the Middle East 
two high-level envoys who are currently considered to be among the shapers 
of the Soviet Union's policy in the Middle East. 


The first envoy is Vladimir Petrovsky, deputy foreign minister of the 
Soviet Union, who visited Tunisia, Egypt, and Iraq, and held discussions 
with high officials in these three countries, especially with President 
Saddam Husayn [of Iraq], Foreign Minister Dr ‘Ismat "“abd-al-Majid of Egypt, 
General Secretary Chedli Klebi of the Arab League, Foreign Minister Beji 
Caid Essebsi of Tunisia, and a number of Palestinian leaders. 











The second envoy is Yuliy Vorontsov, who also holds the post of Soviet deputy 
foreign minister. During the middle of last week, Vorontsov visited Damascus, 
where he held discussions with President Hafiz al-Asad and Syrian officials. 
Then he travellec co Amman, where he met with King Husayn and Prime Minister 
Zayd al-Rifa'i of Jordan. Afterwards, he returned to Damascus and went from 
there to Algeria, where he held talks with President Chadli Bendjedid and 
high Algerian officials, as well as with Yasir ‘Arafat. It is noteworthy 
that Vladimir Bulyakov, who is responsible for the Middle East desk in the 
Soviet Foreign Ministry, accompanied Furntsov on his tour. Bulyakov is 

known to be the man whom the Soviet leadership has assigned to represent 

his country in American-Soviet talks concerning the Middle East, talks in 
which the American side is represented by Assistant Secretary of State 
Richard Murphy. Vorontsov is considered one of the "rising stars" in the 
Soviet Foreign Ministry. He is close to Gorbachev and was the first to 

begin the “secret dialogue” with Israel during the administration of the 

new Soviet leadership when he was his country's ambassador in Paris. 


In addition to sending these two official envoys, the Soviet leadership 
has carried on contacts with other Arab states and organizations to bring 
them into the picture of its new diplomatic moves. 


AL-MUSTAQBAL has obtained secret minutes of a meeting held between a high 
Arab official and one of these two Soviet envoys. During the meeting, all 
of Moscow's new moves in the Middle East were discussed. According to 

what is contained in these minutes, "the Soviet Union is getting ready to 
embark upon a major diplomatic initiative in the international arena, one 
concerning the Middle East."" The Soviet Union therefore wants “consultation 
and coordination" on the initiative with a number of Arab and Palestinian 
states and organizations concerned in the matter. 


What is the content of this "major Soviet peace initiative"? 


The secret minutes obtained by AL-MUSTAQBAL answer this question. In them, 
it is said literally: "The Soviet Union is now looking for new means to 
bring movement into the frozen situation in the Middle East. This is a 
result of the Soviet Union's practical view of matters. The Soviet Union 
is particularly disturbed by the continual complications of the Middle 

East crisis and by the increasing sharpness of the conflicts and instability 
in the region. The Soviet Union opposes separate settlements because it 

is convinced that they do not serve the cause of comprehensive peace in the 
region, and it continues to support the cause of the Palestinian people. 
This situation has led the Soviet Union to look for new practical ways to 
bring movement into the frozen situation in the Middle East and to work 
toward overcoming the obstacles to holding an international peace conference 
by taking definite steps to prepare for such a conference. Thus the mission 
of the Soviet envoys in a number of Arab countries has come about." 


Preliminary Peace Conference 


But what are these "new practical means" that would be able to bring move- 


ment inte the frozen situation in the Middle East and open the door to the 
commencement of new peace negotiations? 











The secret minutes obtained by AL~MUSTAQBAL reveal that the two Soviet 

envoys who visited Syria, Iraq, Egypt, Jordan, Tunisia, and Algeria presented 
high officials in these countries, as well as Yasir ‘Arafat and Chedli 

Klebi, with details of "the major Soviet peace initiative." According to 
what is stated in the minutes, the initiative is composed of the following 
elements: 


1. The Soviet Union thinks there is a previously unavailable opportunity 
for holding a “preliminary peace conference” on the Middle East to deal 
with various aspects of the Arab-Israeli conflict. 


2. This can be accomplished by convening an emergency meeting of the 
Security Council devoted to discussing the situation in the Middle East 
and possibilities for settling the Arab-Israeli conflict. During this 
meeting, the Soviet Union will work by means of its contacts with member 
mations in the Council on issuing a Security Council resolution calling 
officially for the holding of a preliminary peace conference on the Middle 
East, with the participation of the five permanent council members (the 
United States, the Soviet Union, France, Britain, and China). 


3. At this preliminary conference, which will be held under Security 
Council auspices, all aspects of the Arab-Israeli conflict will be brought 
up, whether these have to do with withdrawals, borders, and the future of 
Jerusalem, or with the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people. 


4. This conference will be held with representatives of all concerned 
parties to the dispute in attendance, including, naturally, representatives 
of the Palestinian people. Through contacts, an understanding will be 
reached on the level of the participants in the conference (participation 
may be at the level of experts). The decisions of this preliminary 
conference would not be binding or final; rather, the conference would 
submit recommendations and proposals about matters that have been discussed 
at an international peace conference to be held at a subsequent stage. 


5. The Soviet Union believes that such a preliminary conference will be 
appropriate for removing the differences that impede the holding of the 
international conference. This preliminary conference will be similar to 
the preliminary conference that preceded the Conference on European Security 
and Cooperation and that met continuously for more than 2 years in Helsinki. 


6. The purpose for holding a preliminary conference on the Middle East 
under the auspices of the Security Council is to provide an opportunity for 
multilateral discussion among the different parties concerned in the Arab- 
Israeli conflict, as well as to create appropriate opportunities for dealing 
with problems in the Middle East region and finding comprehensive solutions 
to them acceptable to all. 


The two Soviet envoys, Petrovsky and Votontsov, discussed the content of 

this Soviet initiative with high Arab and Palestinian officials in the 
countries they visited and recorded the opinions, comments, and observa- 
tions of these officials about the content of the initiative. It was clearly 














evident from what the two Soviet envoys said during their tour that the 
Soviet leadership wants to obtain the widest possible Arab support for its 
new peace initiative before discussing it with the United States and other 
international parties. In this context, the two Soviet envoys informed the 
Arab officials that President Mitterrand was the first Western leader to 
learn of the content of the initiative, having done so during his visit to 
Moscow last July and bis discussions there with Gorbachev, and that the 
French president had expressed his support for the Soviet proposals. 


As a result of this Arab tour, the Soviet leadership obtained support and 
backing for its peace initiative from the various Arab and Palestinian 
parties it contacted. Perhaps the surprise was the official Egyptian support 
for the Soviet initiative. In this connection, Foreign Minister ‘'Ismat 
"Abd-al-Majid of Egypt assured Soviet envoy Petrovsky that the Middle 

East peace process “is not the monopoly" of any country, that the Soviet 
Union cannot be kept out of any peaceful solution to the conflict, and that 
the Egyptian government supports the idea of holding a preliminary inter- 
national peace conference in which all interested parties, including the 

PLO and the Soviet Union, would participate. It is noteworthy that a 

few days before the Soviet envoy'’s visit to Cairo, Dr Usamah al-Baz, 
President Mubarak's adviser for political affairs, delivered a press statement 
in which he said: “It is in the Arabs’ interest for the Soviet Union to 
participate in a possible international conference on the Middle East." 


Stopping the Gulf War First 


After obtaining this Arab support, the Soviet peace initiative will move 
into its second phase, the phase of discussion with the American adminis- 
tration preparatory to calling for the convocation of an emergency session 
of the Security Council to begin preparation for the "preliminary peace 
conference." In this area, the secret minutes reveal that during their 
tour the two Soviet envoys assured the Arab and Palestinian officials of 
the following two things (in these exact words): 


--"The Soviet Union believes that efforts to extricate the Middle East 
problem fion its impasse cannot be separated from the efforts that must be 
exerted to cleanse international relations." This means that the Soviet 
leadership intends to bring up the Middle East crisis in any negotations 
with the United States. 


--"The Soviet Union is certain to take Arab interests into consideration, 
whether in its preliminary talks with the United States on regional conflicts 
before the 19 September meeting in New York between American Secretary of 
State George Shultz and Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevard-nadze, or 


during the coming summit between President Reagan and Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev." 


In addition to the subject of "the new peace initiative," the regional tour 
of the two Soviet envoys dealt with the following principal problems: 


i. The situation in the Palestinian arena: The two Soviet envoys empha- 
sized the need for “unifying the Palestinian position" and for achieving 





“Palestinian national reconciliation," to be given sanction at an emergency 


meeting of the Palestine National Council in Algeria. In the view of the 
Soviet side, unification of the Palestinian position is necessary and fun- 
damental to the commencement of any new peace moves aimed at solving the 
Palestinian problem and the Arab-Israeli conflict. 


2. The Iraq-Iran war and its possibl<c developments: In its talks with 
Arab officials, the Soviet side states (in these exact terms) that, "the 
problem of stopping the Gulf war is currently a Soviet policy priority 

in the region. The Soviet Union strongly opposes this war and insists 

on the need to end it." In the course of these talks, the Soviet side 
informed Arab officials that there are now consultations between 
Washington and Moscow on creating a joint formula containing “practical 
means" to end this war. During the tour, the two Soviet envoys were eager 
to listen to each Arab official's point of view about the war and how to 
end it. 


3. The Soviet Union is eager to keep the Arab side informed of the results 
of last month's Helsinki meetings between the Soviets and the Israelis. On 
this subject, the two Soviet envoys said: “The Soviet-Israeli talks in 
Helsinki were purely technical and at the level of department heads. They 
were limited to the discussion of Soviet real estate holdings in Israel. 
The Soviet side ended the talks when Israel wanted to turn them into a 
propaganda show and tried to interfere in Soviet internal affairs by bring- 
ing wp the questions of Soviet Jewish emigration." 


4. The Lebanese problem received special consideration during Soviet envoy 
Furntsov's talks in Damascus. The Soviet side stated that solving the 
Lebanese problem will greatly aid the achievement of detente and peace in 
the Middle East. 


These are the real aims of the tour of the two Soviet envoys in the Arab 
region. Of course, the tour's "tangible results” and whether an inter- 
national agreement will be reached on holding a preliminary Middle East 
peace conference will become clear only after the Shultz-Shevardnadze 
talks. 


However, this tour by the two Soviet envoys has set the Middle East situa- 

tion in motion and cpened the door to new Arab-Arab and Arab-Palestinian ’ 
contacts. It also induced American Assistant Secretary of State Richard 

Murphy, who is responsible for the Middle East desk in the American State 

Department, to begin a surprise new tour of the region at the beginning 

of this week, a tour that is to include a number of countries. 


12937/12828 
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REGIONAL AFFAIRS 


SUBDUED NATURE OF ARAB MAGHREB OPPOSITION DISCUSSED 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 25 Aug 86 pp 18-19 


[Article by Mustafa al-'Alawi: "What Has Become of Opposition in The Arab 
Maghreb? Ben Bella Dissociates Himself from Islamic Extremists"] 


[Text] In recent months many serious developments emerged in the arena of the 
three Arab Maghreb countries-- Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia--that were 
virtually ignored by the opposition. Opposition forces, for instance, did not 
call for mass demonstrations to protest the arrest of union leader al-Habib 
‘Ashur or the American raid on Libya, save for a small march organized by 
Tunisian opposition forces. 


Opposition forces in these three countries did not incite the masses to g? out 
in massive demonstrations condemning Shimon Peres' visit to Morocco. Even the 
arrest of Mr Ahmed Mestiri, leader of the Tunisian Democratic Socialists 
Movement, who was imprisoned for several weeks before he was released and put 
under house arrest, was almost brushed aside were it not for a campaign 
certain Arab personalities waged on his behalf. 


Mohamed Mzali's removal from the premiership passed without a statement by any 
movement in Arab Maghreb countries. 


Is the opposition phenomenon in Arab Maghreb countries on the wane or does 
this judgment constitute an overstatement? 


Or is it that opposition forces in these three countries have changed their 
tactics in dealing with the regimes or in attaining power? 


Last but not least, has the concept of building the Arab Maghreb regressed so 
far as to render opposition forces "regional™ or "isolationist" or are 
societal developments within these three countries, on the one hand, and some 
opposition leaders’ credibility gap, particularly those in power who assumed 
responsibilities before they were removed, on the other hand, among the 
factors that have generated this kind of opposition that has gone nowhere in 
the last 2 years and is incapable of keeping up with events or of embodying 
aspirations? 


The answer to these questions requires exhaustive scientific studies for it is 
presumptious to rule for or against opposition forces in the Arab Maghreb 











countries in light of the circumstantial difficulties they are experiencing 
without taking into consideration the political, economic and social 
circumstances the Arab Maghreb region is now experiencing. 


Our correspondent in Morocco tries through this report to examine what he 
called "the waning opposition phenomenon in the Arab Maghreb countries." 
AL-DUSTUR welcomes any serious contribution to this subject. 


Several months ago an expatriate magazine ran ads for several weeks promising 
to publish the memoirs of a Moroccan opposition figure who has spent long 
years away from his country, at times as the guest of Syria and, at other 
times, as the honored guest of Iran or Libya or Algeria. That is why Moroccan 
readers were increasingly anxious to obtain this magazine, even if it meant 
smuggling in photocopies, a widespread practice nowadays among those Moroccans 
who are concerned with their country's affairs. 


This magazine, however, by a divine power, failed to publish the memoirs and 
did not apologize for this failure. 


This example is not unique in the world of journalism. Ever since world 
advisors wrote a new "nrescription" for coutries afflictea with the opposition 
disease, opposition fcrces of various colors became less visible than before. 
Indeed, their enemies scornfully said that they must have been committing 
Suicide the way French author Albert Camus' mice did in the story "The 
Plague." 


Recent events in the Arab arena and the Middle East crisis, as well as_ the 
utter confusion between east and west, indicate that something called the 
opposition has become quite rare in the Arab Maghreb region and it is not too 
much to conclude that opposition is fading in this part of the world or has 
become less inclined to manifest itself. 


Indeed, some taunters say that certain fierce opposition elements who used to 
cause regimes to lose sleep are now meekly and benevolently eating out of the 
hands that used to flog them only a few years ago. Another group of this 
opposition eats from the same hand, only between four walls in iron bar homes. 


Thus chance has united the leaders of the opposition in the Arab Maghreb after 
time failed to unite its regions. 


Mestiri, Ben Amran and Bou Abid 


It is certain, therefore, that whereas Arab Maghreb leaders are suffering 
certain material difficulties and circumstantial crises, they are now free of 
that headache that used to rob them of sleep, namely the opposition. It isa 
transformation that has spared them many hardships. 


The arrest of Mestiri, leader of the Movement of Tunisian Democrats, for 
example, did not spur a single Tunisian to go to the street to protest. 
Indeed, suppose that going to the streets during the Mzali era was 








impossible, not one Arab or international news agency reported any solidarity 
protest by opposition movements in other Arab Maghreb countries. 


This means that solidarity among opposition movements or what is left of them 
in the Arab Maghreb is non-existent, were it not patently clear that those 
movements do not wish to declare their solidarity with "the comrades in 
struggle" so as not to cause their regimes any discomfort or breach the 
undeclared agreement between the opposition and the regimes. 


We are, therefore, a long way from talking about something called the "left" 
now that such glowing terms as "rejection, struggle and fighting" have 
disappeared from Arab Maghreb dictionaries. Hence, we are forced to 
acknowledge the efficacy of the magic "prescription" that has compelled the 
region to go through a phase of indifference and inaction whereby any reaction 
by any opposition cadre can only throw cold water on the situation. 


As in Tunis where the Unionists Movement under the leadership of Achour came 
together with the politicians under the leadership of Mestiri on the rejection 
level, not their rejection of disalogue but rather the regime's refusal to 
deal with them, we find a Moroccan movement shuddering over the regression of 
the first opposition party, the Socialist Union, a movement led by attorney 
Abdelrahmane Ben Amran who challenged the legitimacy of the Union's politburo 
and its right to run the Rabat chapters. The fastidious attorney was arrested 
and served a jail sentence, but when he was recently released from jail, he 
found that the situation had not changed at all. Indeed, instead of the 
probabilities he used to advocate about the Ben Amran movement replacing the 
Union as the opposition if the Union joined the government, it has become 
apparent nowadays that the higher authorities may have asked Ben Amran to 
choose between joining the "legitimate" Union's ranks or fade into oblivion. 
Therefore, silence is better. Is the situation in Algeria better than in 
Tunisia or Morocco? 


The status of Algerian opposition is a carbon copy of opposition in the other 
Arab Maghreb countries, save for the Jamahiriyah which has officially 
proclaimed through the mass media the need to liquidate the opposition. 


Algerian opposition is indistinguishable from other oppositions in Morocco and 
Tunisia except for those activities it undertakes outside Algerian boundaries 
which are not coordinated with what is left of Moroccan and Tunisian 
opposition elements living abroad. These elements are divided into factions 
that maintain secret contacts with their regimes, factions unable to forego 
their material interests and opposition factions loyal to their principles and 
that prefer the hard life of exile. 


In Algeria, although the Algerian government has set for all Algerian 
opposition elements abroad a date for returning to Algeria on the occasion of 
the 1 November 1984 celebrations, proclaiming a general amnesty, only a small 
group led by former foreign minister Abdalaziz Bouteflika took advantage of 
this offer. 


One year after this date, however, in December 1985 to be exact, a major 
miracle occurred in the Algerian opposition framework. 





The two bitter enemies, Ahmad Ben Bella and Hocine Ait Ahmed, reconciled and 
organized a unified political organization. To understand the significance of 
the enmity between the two men, it is necessary to examine the circumstances 
that developed between these two men who used to be comrades in struggie and 
were imprisoned in France in 1956 after being abducted from the plane which 
was flying them from Rabat to Tunis in the company of other Algerian leaders. 


When the dreams of the revolution were realized and Algeria attained its 
independence, Ait Ahmed, an author of the revolution, tried during his tenure 
as minister of state to found a political movement with regional Berber 
tendencies, the Socialist Forces Front, a move rejected by chief of state 
Ahmed Ben Bella who ordered the arrest and incarceration of his friend and 
comrade. 


Ait Ahmed was in jail when Colonel Boumediene overthrew President Ahmed Ben 
Bella during the June 1985 movement. The new regime came with resplendent 
Slogans covering several aspects of Algerian existence. President Boumediene, 
however, preferred to keep Ait Ahmed in prison with former president Ben 
Bella. 


In jail as in exile in Europe, the two Algerian politicians, Ahmed Ben Bella 
and Hocine Ait Ahmed, had different styles but they reached an agreement in 
London in 1985. 


Those familiar with the Algerian political situation and acquainted with 
reactions that accompanied the new alliance between Ahmed Ben Bella and Hocine 
Ait Ahmed (see AL-DUSTUR No 403) do not doubt this movement's strength, 
bearing in mind the large number of supporters in Europe due to the massive 
Algerian presence in exile. 


However, following discussions about the creation of "armed forces," "domestic 
organizations" and movements in Tizi-Ouzou University, the miracle occurred 
and the "Movement for the Sake of Democracy" in Algeria engaged in a kind of 
self-criticism reminiscent of the Japanese hari-kari with the full knowledge 
of the Algerian regime which they pledged to overthrow. 


The magic "prescription" did to Algerian opposition what it had done to its 
Tunisian and Moroccan counterparts. In the first week of last July, Ahmed Ben 
Bella had a communique published in LE JOURNAL DE GENEVE sent to the Swiss 
newspapers on his behalf by his movement's representative in Spain, Mr Mohamed 
Ben Haj. 


The first paragraph of the communique said: 


"President Ahmed Ben Bella rejects all forms of violence aimed at overthrowing 
the Algerian regime or at bringing democracy to the Algerian people. The 
Algerian opposition--the Ben Bella communique says--is betting on patience and 
falling oil prices. We are forming frameworks that will patiently exhaust 
future democracy, regardless of how much time this will require." 








This valuable gift the Algerian opposition has offered the Algerian regime is 
matched only by the latter's satisfaction with this respite which Ben Bella 
has estimated at 2 to 3 years. "We would rather create one experienced man 
rather than ten gangs in Algeria. Even in the tribes we preferred to 
relinquish all means of armed resistance because violence can only bolster the 
military rule in Algeria." 


To dispel all doubts and skepticism about "good intentions" and "honorable 
relinquishment," Mr Ben Bella washed his hands of any other opposition tactics 
spread nowadays by extremists. He declared to the Swiss newspaper his 
dissociation from all so-called Islamic extremist tendencies: 


"We deny any connection with Islamic extremism. Our Movement for the Sake of 
Democracy is basically opposed to this option." 


The political representative of Ahmed Ben Bella's ally in London, Hocine Ait 
Ahmed, is attorney Ali Messili, hit the same note in a press conference held 
in Spain: 


"If Hocine Ait Ahmed is so western and so modern that he cannot follow behind 
extremist religious calls and if Algerians today are turning to mosques in a 
big way, they are thus running away from their circumstances which have driven 
them to despair exactly like all those desparate people who would rather die 
than face their tragic reality." 


What magic hands passed over the Algerian opposition's rifles, turning them 
into white handerchiefs and reconciling the Moroccan opposition parties in a 
gilded cage? 


Algerian politician Hocine Ait Ahmed answered these questions and explained 
the true essence of the "magic prescription." His interview with the Parisian 
newspaper, JEUNE AFRIQUE, was inclusive as though he was talking in the name 
of all Arab Maghreb oppositions: "First, the Algerians must be yanked out of 
their resignation and mobilized to assume their responsibilities and assert 
their right to exercise their rights. Neither I nor Ahmed Ben Bella can be a 
substitute, anyhow." 


Is this not a major transformation and a change? 

Hocine Ait Ahmed replies: 

"The Algerian people are preoccupied with makin; a living and with problems, 
crises and shortages. Every citizen is concerned with himself, each one for 


himself." 


So why does not Hocine Ait Ahmed return to Algeria like other opposition 
elements in the Arab Maghreb? 


Ait Ahmed's reply to this possibility is: 


"Whereas Mestiri in Tunis and 'Abd-al-Rahim BuUbayd in Morocco have been able 
to assert their presence (...) domestically after the high prices they had to 
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pay (...), this is not possible in Algeria, the country that has no game rules 
or flexibility and where all doors are shut and the reigning rule is silence 
or jail." 


It is very strange that Algerian opposition leaders should resort to silence 
outside Algeria and stranger still that they should get on the silent 
bandwagon while outside Algeria. 


The only other possibility to justify this situation is the existence of other 
factors unknown to us, like those mentioned by Hocine Ait Ahmed in his 
interview when he commented on the situation of the opposition in the 4th 
country of the Arab Maghreb, the Libyan Jamahiriyah, saying: "I feel no 
Sympathy for the al-Qadhdhafi regime just as I do not sympathize with any 
regime based on the violation of human liberty." 
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SUDAN 


CHANGE IN MILITARY LEADERSHIP REPORTED 
Khartoum HERITAGE in English 13 Sep 86 p 2 
[Article by Alfred Logune Taban] 


[Text] There has been a major change in the country's top military brass 
which included the retirement of two Generals and three Lt. Generals. 


The Supreme Council of State, acting on the advice of the Prime Minister 

Sadig el Mahdi, who is also the Minister of Defence, on Thursday evening 
pensioned off the commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces General (PSC) Taj el 
Din Abdalla Fadul: General (PSC) Mohamed Tawfik Khalil, the Chief of Staff; 
Lt. General Omer Babiker Zaroug, the deputy Chief of Staff for operations; 

Lt General Ali Ali Salih, the Deputy Chief of Staff for supplies and logistics 
and Lt. General Mohamed El Sayed Karar, the Deputy Chief of Staff for 
Administration. 


The council also appointed Major General (PSC) Fawzi Ahmed el Faadil as the 
acting Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces. There were few public reaction 
to the changes. Changes in the top leadership of the Army is a common thing 
in the developing countries, one Army Officer recently told the writer. 


The main reason for a reshuffle in the Army's top hierarchy is usually to 
open up room for the promotion of younger and more active officers and avoid 
frustration in the lower ranks of the army. 


During Nimeri's time, a General was rarely allowed to stay for more than 2 
years in his position, a Lt. General 3 years and a Major General 4 years. 

An Officer had either to move up or move out. Also, it is a normal thing in 
the army to redeploy man-power and see whether an officer or a soldier will 
have acquire new initiatives in another position, although this particular 
change went further than that. 


The Prime Minister said very little about the reasons behind the changes but 
it was clear in his televised statement on Thursday that he was not happy 
about the performance of the leadership in the Army. He said that he was 
sorry for dismissing the Generals but added that there were circumstances 
that impeded the top Army brass from executing their responsibilities 
efficiently. He did not elaborate. “Four more appointments are expected 








to be made; Major General (PSC) Abdel Azim Sadig is to become Chief of 
Staff; Major General (PSC) Sir Mohamed Ahmed, Deputy Chief of Staff for 
operations; Major General (PSC) Faisal Mansour Shawis, Deputy Chief of 
Staff for Administration; Major General (PSC) Muatasim el Sarrag, Deputy 
Chief of Staff for Supplies. 


In a related development Prime Minister Sadig el Mahdi said a comprehensive 
programme for strengthening the Army has been devised and will be tabled 
before the next meeting of the Army Commanders for further study. 


He also lashed out at the SPLA leader Colonel Dr John Garang accusing him of 
undermining national unity. He also accused Garang of leading a racist and 
tribalistic movement. 
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AL-MAHDI WARNS FOREIGNERS SUPPORTING REBELLION 


Khartoun SUDAN TIMES in English 16 Sep 86 p 1 


[Text] 





THE PRIME MINISTER SAYED SADIG EL MAHDI 
WARNED AGAINST NEGLECT OF AGRICULTURE AND 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN ATTITUDE OF DEPENDEN- | 
CY ON RELIEF AID. HE WAS SPEAKING AT THE INAU- 
GURATION OF SINJIKAYA BRIDGE IN KORDOFAN | 
DURING HIS SHORT VISIT TO THE PROVINCE. RE- 
FERRING TO THE SOUTHERN SUDAN CONFLICT HE 
SAID THAT FOREIGN CONSPIRATORS WERE TRYING 
TO DESTABILISE THE SUDAN AND THAT IF THEY DO 
NOT DESIST SUDAN WILL RETALIATE IN THE SAME 


MANNER. 
Sayed Sadig said this a 


‘rainy season was better than 
‘any in recent years and so was 


the area under crop. It was 
now to farmers to crown this 
with record crop. This needs 
concerted efforts during the 
harvest season. Crops were 
facing two problems: one was 
the danger from pests and in 
sects and the government is 
attending to it, the second is 
shortage of manpower, This 
is due to the fact that farmers 
who developed an attitude of 
dependence on tree relief aid 
do not want to work. He 
warned against this danger 
and called to them to work 
hard. 

Tuming to the Southern 
problem he accused foreign 


elements of conspiring against 
the Sudan by supporting 
armed rebellion. If they do 
not desist the Sudan will 
reciprocate . he said. 


Those who carried anns in 
the Sudan.have raised three 
points: Religious Prejudice, 
uneven development and eth- 
nic imequalities. We have 
agreed that all religious creeds 
must live in harmony. that the 
civil nght and the human right 
of non muslims must be pro- 


‘tected and guaranteed. that 


the Sudan is for all the Suda- 
nese irrespective of their reli- 
gion or ethnic background and 
they are equal. We have also 
agreed that special considera- 
tion be given to the less deve- 
loped areas to remove all eco 
nomic disparity. All this was 
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to be discussed in national 
Constitutional Conference 
representing all shades of 
opinion. If the movement was 
genuine there remains no rea- 
son to carrv arms. If they 
insist on doing so they must 
be challenged and restrained. 

He lashed at foreign cons 
pirators who do not want to 
see a democratic prosperous 
and strong Sudan and were 
therefore aiding and abetting 
rebellion. If they do not 
desist Sudan. will reciprocate, 
he warned. 
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SUDAN 


REASONS FOR SUSPENDING AL-AYYAM, AL-SAHAFAH EXAMINED 
Al-Shariqah AL-KHALIJ in Arabic 8 Sep 86 p 12 


[Article: "Sudanese Minister of Information: ‘These Are the Full Reasons 
for Closing AL-AYYAM and AL-SAHAFAH'"] 


[Text] The decision of the Sudanese government, through the Ministry of 
Culture and Information, to suspend the publication of the newspapers 
AL-AYYAN and AL-SAHAFAH last month has drawn widespread reactions, 
especially in the circles of Sudanese journalists. A number of them marched 
in protest at the time to the Sudanese Ruling Council, which led to their 
arrest and subsequent release. On the subject of the closing of the two 
newspapers and the reasons inspiring it, Muhammad Tawfiq Ahmad, the minister 
of culture and information, says: "When the Sudanese press was nationalized 
in August 1970, the newspapers AL-AYYAM and AL-SAHAFAH were allowed to 
continue, though without defining the agency under they would be. Neither 
the Socialist Union nor the Ministry of Culture and Information recognized 
them. The two newspapers fluctuated between the ministry and the Socialist 
Union, accoraing to the government's need to exploit them to propagandize 
for the one party and the one man. When the uprising came, the transitional 
cabinet issued a political decree removing the editors-in-chief of both 
newspapers and appointed two other men to be responsible for managing and 
editing them. After the transitional period ended, both men resigned. 

[The government] therefore appointed two deputy editors-in-chief and two 
chairmen of the managing board." 


In an interview given to the Kuwaiti newspaper AL-WATAN, the minister 
adds: “During the transition period, it was the desire of the workers at 
the two newspapers to turn them into companies in which they would own 

25 percent of the shares, but the government made no decision on the matter. 
Then the two newspapers named themselves ‘national’ newspapers. I do not 
know in what sense they meant ‘national.’ There is a difference between 

a national newspaper and a regional one, but under a democratic 
administration newspapers are either party-affiliated or independent. 

The two newspapers were called government newspapers because there were 
government employees at both of them, but both newspapers were independent 
by virtue of some individuals. At AL-AYYAM, a struggle took place between 
the editorial staff and management. The editors asked for the dismissal 
of the deputy chairman of the board and for the formation of a company 5l 
percent of whose shares they demanded for workers. Until such a company 
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could be formed, they demanded a temporary managing board. They demanded 
that the managing board should be 50 percent workers and that the newspaper 
should be named QAWMIYAH [NATIONAL]. This would be a serious error, for 

it would suggest to many people in the Arab world and in the world at large 
that these newspapers speak for the government, and this would cause very 
great confusion between the Sudan and neighboring countries. I therefore 
thought it best to suspend the publication of the two newspapers for a 
period during which their fate will be decided after consultation with the 
prime minister. A committee has been formed under the chairmanship of the 
[chief] judge of the Supreme Court to review the cases of the two publishing 
houses." 


He said that there is no journalists’ union in the Sudan. The union that 
used to be made up of journalists from the newspapers AL-AYYAM and 
AL-SAHAFAH and from the Sudanese News Agency has suspended its activity. 
All organizations now existing in the Sudan are provisional organizations. 
There are now 16 newspapers in the Sudan, and they cannot be represented 
by those who used to make up the union during the Numayri administration. 


12937/12828 
CSO: 4504/413 
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SUDAN 


FINANCE MINISTER'S COMMENTS ON PROJECTED BUDGET REPORTED 
Khartoum AL-MAYDAN in Arabic 28 Aug 86 p l 


[Text] According to initial figures for the projected new budget for the 
fiscal year beginning the coming 30 September (9 months), the development 
budget amounts to about 1 billion Sudanese pounds. (It had been 638 
million pounds in the budget of the transitional government--also 9 months.) 
As the minister of finance said yesterday, the development budget attempts 
to promote regionally balanced development, avert the effects of drought 
and desertification, and devote attention to the most backward areas. 


In statements to the journalists, the minister added that the budget for 
regional development, one of the budget's six sections, concentrates 
largely on rural water and on the health and education sectors, in such a 
way that it has covered all the needs that the regions had asked for in 
their budgets. It has also included the full construction of all service 
installations in towns (hospitals, schools, storehouses, vehicles, offices, 
etc.) and has provided for the transportation and power sectors. 


A principal feature of the general budzet is its lack of any increase in 
taxes. Self-produced general revenues are estimated at 2.665 billion 
[Sudanese] pounds, ani total general spending at 4.942,3 billion pounds, 
giving an initial deficit of 2.276,9 billion pounds. The deficit is to be 
financed as follows: 1.952 billion in commodity loans, monetary grants, 
and the funding of development projects after the Arab funds lift their 
ban on the funding of these projects (686 million). Thus, the uncovered 
deficit comes to 90 million pounds; in the transitional budget it had 

been 879 million [pounds]. 


The minister pointed out that all these figures are subject to review, 
since they will be submitted to the ministers of the economic sector for 
scrutiny and then will be presented to the cabinet, preliminary to 

their submission to the Constituent Assembly on the coming 15 September. 


12937/12828 
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TRADE AGREEMENT SIGNED WITH USSR 


Khartoum SUDAN TIMES in English 15 Sep 86 p 1 


[Text ] 


/13046 
CSO: 


cotton sesame. 


The Ministry of Comm- 
erce delegation which conduc- 
ted trade talks with the 
Soviet Union returned to 
Khartoum after signing a trade 
protocol between the two 
countries to the value of 50 
million dollars. The delegation 
was headed by Sayed Omer El 
Mubarak, Under Secretary of 
the Ministry of Commerce. 


According to the agree 
ment reached between the two 
countries Sudan will export 
to the Soviet Union goods 
worth 25 million dollars and 
import Soviet goods of the 
same value. 

Sudan’s exports to the 
Soviet Union will mainly be 
millet and 
its imports will be sugar, 
building materials, cement, 
timber, steel, textiles, liquid 
gas and gas cylinders. 

A delegation of Soviet 
technicians vill visit the 
Sudan next n.onth to study 
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the possibility of rehabili- 


tating industries initially 
established by the Soviets 
two decades ago. 


Most of these industries 
are food canning such as the 


Babanousa powder milk 
factory, the Kassala onion 
dehydration plant, and 


Fruit canning plants in Wau 
and Kassala, grain silos in 
Port Sudan and Gedarif. 

The Soviet Union is also 
expected to upgrade Soba 
Hospital and Soba Veterr 
nary laboratories, both 
built with Soviet aid. 

New projects will also 
be subject of discussion 
between the two countries 
when the Soviet delegation 
arrives next month. 

Meanwhile, agreement 
has .been reached in principle 
that the Soviet Union provide 
the Sudan with commodity 
aid, details of which will 
be determined later. 


SUDAN 











SUDAN 


BRIEFS 


INTERIOR MINISTER ON SECURITY SITUATICN--The Minister of Interior, Sayed Sid 
Ahmed El Hussein in an interview with Al Usbu confirmed that some members of 
the Messeria tribe in Western Sudan have been kidnapped by SPLA rebels and 
that the security forces are trying to release them. They were also taking 
precautions against armed attacks in the area, and chasing rebels. The 
Minister claimed that the security situation in the province has improved 
greatly. The police force needs strengthening and a plan for short term 
improvements has been worked out and they are preparing a long term action 
plan as well he said. [Text] [Khartoum SUDAN TIMES in English 16 Sep 86 p 2] 
/13046 


POW RELEASE PLANNED--The Iranian Government is expected to release within a 
few week about forty Sudanese prisoners of war. The Sudanese, all of whom 
were volunteers in the Iraqi army, were taken prisoner during the Gulf war. 
Sudan has been trying to obtain their release for some time now but agreement 
in principle was reached during the recent visit of the Minister of Energy to 
Teheran. [Text] [Khartoum SUDAN TIMES in English 14 Sep 86 p 1} /13046 
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JORDAN 


FRG INVOLVEMENT IN EXPANSION OF ELECTRICITY NETWORK DESCRIBED 


Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ZETTUNG/BLICK DURCH DIE WIRTSCHAFT in German 21 Aug 
86 p 2 


[Unattributed article: "Jordan Invests Heavily in Expansion of Electrical 
Power Production: To Be Sure, the FRG Is Providing Considerable Assistance" ] 


[Text] Corsumption of electrical energy in Jordan has recently continued to 
increase. Consumption increased in the first nine months of 1985 by about 6.4 
percent to 1,596.5 kilowatt-hours as compared with the same period during the 
previous year. In 1984, the rate of increase as compared with 1983 was 15.7 
percent. In order to meet the future eneroy needs of the country, the thermal 
power station near the port city of Aqaba is being especially expanded. JEA, 
the Jordan Electricity Authority in Amman, intends to spend some 12 million 
Jordanian dinars (1 dinar = c. DM 6.58) during the course of the new, third 5- 
Year Plan for the electrification of about 280 rural localities. High-tension 
lines and transformer stations are being constructed for the distribution of 
electrical power. 


for 1986, the FRG granted Jordan financial assistance amounting to DM 35 
million, to which will be added an additional DM 45 million which have been 
reallocated from earlier pledges. DM 70 million of these funds are intended 
to be used for the financing of the second expansion stage of the thermal 
power station near Aqaba, for which overall investment costs are expected to 
run to about $260 million. The contract for the planning of the second 
expansion stage, which is to include two blocks (130 megawatts each), was 
awarded to the American firm Charles T. Main of Boston in the spring of 1986. 
The new blocks can be fired with both oil and coal. 


The first expansion stage of the thermal power plant is expected to become 
operational this year. This also includes two blocks with an installed 
capacity of 130 megawatts each. The first expansion stage required 
investments amounting to $189 million, with the World Bank participating to 
the tune of $35 million and additional participation from Great Britain, 
Italy, the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development (KFAED), the Islamic 
Development Bank, the OPEC Fund for International Development and the Saudi 
Fund for Development. The FRG granted a loan of DM 9.5 million. From the 
German side, Brown, Boveri & Cie. AG (BBC), Mannheim, was involved in the 
outfitting of the first expansion stage. The firm was awarded a contract 
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amounting to 2.8 million Jordanian dinars for the delivery and installation of 
the master control circuitry. 


Jordan's second-largest thermal power plant is located in Zerga. The King 
Hussein Power Station recently received an eighth block (66 megawatts), so 
that the present total installed capacity is 396 megawatts. All in all, there 
are now four blocks with 33 megawatts each and four blocks with 66 megawatts 
each. The general contractor in this project was a Japanese company, C. Itoh 
and Company Ltd., for which the contracted value was given at 15 million 
Jordanian dinars. 


At the beginning of June 1986, construction was completed on a 400 kilovolt 
(kV) overhead power line. The double line, which for the present time will 
only be used with a voltage of 132 kV, covers a distance of 325 km from Aqaba 
to the capital city of Amman. The full utilization of capacity with 432 kV is 
to be carried out at the end of 1988, with completion of the second expansion 
stage of the thermal power station near Aqaba. The British firm Balfour 
Beatty Ltd., Thornton Heath, Surrey, a member of the BICC group, was awarded 
the contract amounting to 19 million pounds sterling for the construction of 
the power line. The Austrian firm "Vereinigte Metallwerke Ranshofen-Berndorf 
AG" (VMW) of Ranshofen in Upper Austria bocked a contract valued at 5 million 
Jordanian dinars for supplying the necessary cable. 


The Jordan Elect. . _.” Authority (JEA) recently requested the British Ewbank 
Preece Consulting Group to undertake engineering consulting for the first 400 
kV transformer station at the end of the overhead power line Aqaba-Amman. 
This is to be linked to the 132 kV transformer station in the south of Amman 
and is to be the electricity distribution center for the capital. The Ewbank 
Preece Consulting Group had previously carried out engineering consulting for 
the construction of the 400 kV overhead power line between Agaba and Amman. 
The new transformer station will constitute an important component in the 
national integrated power grid, which is to be in place by 1990. 


The British firm of Hawker Siddeley Power Engineering booked a contract from 
the Jordan Electricity Authority in the fall of 1985, which amounted to 1.5 
million pounds sterling, for the delivery of master control circuitry and 
related equipment for the two transformer stations (132/32 kV) in Zerga and 
Rehab. This is intended to improve the power supply of the distribution 
network of the Irbid District Electricity Company (IDECO) in the north of the 
country, within the framework of the national power grid. 


In the spring of 1986, the Jordan Electricity Authority requested 
international bids for the delivery of master control circuitry, transformers, 
insulators, electrical poles and cables, which are needed for the power supply 
of the new radio transmitter Qasr El Kharrana, which is located some 50 km 
east of Amman. The above-mentioned BBC was entrusted with the supply of both 
long wave and medium wave antenna systems as well as several short wave 
antennae, which are to be operational by August 1988. The value of this 
contract for the Mannheim company amounts to DM 28 million. The Swiss parent 
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company, BBC Baden, is supplying the transmitters with all necessary 
installations as well as the diesel generating station at a total cost of IM 
72 million. 


In view of the electrification of the country, the Jordan Electricity 
Authority, together with the public utilities Jordan Electric Power Company 
(JEPCO) and Irbid District Electricity Company (IDECO) have greatly expanded 
the distribution network. By the end of 1985, 558 towns with 981,000 
inhabitants had been connected to the power lines. During the course of the 
first 5-Year Plan 1976-1980, the JEA invested about 10 million dinars in the 
electrification of rural areas; in the second 5-Year Plan (1981-1985), this 
figure was 26 million dinars. As a result, 93 percent of the rural population 
had been supplied with electrical power by the end of 1985. 
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LEBANON 


HASHIM ON NATIONAL DIALOGUE, RESOLUTION 425, UNIFIL 
Beirut MONDAY MORNING in English 15-21 Sep 86 pp 14-16 
[Article by Nadim el-Hachen] 


[Text ] | 

Minister Joseph Hashem, who nas 
been mandated to work on the 
formulation of a new national pact 
together with Minister Salim Hoss, told 
Monday Moming there were «two, at 
most three points» on which he and 
Hoss differed, and that these points are 
related to «essential issues,» which he 
declined to name. «However», he said, 
«if general terms are at the root of the 
differences, then the very expansive 


Hashem "corrected" our reporter's question about the obstacles hindering 
implementation of the "decision" taken by the dialogue committee concerning 
the closure of the illegal ports, saying neither the dialogue committee 

nor the government had a right to "decide." 


"We met as a dialogue committee with absolutely no right to make decisions... 
What we agreed upon confirmed a previous decision adopted by the cabinet. 

As to the means of implementation, these will become available when the state 
spreads its authority over its territory. This is the essential practical 
solution we are circling but shying away from," he admitted. 


Asked to comment on Minister Nabih Berri's statement that the current 
efforts are like cooking a "pebble broth" (brewing an inedible concoction) , 
Hashem said: "If recognizing the uncontested is a pebble broth, then let it 
be so. We are not ready to brew a water broth simply to facilitate matters 
at the expense of essential issues relating to the sovereignty of Lebanon 
and unity of its land." 





Following is a translation of the interview, which was conducted in Arabic: 





Hashem Interview 


Independence and the 1943 National Pact reflected the will of the 
majority of the Lebanese at that time. Do you think those working 
on the formulation of a new pact now also represent the majority of 
the Lebanese? 


I think there is a great similarity between the two historical positions. 
Those currently working on the formulation of the new pact undoubtedly 
represent the major Lebanese factions. If they agree, I think they will 
be able to formulate a new pact that complies with the numerous data, 
developments, considerations prevailing in Lebanon in these historic circun- 
stances. I shall not hide from you that behind every participant in the 
dialogue sessions held at the racetrack stands a regional or international 
negotiator. So unless the way is properly paved for an agreement between 
the Lebanese participants, I believe a lot of obstacles and hindrances 
will soon appear. However, if the Lebanese can overcome these obstacles, 
they will be able to cover much ground through the dialogue sessions. 


Is it true that every Lebanese faction is awaiting regional or 
international circumstances that would work in its favor, and that 
all these factions are seeking now is no more than a truce? 


I can speak in the name of the faction I represent and affirm that this 
faction is not concerned with such developments. It is a very eager faction, 
very confident and very sincere in its desire to contribute to a solution 

to the complex Lebanese situation. I also think that all the other factions 
have reached a state of utter disgust and extreme despair and that this 
prompts all Lebanese to work for a solution that would protect them from 

the greater dangers threatening them. 





Can you tell us how you view the current regional and international 
circumstances? 


Since so many (regional) issues are related to the Lebanese cause, everyone 
has come to believe, sometimes correctly, that the Lebanese issue cannot be 
solved independently of the other problems and factions involved. 


To put it more clearly, the South will pave the way to an escalation or a 
relaxation, for the South is best understood as an international confronta- 
tion line. In this light, all regional and international interferences in 
the region have an impact in Lebanon. As a result of the great pressure 
prevailing now, people are prone to believe that a major escalation or a 
major relaxation is bound to happen. I personally think the international 
circumstances favor a relaxation, for an escalation will involve too many 
states. 
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Iranian Charge d'Affaires in Lebanon Mahmoud Nourani said his 
country is 100 percent opposed to U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 425, while various observers agree that renewed 
attacks on the U.N. force in Lebanon will lead to the with- 
drawal of this force. What is your opinion? 


This could very adequately demonstrate that once the Lebanese unite around 
one issue, their will can prevail over all decisions. [Iran itself has said 
this, and we saw that when the Lebanese unanimously supported the imple- 
mentation of Resolution 425, the Iranian rejection subsided. And should 
there be international aspects to this issue, I say that the Lebanese can 
put a limit to this at their borders and within them, if they all unite 

as they did around Resolution 425. 


Minister Nabih Berri has said the dialogue is a "pebble broth" that 
constitutes a backing off from the decisions of Geneva and the 
"ministerial documents." What is your opinion? 


I am surprised at how Minister Berri is zooming ahead of the discussions 
and concluding that they will end in disagreement. We have not yet 
started the practical dialogue, since the first session set up a two-man 
committee of Minister Salim Hoss and myself, while the second session 
focused mostly on fiscal matters and only touched on the issue of general 
principles for a mere 15 minutes that did not determine whether we were 
in agreement or conflict. 


As to general matters, if recognizing the uncontested is a "pebble broth," 
then let it be so. We are not ready to cook a water broth simply to 
facilitate matters at the expense of essential issues relating to the 
sovereignty of Lebanon and unity of its land or to the foundations of the 
country as a nation and state. It is important not to jump to conclusions 
but to be able, through extreme positiveness, understanding and national 
awareness, to determine the essential bases for launching the new, future 
Lebanon, doing away with obstinate stands and not acting as two factions, 
each seeking its own interests. 


I think we are all responsible for building the Lebanon of the future on 

solid foundations, keeping in mind that this future Lebanon is for all its 
citizens. We must all be realistic in our search for the foundations that 
guarantee Lebanon's future stability and make it invulnerable in any crisis 


or war. 
The two-man committee (Hashem differences. But you are perfectly right 
and Hoss), has stated that there in using the term «differences» rather 
are some points of agreement and than conflict, for | do not see any major 
others of disagreement conflict that could arise from mere 
concerning the new pact. Which expressions or the suggested 
prevails, agreement or principles. When Minister Hoss and 
difference ? myself discussed the suggestions he 
| think that there are two, maybe and | had made, | noticed a number of 
three points that could be said to points on which we had similar views. 
constitute a topic of discussions and There are at most three points that 
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could require greater clarification, and 
these will be dealt with in the dialogue 
committee. 


Would you tell us what these points 

are ? 

It is too early to announce them. 
However | can teil you that they are 
related to essential issues, and | Jo not 
think any of us would be ready to 
concede on these issues. But if some 
general terms are at the cause of the 
differences, then the very expansive 
Arab lexicon will help us find 
common expressions bringing together 
the two differing views. 


In its second meeting, the 
dialogue committee decided on a 
general, open truce, the closure of 
the illegal ports and the opening of 
the crossings. But none of these 
has been implemented. Why ? 
Let me correct the way you 
formulated your question. As a 
dialogue committee or as the cabinet, 
we have absolutely no right, no 
privilege to «decide» We met as a 
dialogue committee with no right to 
make decisions, and we agreed that, 
once we reach the stage of 
decision-making, there will be a 
government that would make 
decisions. 

What we agreed upon during this 
session confirmed a previous decision 
adopted by the cabinet. As to the 
means of impiementation these will 


become available when the state- 


spreads its authority over its territory. 
This is the essential, practical solution 
that we are circling but shying away 
from. Everything will remain as it is until 
the state regains its authority and 
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imposes it through its legal 
instruments. 

_In this session, we agreed on 
reviving the authority of the 
government, (which) implies that the 
Lebanese Army can curb any violation 
of this authority, that it can stop any 
ship from docking at any illegal port. 
That is, if the decision issued by the 
cabinet on this issue is implemented. 

What is needed in the meantime is an 
honest agreement by those controlling 
these ports to hand them over to the 
state. This would reduce the huge 
losses inflicted on the state treasury by 
the exploitation of illegal ports and the 
usurpation of revenues that should go 
to the state and its citizens. 

The distance separating the 
confirmation of this decision and the 
end of September is getting narrower, 
and we will then be able to tell sincere 
from hypocritical intentions. 


Do you think the state will control 

the ports by late September? — 

|! hope so, considering the 
importance and necessity of it. 


Finally, can you tell us if you 

expect a positive outcome of the 

dialogue sessions ? 

| said earlier that behind the 
interlocutors are other interlocutors 
and that | think the general international 
atmosphere favors a _ relaxation rather 
thanan escalation, since the pressure 
has grown too strong. | hope the 
regional and international respoonse to 
the initiative of dialogue will be 
favorable, thus facilitating a solution 
the positive aspects of which will reflect 
not only on Lebanon but on the region 
and the world as a whole @ 
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EDMOND RIZK DISCUSSES SOLUTIONS, UNIFIL 


Beirut MONDAY MORNING in English 8-14 Sep 86 pp 20-22 


/Excerpt/ What do you expect will be the: Speaking of an improvement, do 


outcome of the cabinet meetings? you think the meetings will result 
! would rather begin by speaking of In no more than a truce? 
my hopes rather than my expectations. | do not wish to say so, but the fact is, 


| hope these meetings will succeed, 
because the Lebanese have had 
enough of tricks, negotiations, 
attempts and slogans, and wish that 
these dialogue sessions will be 
characterized by some seriousness 
and sincerity of intentions in order to 
lead to substantial results. 

As to my expectations, | must say in 
all honesty that | have little faith that the 
same people who had failed as a 
cabinet can now succeed as a 
«committee for dialogue,» especially 
thatour previous attempts at dialogue 
were not encouraging. | am well placed 
to speak of this, having participated in 
the national dialogue committee in 
1976, during which it was apparent to 
all that an atmosphere of entente 
prevailed over our meetings, yet 
everything was consistently sabotaged 
by «surprise» security escalations. 

| hope the members of this 
government - turned - dialogue 
committee will have benefitted from 
this experience. But | would like to add 
an important remaix namely that this 
government must have acted as a 
government since the beginning, rather 
than seek to freeze the crisis and 
increase the misery over the years of its 
terms in order to present itself today as 
a dialogue committee. This is truly 
illogical, although we do not want to see 
in it a major obstacle to an 
improvement of the situation. 
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the Lebanese are yearning for a 
respite, if only a truce or temporary 
peace, while awaiting that God bless 
them with serious, sincere and capable 
leaders who would bring permanent 
peace to them. 

All fighters have grown tired of 
flighting, they have reached an 
impasse, and the sources of income 
they had usurped from the state have 
dried up. Therefore those responsible 
for military escalation and security 
flare-ups felt that things had escaped 
their control and are now searching for 
away out of the crisis in order to protect 
their interests and not those of the 
nation. Indeed, had they reaily cared. 
for the interests of the nation, they 
would not have waited so long and 
inflicted such huge losses on the 
country before considering a respite. 
Of course, ! ‘hope this will be more than 
a truce, yet | feel that maybe they need 
a truce in order to once again be able to 
stalk on each other. In all honesty, | 
have littie hope that those who brought 
about the crisis and were themselves at 
the root of the problem can now 
become the solution. 


Do you think the international 

circumstances favor a truce rather 

than a settiement of the Lebanese 

crisis? 

| think most countries are no longer 
interested in the Lebanese issue which 
has brought them nothing but 














disappointments and unpleasant 
surprises. Neither West nor East, 
Arabs nor foreigners care anymore 
about finding a solution to the 
Lebanese cause. and the Lebanese 
now face each other after the whole 
world has grown weary of their disputes 
and practices. Such a situation may 
prompt the Lebanese to look once 
again to themselves and deal with,and 
tolerate each other, with more 
positiveness, as they start feeling that 
a common danger is threatening them 
all, as they can no longer iook to the 
outside and are heading towards 
humiliation and shame. This situation 
may indeed serve the Leva: ese Cause. 

But of course, | do not seek to belittle 
the Vatican's concern for Lebanon. 
This concern is for all the Lebanese 
nation rather than one sect or faction. 


Why didn’t you participate in the 

Christian meetings held at 

Minister Camille Chamoun’s home 

or the Phalangist Party 

headquarters? 

With all respect to these meetings 
and those who attended them, my 
position has always been one of refusal 
to participate in any confessional 
meeting. Moreover, | feel that | am 
accomplishing my national duties 
through my work in the chamber of 
deputies which | consider the proper 
constitutional and democratic venue 
for national meetings, as | believe it 


expresses the people’s wish for 
coexistence. 


Do you think the quest for political 

reform will lead to an abolition of 

political sectarianism? 

| favor non-confessionalism and 
believe in it as a means to reach 
equality, freedom, dignity and 
democracy in Lebanon. 

Consequently |! support 
non-confessional solutions as a move 
towards non-confessionalism, as long 
as this is a complete and frank turn and 
not a maneuver aimed at replacing cne 
sect with another or one sort of 
sectarianism with a version of the 
same. 

The abolition of sectarianism is not a 
small, restricted change but a major 
procedure that requires observation of. 


and modelling on, the developed 
countries and civilized societies. | hope 
the abolition of sectarianism is not a 
slogan raised to achieve some minor 
goals or merely a maneuver aimed at 
implementing a specific plan. 


Do you think the continuing 
attacks on UNIFIL will result in the 
withdrawal of this force? 

As | see it the attacks on UNIFIL can 
can only lead to a withdrawal of this 
force. Indeed, | have heard, during the 
visits | made with my colleagues the 
deputies of South Lebanon to various 
countries participating in the 
peacekeeping force, that these 
countries would not hesitate to 
withdraw their contingents in the event 
these come under attack. During our 
meeting in Oslo, the Norwegian 
foreign minister himself said that 
Norway would not hesitate about 
withdrawing its contingent if one 
Norwegian soldier is so much as 
slapped in the face, because these 
countries make moral, financial and 
human sacrifices for the sake of 
Lebanon and it would be absolutely 
unacceptable that we should pay them 
back in this manner. This naturally 
applies to all other contingents, since 
these civilized countries, that 
responded to Lebanon's call for help 
and the U.N. Security Council,cannot 
accept to become the targets of attacks 
while they are here on apeacekeeving 
mission. Furthermore, if these attacks 
lead to the withdrawal of the important 
units in the peacekeeping force | 
believe that chaos and destruction will 
roam the regions they controlled, and 
displacement and sectarian 
segregation will spread,coupled with 
the possibility that Israel will lay its 
hand in a semi-definitive manner on all 
this region that has no other legal 
authority other than that currently 
provided by UNIFIL. 

Since the Lebanese legal authority 's 
absent or impotent, those who are 
implementing or engineering these 
plans must realize the size of their 
responsibility in stopping this series of 
attacks that can only result in the 
greatest harm to Lebanon. 
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Resolution 425 was adopted in Lebanese public opinion or the wishes 


1978. Why has it only been of the Lebanese. and | am really 
objected to now? surprised at this attitude which serves 
What | know is that this resolution. the interests of the occupation rather 
adopted on March 19. 1978. provides than the goals of liberation. The 
for an Israeli withdrawal and the presence of an international legality in 
restoration of Lebanese authority over Lebanon gives us reason to hope that 
the territories that Israel currently some day the Lebanese authority will 
occupies, and that this would pave the prevail. but should this international 
way to a solution to the Lebanese force leave, the chances of a revival of 
Crisis. the Lebanese state and a united 
1! do not think those who have Lebanese entity dwindle away. 


objected to and sought to destroy 
Resolution 425 lately represent 


We are facing the hour of truth and every citizen, especially those in 
responsible positions, must assume his responsibilities whatever the costs 

or risks involved. I, for example, do not understand what Iran has to do 
with Resolution 425 nor how we could dispense with this resolution that is 
the essential reference point for international recognition of our borders 
and our right to sovereignty over our territory. How can we dispense with 
this resolution without offering an alternative? A policy that favors 
lawlessness and the emptying of these regions cannot possibly serve Lebanon, 
and I do not think I am asking too much if I call upon those factions reject- 
ing Resolution 425 to abandon their negative attitude or present alternatives 
and if these prove acceptable, we may unite public opinion around this 

issue. 
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HIZBALLAH LEADER DUBS FRANCE PRO-ISRAELI, ANTI-MUSLIM 


Beirut MONDAY MORNING in English 15-21 Sep 86 p 11 


[Text ] 
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The leader of the pro-lranian 
Hezballah has accused France of 
siding with Israel, describing attacks 
on French peace-keeping Troops 
In Lebanon as a sign of popular 
anger against France. 

«The attacks against the French 
reflect the people’s anger,» Hussein 
Moussawi, told the left-wing Paris 
Daily «Le Matin» in an interview 
published Thursday. 

“The people can forgive them if 
they side with Mosiems to stop the 
Israelis and prevent, them from 
searching villages. Instead UNIFIL 
(the U.N. Peace-keeping Force) 
plays a one-way role. It watches the 
Israelis go by without doing a thing, 
but blocks the Islamic Resistance,» 
he said. 

Interviewed in Baalbek, in 
Eastern Lebanon’s Bekaa valley, 
Moussawi said he had no 
information on Western hostages 
taken in Lebanon. «The people 
responsible are in Beirut. They are 
Moslems. But one can think the 
Situation in Southern Lebanon is 
bad for the hostages.» 
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He said the six-month-old 
government of Gaullist Prime 
Minister JacquesChirac was better 
than its predecessor for improving 
relations with Iran and Mosiems but 
that it had not done enough. 

«The French must think of their 
interests. The future in the Middle 
East is rot with the ‘sraelis or (Iraqi 
Leader) Saddam Hussein but with 
Moslems. If France takes one step 
toward Isiam, we will take two steps 
toward France.» 

He saidFrance should not only 
help chase the Israelis out of 
Southern Lebanon but also help the 
Palestinians «return to Palestine.» 

«The Israelis must go out into the 
world, find another place in Europe, 
Africa, or somewhere else,» he 
added. 

Oneday, he said, : France would 
become an Isiamic republic, but not 
as soon as Lebanon and North 
Africa. 

«You French people you may not 
know an Islamic republic in your 
generation, but it is certain your 
sons or grandsons will Cecome 
Mosiems. Inshailah (God willing). 
Islam is good for everybody.» @ 




















FATE OF FRENCH HOSTAGE DEPENDS ON FRENCH POLICY 


Beirut MONDAY MORNING in English 8-14 Sep 86 pp 12, 13 


[Text] 
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Street in:‘West Beirut on May 7 this 
year. He is one of 18 foreigners 
missing and believed kidnapped in 
Lebanon 


The statement delivered to 
an-Nahar said: «We had thought 
that the managing brain of the 
French people was capable of 
understanding important ssues: for it 
and its people through the blows 
that struck it from various quarters 
as a result of France's foolish policy. 
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«But they did not and continue to 
follow their deadly policy». 

It added: «We therefore 
kidnapped Sontag Charlies Camille 
so that France may understand we 
will remainbehind i _.u it rectifies 
its political course. 

«lf France continues to fallow the 
great Satan America and support 
the oppressive and exploiting forces 
to pressure honorable Mosiems in 
Lebanon and the region, then we 
hold the government responsible for 
the fate of the hostage we hold, 
Sontag Camille, and for what will 
happen to the French in Lebanon 
and everywhere». 

Eight French nationals are among 
the foreigners missing in Lebanon 
and the clandestine “Islamic Jihad” 
group says it is holding four of 
them. It claimed to have killed 
Frenci) researcher Michel Seurat 
abuducted on his arrival at Beirut 
Airport in May 1985, but his body 
has not been found. @ 
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LEBANON 


JUNBLATT DISCUSSES 'BATTLE OF RECONSTRUCTION,' OPPOSITION IN SHUF 


Beirut MONDAY MORNING in English 25-31 Aug 86 pp 16-18 


[Article by Nadim Abou Ghannam] 


[Excerpts] 


Public Works Minister and 
Progressive Socialist Party leader 
Walid Jumbiatt has lately adopted a 
conciliatory tone that goes against his 
previous statements that the battieisonly 


beginning. In an interview granted to 


the Lebansse Forces television station 
LBC (Lebanese Broadcasting 
Corporation) he: invited the Christians 
to «turn the page» stressing that his call 
upon the displaced Christians to return 
to the PSP-controlled Shouf mountain 
was not just pretty talk. 

«Mount Lebanon has historically 
been a starting point of war and peace 
in Lebanon», he told the LBC team 
covering the Beiteddin festival. 

On Wednesday, Jumbiait reaffirmed 
this to Monday Morning, and 
explained that the «battle» he was 
referring to in previous statements is a 
«battle for the reconstruction of 
Lebanon». 

A cultural revolution is needed, he 
told Monday Morning. _«Thereis an 
important drug problem in the country; 
has anyone considered its 
consequences on Lebanese 
society?». 

The cultural revolution, he added, 
should aim at convincing the militant 
generation that civilian life can be 
better, «and that won't be easy» he 
said. 

A translation of the full interview, 
which was conducted in Arabic: 
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You have repeatedly said of late 
that “the battid’ is only beginning. 
Today, you are calling for peace 
and an end to fighting. What 


prompted this change? 
| was referring to the battle for the 


reconstruction of Lebanon. Battles can 


be military, and we've had enough of 
military battles, yet a battle for 
reconstruction is bound to happen. 
Everything is collapsing on the level of 
society, the economy and the state, 
and we must improve the morality of the 
people. | notice that there is a lot of 
drugs going round, and that no one has 
sought to investigate this issue, though 
it is of major importance. Lebanon has 
become a major producer of heroin, 
and has anyone considered the 
consequences this can have on 


Lebanese society? Unfortunately, the 


answer is negative. 


You have called on the Christians 

to return to the Shouf mountains. 

Do you have any specific pian for 

this return, and will you be 

meeting with anyone in particular 
to coordinate the details of your 
plan? 

We are not putting any conditions, 
but | think the mountain needs a 
Council of the Mountain that would take 
care of those displaced from the 
mountains and of the reconstruction 
plan. | have previously said that some 
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villages have been burnt and 
bulldozed; some 83 villages are 
destroyed, empty, or occupied by 
Druze and non-Druze refugees. But the 
war must be ended, because | cannot 
ask the Druze from Aley to return to 
Aley as long as there still is a war there, 


in Aley, Baysour, Aytat and Majdiaya, 


It Is said that spiritual leaders are 
opposing the decision to execute 
criminais in the mountain. Is that 
true? 

Do you think the decision to execute 
someone is easy? Debates racje about 
this issue. Numerous crimes ha've been 
committed in the mountain, and 
judgement has been passed to €é:xecute 
the criminals, but | can’t just go ahead 
and do that. This is a matter of 
conscience. 


So the spiritual leaders are not 

behind the opposition? 

Certainly not. Sometimes, probbiems 

Occur that could be solveci the 

traditional way, through “tribal 
reconciliations, Dut other issues ceannot 
be solved this way, since they involve 
immoral and vile crimes. Someti:nes 
we refer some of these to the stai’e. 


You have announced that ‘you 

would be purging the ranks of the 

PSP. Has this operation begun 

yet? 

You can call this operaticn a 
rehabilitation process, and this 
requires a very large cultur.al 
revolution. This is not an easy 
operation. To rehabilitate the whok3 
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militant mountain, you would have to’ 
convince its people that civilian life |s 
better. The war has granted the 
militants certain privilages, and it is not 
easy to convince them that there are 
other means to obtain legal gains. 


Would you be willing to meet with 

any leader in an attempt to speed 

up the solution to the Lebanese 

crisis? | 

I’m ready for dialogue, | think we've 
had enough wars. But of course | am 
not the only faction around; there are 
other locai factions and some states 
involved on the Lebanese scene, so the 
decision does not lie with me. 


But are you ready for ulalogue 

with anyone, Inciuding Christian 

leaders from East Beirut? 

We tavor dialogue and have no 
reservati ns whatsoever. 


How do you view the current 
economic situation in the 
country? 

! am not qualified to answer this 
question, | am no economist, but | 
gather from what ! have heard that the 
economy is threatened with collapse as 
long as there is no political solution, as 
long as there is no (state) contro! of the 
ports, as long as there are no state 
revenues while there is some 
unproductive expenditure. 


Are you in favor of handing over 

the ports to the state? 

| have no objection. This will be a 
necessary step later. 
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BRIEFS 


BERRI FOR NATIONAL DIALOGUE--Visitors of Minister Nabik Berri recently 
quoted him as saying that he supports ongoing efforts to reach national 
accord, and that he is willing to abide by all decisions adopted by the 
"dialogue committee" to resolve the existing crisis. But, he stressed 
that the spirit of the tripartite accord which calls for the abolishment 
of political sectarianism remains the key towards national accord. At 
this point, he emphasized that if political sectarianism is favored among 
members of the "dialogue committee," then the Shiites are the beneficials, 
since they constitute the largest sect. Similarly if multiplicity in the 
number of MPs is adopted, the Shiites will get the largest number. 

"For this reason," he concluded, "we call for the abdlishment of political 
sectarianism, since it is the best means for all Lebanese in the long run." 
[Text] [Beirut MONDAY MORNING in English 15-21 Sep 86 p 27] /9317 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


PALESTINIAN RED CRESCENT DISCUSSED 
Nicosia FALASTIN AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 23 Aug 86 pp 28-29 


[Text] Health conditions in the Palestinian camps in Lebanon and the situa- 
tion and activities of the Palestinian branch of the Red Crescent Society in 
Lebanon were the subjects of this useful dialogue with the head of that 
branch of the Society, sister Umm al-Walid, after an inspection of the camps 
and institutions of the Red Crescent. 


[Question] Can you brief us on your impressions after this inspection tour? 


[Answer] Just when it is necessary to talk about it there is this unusually 
high degree of self-confidence that has been clearly felt by all those I have 
talked with, whether our brothers the doctors and employees in the Red 
Crescent or our people the Palestinians in the camps. This in fact is cause 
for pride and honor after all the tragedy and suffering that our camps have 
had to bear. This also shows that no matter what conspiracies are multiplied 
against our people and despite the oppression against them, they will go on 
fighting, clinging to their rifles. In regard to the situation of the 
country, I view with distress the results of the concentrated bombardment that 
targeted the Haifa Hospital in the Burj al-Barajinah camp and the great damage 
that the hospital sustained. But despite this, the entire medical team has 
made and is making every effort in these critical conditions, and the medi- 
cines and the technical and testing equipment have continued to be available 
for emergency situations. If we compare the role of the Haifa Hospital and 
its staff in the first Ramadan war and its role in the second war, we will 
notice a clear difference in quality. We profited greatly from the lessons 
of the first war. In the second war there was a great deal of concern for 
the wounded, and there were no amputations of body parts or limbs except in 
extreme necessity, and then only with two experienced surgeons, two special- 
ists, and two nurses present and with medications to prevent aggravating the 
wounds. 


[Question] In blockade conditions and in times of battles, how do you commun- 
icate with the hospitals and clinics inside the camps? 


[Answer] During battles we have been in constant and continuous contact with 


the administrations of the hospitals at Shatila and Burj al-Barajinah, and 
their responses have been continuous: "We are just fine, but have been 
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worried about you who are outside the camps!" We were wishing to be beside 
them. It is safer inside the camps than outside, and the reasons are well 
known. In brief the presence, the role, and the activity of the Crescent 
Society inside the camps have become much better than in the past. The evi- 
dence is our presence inside the camps. All the concern has not been on 
account of our presence and our role outside the camps, and we want to be as 
active as possible regarding the hospitals of Gaza, Acre, and Ramallah. 


[Question] What has the situation been at these hospitals, since they have 
been subjected to fire and robbery, especially the Gaza hospital? 


[Answer] First I want to point out the importance of the role played by the 
Acre hospital and the clinic at Mar Ilyas. Regarding the Gaza hospital, its 
situation is critical. In the first war on the camps the hospital was sub- 
jected to bombardment, fire, and robbery. During the year between the 2 wars 
we repaired 4 of its 14 floors and we reopened the Ramallah hospital for ob- 
stetrics, especially since our people, praise God, have not stopped giving 
birth, and this is what we are continually encouraging. Also the outpatient 
clinics were reopened. But unfortunately during the second war some people 
took the opportunity and proceeded to steal some of the equipment from the 
Gaza and Ramallah hospitals. Therefore we have now decided to re-freeze the 
situation at the Gaza hospital, because going back to it and putting it in 
working order would require more than 25 million Lebanese pounds. But we 
certainly will not abandon the hospital. For the time being we will compen- 
sate for this loss by concentrating on the work at the Acre hospital, since 
there is in operation a section for artificial teeth and limbs, a sector for 
surgery, and a school of nursing of the finest quality. 


[Question] During your tour you must have heard some complaints about 
shortages or gaps in the work. What is the nature of these complaints? 


[Answer] The problems that we found are numerous, but it is not useful to 
go into them beyond informational steps, especially after the sensitivities 
and isolated and confused actions brought forth by the wars. The important 
thing is that the problems we have must be dealt with in wisdom and delibera- 
tion. 


[Question] What about the food supply in the camps? 


[Answer] We in the Crescent are studying the quality of the food supply, and 
we have a medical board studying the type of nourishment needed by the 
patient. We are taking into consideration the occasional lack of certain 
kinds of greens, so we substitute canned goods, etc. for them. A stipulation 
is that this food supply not be touched except during time of war. For more 
than a year, bitter experience has taught us profound lessons, which we have 
made use of. We have not fallen short, not in a food supply of all sorts, 
nor in medicines or medical teams. 


[Question] How has cooperation been between the Society, the commands, and 
the people's committees in the camps? 
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[Answer] Everyone, whether at Sabra, Shatila, or Burj al-Barajinah, has been 
cooperating with the Crescent in every respect with regard to its regulations, 
teams, and employees. I met with the camp commanders and those heading the 
people's committees, and they expressed their complete approval because the 
Crescent has done and is doing its duty perfectly. 


[Question] We were held up by operations of evacuating wounded by "The Islamic 
Health Organization." Why? And what is the role of the Crescent in treating 
the wounded outside the camps? 


[Answer] We asked for the vehicles of the Islamic Organization because all our 
vehicles have been burned or stolen. The Palestinian Red Crescent has had 12. 
ambulances stolen. And despite all the consultations with the Amal commands, 

we have obtained no results. A while back they raided one of the repair garages 
and stold one of our vehicles that was being repaired! 


However, the other reason for our asking the Islamic Health Organization for 
help is that the International Red Cross and the Lebanese Red Cross are pro- 
hibited from transporting our wounded. Moreover, the Islamic Health Organiza- 
tion has only transported the wounded when escourted by the Iranian delegation. 
The Norwegian medical team in Lebanon worked this out. That is the team that 
works with us. It made a great effort. They were even repeating their efforts 
10 times in a single day! In regard to the Crescent's taking part in treating 
wounded outside the camps, a complex crisis has been created for us. We have 
been forced to transport our wounded to private, very expensive hospitals. We 
have contracts with three hospitals, which are Beirut, al-Turk, and al-Maqasid. 
The latter only accepts its own doctors, even though we have a number of 
Lebanese doctors under contract, and only al-Turk hospital has sought the help 
of some of our nurses. So we have been forced to spend millions for the treat- 
ment of wounded outside the camps. 


[Question] What is the present number of wounded receiving treatment outside 
the camps, and why are they not transferred to the Acre hospital? 


[Answer] The number of wounded is between 60 and 70, and they cannot be 
transferred to the Acre hospital because of security considerations. 


[Question] Has attention been given to building a complete hospital in each 
camp, and what has been done on this level? 


[Answer] The decision made after the war of the camps stipulated that there 
would be complete medical units inside each camp which would provide all 
services to the inhabitants, and the hospitals that were set up were field 
hospitals, and they were quickly completed. But they cannot respond to all 
situations. There has been a decision to establish a hospital at Shatila that 
will have 25 beds and will satisfy the needs of that camp. We have undertaken 
to implement this decision and have built the bottom floor, There are some 
problems with some of the landowners and owners of ruined homes, who have begun 
demanding huge amounts. The important thing is that the hospital is under con- 
struction despite the difficulties we are encountering in bringing in the 
steel, etc. which are necessary for building. We are experiencing the same 
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problem in repairing the Haifa hospital. They are accusing us of smuggling 
arms in the building material, although they impose a blockade and a rigid 
inspection at the entrance to the camps and on everything that goes into 
them. 


[Question] Let's shift a little to South Lebanon. What is the true picture 
of the situation in the camps there? 


[Answer] In the "Ayn al-Hulwah camp the building and furnishing of the Martyr 
Sa'd Sayil Hospital are completed, and it has been provided with all the medi- 
cal equipment, supplies, and medicines as well as doctors and surgeons. And 
it is the same at al-Miyah wa Miyah. The equipping of the Crescent center, 
which was subjected to several bombardments, has been completed and we have 
recently celebrated its restoration and equipping. Regarding the hospitals 

at Tyre, they are less prepared because we have been following a policy of 
priorities, since UNRWA is extending some medical services there. We have 
been unsuccessful in re-establishing work at the Tyre hospital because Dr Sa'd 
Allah al-Khalil, unfortunately, took a very narrow-minded position and did not 
consent to the work in accord with the previous agreement. Concerning 
al-Rashidiyah field hospital, the equipment for it will soon arrive from abroad, 
but the problem of the land on which it is to be erected is still undecided. 


[Question] What are the most important problems confronting the Crescent in 
Lebanon today? 


[Answer] The most important problem we face is the rise of the dollar conm- 
pared with the Lebanese pound. Most equipment and medicines that we buy we 
pay for in dollars. Some medical dealers refuse to deliver goods to us for 

a week at the stipulated price because the dollar is rising constantly. Even 
the filling of oxygen bottles is paid for in dollars, and all this is beyond 
our control. On the strength of the living standard we have given salary in- 
creases but they were not in proportion to the high cost of living, even 
though we are the only agency that has given a salary increase of 60 percent. 
Then we increased it by 30 percent! Sometimes we increase salaries twice in 
a single year. But what is the work in the presence of the frantic increases 
in prices? Everyone says we support the cause and are prepared for all the 
sacrifices, but we want to feed our children and pay the school installments 
at least! 


12496/12859 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


GOVERNOR OF HA'IL PROVINCE DISCUSSES ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
Riyadh AL-YAMAMAH in Arabic 23 Jul 86 pp 55-58 


{Interview with Prince Muqrin ibn 'Abd-al-'Aziz, Amir of Ha'il, by Fahd al- 
Salman: "Prince Muqrin to AL-YAMAMAH: I Give Top Priority to Citizens' 
Concerns; I Was Born in Desert; I don't Like Exaggeration; I Am Not Farmer, 
Though I Wish I Were") 


{Text] Ha‘'il and its surroundings hold a high place in the mind and heart of 
His Royal Higness Prince Muqrin ibn 'Abd-al-‘Aziz. Through his major respon- 
sibilities, his highness gives top priority to the citizens’ concern. What 

is more important to his highness is that these concerns be clear. In this 
interview, he tells those who do not know him that he was born in the desert, 
that he is in love with the desert, and that he so wishes he were a poet to 
describe the desert's beauty, His highness also reveals in this interview 
that the period during which he worked in the air force was one of the most 
beautiful periods of his life. He further reveals other sides of his personal 
life, 


{Question] What place does Ha'il (the province, the city, and the village) 
hold in the circle of your interests? 


[Answer] The city and village are the province. This is axiomatic. The vil- 
lage gets top priority because the city has gotten a considerable share where 
as the village awaits its chance. This chance will come, God willing, in the 
20-year plan drawn up by the Ministry of Municipal and Rural Affairs. This 
does not, of course, mean neglecting or forgetting the city, which will get its 
share of essential, even aesthetic, projects. 


[Question] How does his highness interact with the facts of the quick-paced 
development being undergone by our country and with the citizen's concerns? 


[Answer] I interact with what you have mentioned from certain starting 
points, the most important of which is that I am a citizen first. Through my 
responsibilities, I try to give top priority to the citizen's concerns. What 
is more important to me is that these concerns be clear and general. 


{Question} Ha‘il holds top place in sanitation and in health care programs. 
This honorable position has been achieved, thanks be to God, as a result of 
your highness’ efforts and the efforts of these two sectors’ workers. What, 
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in your highness' view, is the way to preserve this magnificent accomplish- 
ment? 


[Answer] Thanks for this praise, I sincerely wish that the thanks be addres- 
sed to all the honest workers in the Ministries of Municipal Affairs and of 
Health, beginning with their excellencies the ministers and ending with the 
newest employee in these two ministries. I believe that preserving this ac- 
complishment is in the hands of the citizen himself who has realized that these 
services are for him and who has responded to the authorities concerned, with 
the province thus achieving this accomplishment. I believe that we have no 
choice but to exert greater efforts to achieve a better standard. 


{Question] Many citizens wonder about the sewage network, especially since it 
has become a serious danger threatening the drinking water with pollution. 
What has been done in this regard? 


[Answer] Let me point out that the study on the sewage network was conducted 
in 1396 of the Hegira. We are all aware of the extent of construction and pop- 
ulation growth in all of the kingdom's cities, including Ha'il. I found that 
the network covers only 15 percent of the city and I discussed with his ex- 
cellency the minister of municipal affairs the question of reexamining the net- 
work so that it may cover the city in its entirety, including the newly planned 
expansion areas, considering that construction has begun from Sayyan to Qasr 
Aja in the north, in the industrial zone in the east, and in the government 
complex in the south. This is why implementation of the project has been de- 
layed. To my knowledge, this will be done in the near future. 


[Question] Your highness, do you think that in its present form, the beltway 
has taken its normal position? 


[Answer] Construction of the beltway has not been completed yet. The fact that 
the citizens use it does not mean that it is completed. When completed, it will, 
God willing, look similar to the airport road. Studies have been initiated for 
the second half of the beltway and the construction of this half will, God 
willing, follow. On the occasion, I would like to add that the eastern route 

of the beltway has been modified somewhat. 


[Question] How does your highness view the area's agricultural future, 
especially since the state's generous subsidy has been extended to encourage 
the farmer? 


[Answer] Under the canopy of the tangible subsidy the state offers the farmer— 
a subsidy about which one need not talk—the future of agriculture depende on 
the farmer himself for several reasons, including: the soft, interest-free 
10-year loans; the aid advanced for equipment, machinery, pumps, and their ac- 
cessories; the tempting crop prices; and the free land grants. Thus, the 
farmer's role is to manage and diversify the crop. On this issue, I would 

like to clarify some important points pertaining to the so-called crop-marketing 
problem. It is my opinion that the solution to any problem begins as soon as 
one realizes that one has a problem. I pointed out to AL-TIJARAH [COMMERCE} 

his excellency the minister of agriculture's announcement on the creation of 
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three marketing companies to market dairy products, vegetables, and poultry. 

As long as I am talking about marketing, I will tell you something which I 
experienced personally. I (to those who don't know me) was born in the desert 
and I am in love with it. I wish I were a poet so that I may say so much about 
it. I was once on a hunting trip and one of my falcons caught a bustard, 

When I got to the falcon and finished feeding it, I saw lying only 1 meter 
away from the falcon an empty apple box from the State of Washington in the 
farthest northwestern part of the United States, In that instance, a question 
concerning marketing occurred to my mind: How did this box reach Abraq al-Hisan 
in Khubb Samtah, which is no less than 200 m away from the nearest population 
center? , 


{Question] Ha'il Province contains numerous historical sites which store the 
history of those civilizations that emerged in this country in succession, 
What share of interest, introduction, and preservation do these sites receive? 


[Answer] Yes, there are in Ha'il more than 40 discovered and well-known 
historical sites, God knows the number of undiscovered sites, Preserving 
these sites is the responsibility of the antiquities departments of the Minis- 
try of Education, These departments have appointed guards to protect the 
sites from tampering, additions, or theft, 


As to familiarizing people with these sites, this is a long-term plan. The 
sites are scattered and some of them need roads. Ha'il Province has not yet 
reached the stage of building roads to these important sites because there are 
more important projects, such as the population centers, the agricultural 
plans, and linking the province with other provinces in the kingdom, such as 
al~Jawf and the northern area generally. 


As for devoting attention to these sites at the tourist level, this activity 

is a two-part activity; the first governmental and the second falling within 
the private sector's responsibility. Rather, I believe that the government's 
responsibility, it is to invest in establishing rest facilities, such as motels, 
restaurants, cafes, and so forth. 


[Question] The Literary Club and the Culture and Arts Association are two 
cultural channels that have been able to attrack literary, intellectual, and 
art figures from all parts of the kingdom, Your highness devotes marked atten- 
tion to this aspect, What about these two channels and Ha'il? , 
[Answer] It is not out of graciousness that I stress that I have repeatedly 
tried and continue to try to support any positive effort in this regard. But 

I will say frankly that the issue requires awareness, commitment, and cease- 
less efforts by the brothers concerned with these two aspects. The Literary 
Club and the Culture and Arts Association cannot be created by a decree I issue. 
This depends on the presence of interested people capable of making their de- 
mand heard. As I have repeatedly assured some men of letters in the province, 

I continue to hold to my promise to eliminate all obstacles when such obstacles 
are purely administrative. I will not at all withhold my personal effort in 
this regard. I do not think that the Youth Welfare Agency will forget the pro~ 
vince, We still have great hope for this agency. 
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[Question] We constantly read tender words of love describing Ha'il as the 
bastion filled with warmth and love and as one flirting with the tourists' 
hearts, What does your highness say about tourism in this province? More- 
over, why isn't there a complete program to advertise tourism in the province? 


[Answer] I do not like exaggeration. Excuse me for my frankness. On the in- 
structions of his majesty's government and of his crown prince, we, as offi- 
cials, devote our attention to the projects directly affecting the citizen-- 
health, education, roads, and agriculture which are more important to us. To 
have complete tourist recreation programs, one needs time and needs to have 

the citizen convinced of internal tourism. When this is accomplished, devoting 
attention to tourist issues in the kingdom's provinces qualified for such at- 
tention will become a necessity, not a luxury. 


{Question} Will your highness permit us to move a little away from the official 
concerns and deal with those bright sides of your highness’ life which abound 
with life's experiences? What are your highness' memories of the air force in 
light of your pioneer experience with military aviation? 


[Answer] The period during which I worked in the air force is one of the most 
beautiful periods of my life. I am tied by good friendship to my colleagues 
in this sphere, I consider that period of my life a beautiful dream which 
one wishes he could live forever. The air force is like any other patriotic 
activity and I have many sweet memories from it. When one is responsible for 
protecting one's country and citizens, I believe that this is the noblest 
patriotic feeling of which one can be proud, despite the heavy responsibility. 


There were the off-duty hours we spent jesting and making merriment with 
friends, What I truly admire in most of the Saudi pilots is their quick wit, 
their amiability, and, at the same time, their ability to face the responsi- 
bility with utter resolution and courage. 


When I accidentally meet some of them or when I visit a military base, I exper- 
ience a mixture of feelings, including sadness for being far from them and a 
wish that I were with them. This might be a little selfish. I also feel proud 
when I find among them those who have risen in the military ranks to become 
squadron leaders while still in the prime of their youth. There are those who 
are older than [I and who have now become air base commanders. This pains me a 
little because it makes me indirectly feel that I have grown old. On the latest 
occasion, I had the honor to attend with His Royal Highness Prince '‘Abd~al- 
Rahman ibn '‘Abd-al-'Aziz, the deputy minister of defense and aviation, at King 
"Abd-al-'Aziz base the ceremony marking the conclusion of the air force exer- 
cises and the arrival of the first batch of the new Tornado aircraft. On this 
occasion, I wish to express the sincerest congratulations to his redeemed 
majesty the king, to his crown prince, his deputy prime minister and his second 
deputy prime minister for the technology, the clarity of ébjectives, and the 
growth we have witnessed, all of which has been accomplished in only a few 
years. I also congratulate the former air force commanders for the love of 
work and devotion to duty they have implanted in their successors. I also 
congratulate Staff Air Vice Marshal ‘Abdallah al-Hamdan and his staff officers 
and Staff Group Captain Turki ibn Nasir, the commander of King ‘Abd-al-'‘Aziz 
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base, from the fundamental change toward the better we have seen in the base. 
I should not forget those pioneers who had the honor to serve under military 
banners and then turned to civilian work, namely Prince Fahd ibn ‘Abdallah 
ibn Muhammad, the assistant minister of defense for civil aviation affairs, 
and His Royal Highness Prince Bandar ibn Sultan ibn 'Abd-al-'Aziz, his 
majesty's ambassador to the United States. 


(Question] All know that humility is a distinguishing characteristic in Prince 
Muqrin ibn ‘Abd-al-'Aziz' personality. How do you reconcile this character- 
istic with your responsibilities as governor? 


{[Answer] This question is supposed to be addressed to others. However, humil- 
ity is a virtue I aspire for, 


[Question] They say that when Prince Muqrin gets close to the soil through his 
agricultural work, he becomes a different person. Tell us about the farmer side 
in your highness’ personality. 


[Answer] I am not a farmer, though I wish I were. A person does not gain this 
quality just because he works in agriculture, This name or quality is supposed 
to be given to citizen Humud Husayn al-Jarad, I am proud that a farmer like him 
lives in Ha‘'il Province. I have visited him repeatedly at different times, 
except at night, and found him in the middle of his fields and farms. 


As for me personally, I like to work in the open air and I like agricultural 
equipment and machines and know everything about them: their capabilities, 
where they are manufactured, when they went into operation, how they are oper- 
ated, and how they are used, I have modest experience in driving all kinds and 
sizes of tractors existing on the farm and in driving and operating the har- 
vester, the tracked tractor and the crane. As for the road-grading machine, 

I stress that I drive it better than brother 'Abd-al-Rahman al-Musa, the 
director of the Roads Department, 


But this does not give me the quality of farmer, I consider the period from 
the end of Wednesday to the end of Friday enough time to be close to the soil, 


As for the work, I benefit from the experiences of those who have been oper- 
ating the machines longer than I have and I urge the workers to work as ef- 
ficiently, 


We apply two types of management in the farm? 


First, management by target, i.e., assigning the job to the worker concerned 
and giving him the freedom to choose the way he wants to do it while setting 
a time limit for him because the objective is to complete the task at a cer- 
tain time. 


The second type is to achieve the target through participation in attaining 
the objective on time. As to what I wear at the farm, you can picture me 

wearing a flowing cloak and a headband lowered over my forehead and driving 
a harvester! 
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At the farm, I try to wash away the week's concerns with work, with reading on 
various topics, and with listening to music and to some of my favorite songs, 
most of which are written by His Royal Higness Prince Khalid al-Faysal. 


[Question] What place has Ha‘il come to occupy in your highness" heart in the 
timespan during which you have been in charge of affairs in the province? 


[Answer] The heart is a pump. What we feel in our hearts is tantamount to 
signals the heart receives from the brain. Ha'il occupies the major party of 
my mind and my heart because I have had the honor to serve it and serve its 
good people who are the best aides in the performance of my duty. With their 
boundless cooperation, we have solved most of the problems that have developed 
and will solve the problems that arise. Their response to the authorities di- 
rectly connected with them allows whoever works in Ha‘il one option only, 
namely to give all he has in gratitude. I wish I were like His Highness 

Prince Khalid al-Faysal in praising Ha'il twice as much as he has praised Abha. 
But until I am able to write poetry, I will be content with brother Dr Ghazi 
al-Qusaybi's poem about Ha'il-—a poem which may, perhaps, express some of my 
deep love for it. 


[Question] What is the women's share of your higness' interests? 


{Answer} Women are the mothers, sisters, daughters, and wives. Man is the 
other half complementing women in social life. 


Devoting attention to women is a duty dictated by the Shari'a in the first 
place. What concerns me primarily is to establish university-level education 
for women in this area because preparing mothers is a big responsibility that 
must begin in the home and end in the post-college phase. I encourage women 
to work in the spheres that are not incompatible with the teachings of our 
Islamic religion and our society's values and customs so that women's dignity 
may be preserved. There is, for example, the nursing field, specifically in 
obstetrics, gynecology, and pediatrics. The Ministry of Health has hundreds, 
rather thousands, of vacant jobs in this noble humanitarian field. But very 
regrettably, we find that Saudi women constitute only a small percentage of 
the women working in this field. 


As for the SMudi women's capabilities, they are undoubtedly no less than the 
capabilities of their peers in any other country, whether in terms of the edu- 
cational standard or of personality. We have in Ha'il City two Saudi nurses 
who have risen very worthily to the position of section heads, not because they 
are Saudis but because of the good practical level of their performance. 


As a man, I prefer that a female physician, rather than a male physician, 
examine my wife or my daughter. This is an extension of our religion's and 
our society's respect for women, This sphere is very broad and women can 
contribute through it. 


It has been scientifically proven that women have capabilities that surpass 
those of men in the field of computer programming. Sooner or later, we will, 
if we have not already, introduce the computer to most departments, whether 
in the private sector or in the public sector. 
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{Question} Has His Highness Prince Muqrin ibn ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz achieved all his 
developmental aspirations for the area in the past 6 years? What about the 
future, with our sincere thanks and appreciation? 


[Answer] I have not, of course, accomplished all my aspirations. I cannot 
imagine any official who is honest with himself saying otherwise. But I do 
perhaps feel somewhat satisfied with what has been accomplished. I also feel 
strong urge to give more and more and I implore God for success. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


AL-SHUBUKSHI DEBT PROBLEM DESCRIBED 
Beirut AL-IQTISAD WA AL-A'MAL in Arabic Jun 86 p 12 
[Article: "Solution to Debt Crisis of al-Shubukshi and REDEC Groups Falters"] 


[Text] With the plan to settle the debt crisis of the Saudi 2l-Shubukshi 
group faltering, the debt crisis of the REDEC Company and of its subsidiar- 
ies in Saudi Arabia, owned mainly by Dr Ghayth Fir-awn, remains unchanged. 
Meanwhile, the Tunisian government has reached an agreement to settle the 
Fir'awn debt crisis in its country, 


Whereas it had been expected to conclude the agreement prepared by the lending 
banks to reschedule the debts owned by ao-Shubukshi group at the end of this 
month of June, it has now become almost certain that the agreement will not be 
concluded due to disagreements between the lending banks over their shares of 
the repayment. 


As for REDEC's debts, nothing new developed in the meeting held in London on 
the 20th of last May because the group of lending banks insisted that Fir'awn 
submit disclosures on his personal financial position as a condition to approve 
rescheduling the debts. Fir'‘awn's two representatives at the meeting promised 
to submit the requested data within 2 months, 


AL~A'MAL publication, issued by Al-IQTISAD WA AL-A'MAL in participation with 
the British FINANCIAL TIMES-MIDEAST MARKETS, had published in previous edi- 
tions information on the two above-mentioned crises and Arab and foreign 

papers and news agencies circulated that information at the time. When 
al-Shubukshi group stopped making debt repayments at the beginning of last 
year, Al-A'MAL published a list of the lending banks and reported that the 

debt volume owned by ‘Ali and Fahd al-Shubukshi's group amounted to 

2,048 ,000,000 Saudi riyals, including 1,015,000,000 riyals backed by guar- 
antees and 1,033,000,000 riyals without guarantees. Al-Shubukshi group later 
resumed repayment of the interest due on its guaranteed loans while completely 
stopping repayment of its unguaranteed loans and the interest due on these 
loans. Herein lies the crux of the diagreement between the lending banks which 
found that the settlement plan is unfair to some banks which have not collect- 
ed any part of their original loans or of the interest due on these loans as 

of the time the group had stopped making repayments whereas other banks continue 
to collect the interest on their loans. Meanwhile, the solution plan calls for 
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dividing the sums to be repaid among the banks in percentages equalling the 
value of their loans. This solution plan was reached on the basis of a re- 
port prepared by the Morgan Stanley Bank on assignment by al-Shubukshi group 
and with the approval of the lending banks. The broad lines of this plan are 
summed up in rescheduling the unguaranteed debts, amounting to 1,033,000,000 
riyals, over a 7-year period, extendable by 2 years, at the Bahrain market 
interest rate. Al-Shubukshi group is to relinquish gradually all its fixed 
assets and the cash flow generated by the management of its projects, pro- 
vided that the minimum repayment does not drop below 600 million riyals. Mean- 
while the banks hope that the repayment volume will exceed 1 billion riyals. 
The lending banks estimate that the repayment will not exceed 25 percent of 
the original debts, plus the accumulated interest. This means that the banks’ 
losses may excced ] billion Saudi riyals in case the group manages to repay 
the minimum 600 million riyals. 


As for REDEC Company, it has completely stopped repaying its debts (both the 
original debts and the interest), amounting to 1,431,000,00° Saudi riyals owed 
by REDEC and by the subsidiaries it totally or partially owns in Saudi Arabia. 
In the wake of the crisis, Fir'’awn asked the banks to reschedule the debts over 
a long period of time and to advance REDEC new loans so that it may continue 
its operations and may, consequently, repay the debts. But this request was 
not received enthusiastically by the lending banks, which demanded in the first 
meeting they held at the beginning of this year that REDEC continue to pay the 
interest, 


On the other hand, ALwA'MAL published last month details of the agreement 
which ended the Fir'awn debt crisis in Tunisia and a summary of the report pre- 
pared by the Tunisian Ministry of Tourism on the two projects set up by Fir'awn 
in Tunisia, The projects incurred losses and experienced a liquidity crisis 
which led to negotiations that culminated in Fir'awn's relinquishment of the 
two projects’ entire fixed assets (two hotels, furnished apartments, and 
recreation centers) to the Tunisian development banks which will complete the 
Kamrat area project near the Tunisian capital and will guarantee the loans 

owed to the Tunisian commercial banks, amounting to nearly 35 million Tunisian 
dinars ($44 million). As for the salable assets, consisting of a number of 
luxury villas and business premises, Fir'awn has retained them, keeping in mind 
that they are mortgaged to a joint group of foreign banks for the sum of $28 
million. 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


BRIEFS 


TEXTILE BOOM IN MAYFA‘AH-~The value of cooperative textile production in the 
subdistricts of al-Rawdah in the District of Mayfa'ah in the governorate of 
Shabwah during the first half of 1986 was 111,774 dinars with a completion rate 
of 93 percent. Moreover, a development project for textile production now 
under study is-expected to be carried out this year. This information was 
contained in the general report submitted to the 9th annual election meeting 
for cooperation between the textile industries that was held yesterday in the 
subdistrict, It was attended by a number of officials from the Ministry of 
Industry and by the head of the district. Two reports, one general and the 
other fiscal, were discussed and some practical ways of stimulating cooper- 
ative activity proposed, In addition, a new 7-member executive countil and a 
3-member committee to monitor cooperation were elected, It is worth noting 
that the textile cooperative in the governorate of Shabwah is one of the model 
croops that was formed after the corrective action of 22 June 1979. The General 
Cooperative Association numbers 240 members who participate in several cultural 
and social activities in the district. [T:xt] [Aden 14 UKTUBAR in Araovic 

5 Aug 86 p 2) 5214/9274 


HEALTH EDUCATION TEAMS TRAINED-—The training course for qualifying special pri- 
mary inspection and health care teams to develop ways of spreading health 

care in the districts and subdistricts of Abyan governorate has ended. It was 
organized at the quarters of the Agricultura. Guidance and Training Agency in 
Ji'ar. It was attended by 18 trainees and for one week trained seven teams in 
the dissemination of health information, health work, health counseling in work- 
places, manufacturing facilities, and housing units. The statement of the su- 
pervisor of health education in Abyan governorate revealed that the trainees 
were familiar with the content of the course since positive results appeared 
during its practical application after they were assigned as work teams. He 
indicated that preparations were pow underway to give a qualifying course 
during the coming week. It is to be attended by 50 male and female students 
and will continue 5 weeks to qualify health workers and their medical assis- 
tants, midwives, ani health inspectors. The course will offer information on 
public health, epidemic control, care of mothers and children, and health edu- 
cation, [Text] [Aden 14 UKTUBAR in Arabic 6 Aug 86 p 6] 5214/9274 


ELECTRIC POWER PROJECTS--The people of al-Hadd subdistrict in the Yafa' Dis- 
trict along with the party organization in the district and the local author- 
ity are contributing to the realization of a number of achievements in the area 
of electricity projects. The electricity project of Kahalagah al-Ahli has 
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been completed at a cost of 25,000 dinars through the initiative of the people 
of this neighborhood and the contributions of the local authority in the gov- 
ernorate which amount to 10,000 dinars, More than 400 families are now bene- 
fiting from this project, Comrade Ahmad ‘Abd-al-Rabb ‘Abdallah, assistant 
deputy commissioner of the subdistrict, pointed out that there are other power 
projects in other areas, including the aruters of al-Tayri, Sunna al-Sharaf, 
al-Hisn, and Qaridah, which cost 60,000 dinars with 40,000 dinars contributed 
by the people, More than 1,200 families are benefiting from these projects. 
Comrade ‘Abdallah noted that the party organization and the local authority 
acted on the basis of need to start an integrated power project for the sub- 
district in view of the people's willingness to participate in these projects 
either by working in them or by contributing money. A completed survey on 
joint project estimates that the total cost will reach 1,900,000 dinars, in- 
cluding building the station, management, storage banks, ani the value of 
generators, It was learned that the subdistricts for electrical power is 
4,000 kilowats, He indicated that project committees had %een formed, one 

in the subdistrict, 11 subcommittees in the quarters, and a subcommittee in 
the capital ADen. Meanwhile, a count was made of the citizens of the sub- 
district and foreigners contributing to the project, A list was drawn up for 
collecting the donations, According to the committee, the initial cash dona- 
tions amounted to 120,000 dinars which are expected to be collected in the 
second half of 1986. A total of 300,000 dinars is needed in donations. The 
campaign for donations is continuing. He noted that an agreement was signed 
with the building unit in Yafa' district for the construction of the station, 
management, and storage tanks. It will be completed in December of 1986, 
Also, 68,000 dinars worth of equipment has been moved for the first stage of 
the joint project. The contribution «f the authorities in the subdistrict, 
district, and governorate, and development plan for this project totaled 
173,000 dinars, [Text] [Aden 14 UKTUBAR in Arabic 7 Aug 86 p 2] 5214/9274 
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YEMEM ARAB REPUBLIC 


AL-HUMAYDI VISITS SUDAN, ARRIVES IN YAR 
LD260111 Tripoli Voice of Greater Arab Homeland in Arabic 2200 GMT 25 Sep 86 


[Text] Major al-Khuwaylidi al-Humaydi, and the delegation accompanying him, 
arrived in Sanaa yesterday evening to take part in the joyous festivities of 
the Arab people in the fraternal YAR today on the 24th anniversary of the 

26 September revolution, which toppled agentry and freed the Arab people of 
Northern Yemen from foreign imperialism. 


Maj Al-—Khuwaylidi al-Humaydi was received at Sanaa International Airport by 
Brother Mujahid abu Shawarib, deputy prime minister for internal affairs and 
member of the Standing Committee of the General People's Congress; Ahmad 
Luqman, minister of municipalities and housing; (‘abd al-Salam al-'Ansi), 
chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee in the Standing Committee of the 
General People's Congress; the deputy chief of staff; and officers of the YAR 
Armed Forces and police. 


In a statement to journalists at the airport, Maj al-Khuwaylidi al-Humaydi ex- 
pressed his pleasure and that of the delegation accompanying him at their 
presence in the YAR and their participaiotn in the celebrations of the Yemeni 
Arab people on the anniversary of the 26 September revolution. He said: We 
in the Great Jamahiriyah have great respect for the Yemeni revolution, which 
is steadilv leading the Arab citizen in northern Yemen toward the Jamahiriyah 
and is establishing the power of the people on Yemeni soil. 


He added: Our participation in the joyous celebrations of our brothers in the 
northern Yemen on this great historic occasion will give us the opportunity 

to meet with the brother officials, foremost among whom President Colonel ‘Ali 
"Abdallah Salih to whom we will convey a message from Colonel Mu'ammar al- 
Qadhdhafi, leader of the great September Revolution, 


Al-Khuwaylidi al-Humaydi continued: During our meetings we will discuss matters 
that affect the two fraternal peoples so as to serve their interests and bene- 
fit the Arab nation. 


In conclusion, Maj al-Khuwaylidi al-Humaydi saluted the leaders of the Yemeni 
revolution and wished the Yemeni people progress and prosperity. 


Brother Maj al-Khuwaylidi ai-Humaydi had earlier stopped at Khartoum Inter- 
national Airport. He was received at the airport by brother Idris al-Banna, 
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deputy chairman of Sudan's Supreme Council of State; Mubarak al-Mahdi, interior 
minister [name and title as heard]; and the secretary and members of the 
People's Committee at the Libyan Arab Bortherhood Bureau in Khartoum. 


Following the departure of brother al-Khuwaylidi al-Humaydi from Khartoum air- 
port, brother Idris al-Banna, deputy chairman of Sudan's Supreme Council of 
State, said that he discussed with Maj al-Khuwaylidi al-Humaydi general issues 
of interest to the two fraternal countries and ways to achieve complete Arab 
unity. 


/12232 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


RESOLUTIONS PASSED TO IMPROVE ECONOMY 





Cairo AL-AMAL in Arabic 5 Aug 86 


[Text] Important economic resolutions were passed last month in San‘a to 
improve the country's economic situation, to guide spending, to stop price 
increases and speculation, to control foreign currency dealings, to encourage 
local industries using local raw materials, to increase natural resources, 
and to encourage local contractors. 


Headed by ‘Abd-al-'Aziz 'Abd-al-Ghani, prime minister and member of the pern- 
anent committee, the cabinet held its regular meeting on the ninth of last 
month. Following a review of resolutions from the last meeting, the prime 
minister discussed the subjects listed on the agenda, starting with the ex- 
ecutive measures proposed by the economic committee concerning the improve- 
ment of the economy. 


Following an extensive discussion and exchange of opinions in regard to econ- 
omic and social issues, the cabinet passed several resolutions concerning: 
industry; government finances; banks; currency; offices for money exchange, 
trade, imports and price control;. transactions; and foreign investment com 
panies. As for the latter, the cabinet established a system guaranteeing the 
import of needed goods subject to advance permits and according to priorities 
established to permit goods to be imported through authorized channels. Also, 
the cabinet adopted a number of new regulations regarding foreign currency 
transactions that are to be carried out through authorized banks. New per- 
mits for money exchange agencies are to be discontinued. Money chareers, 
working without an official permit from the Central Bank, are to discontinue 
their activities. The cabinet asked the authorities in charge to complete a 
draft of laws concerning the protection of currency according to the new 
rules. In addition, the cabinet asked the Ministry of Industry and Economy 
to conduct a study of the existing industries and make a roster of them. 
Priority on that roster should be given to those industries using primarily 
local raw materials that contribute to increases in national production, re- 
place imported goods, and export surplus. The cabinet approved the continua- 
tion of spending policy in the new employment sector, hiring of non-Yemenis, 
expenditures for celebrations, medical treatment abroad, transportation, and 
furniture. It also highlighted the importance of using local government 
presses, and managing effectively existing and future projects. 
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The cabinet made a number of decisions aimed at increasing government income, 
improving ways to collect revenues, examining laws which grant custom duty 
exemptions, and setting up a special office in each of the largest service 
ministries in order to supervise the collection of revenues. 


The cabinet deems it necessary for the Ministry of Trade and Supply to force 
stores and peddlers to display government prices on all their goods. Through 
the assistance of the public prosecutor and the police, the Ministry of Trade 
and Supply is to see that owners of local factories price their products 
according to the ministry's prices before marketing them, and that import 
agencies ask their companies overseas to price goods sent to Yemen also accord- 
ing to ministry prices. 


The cabinet decided that Yemeni expatriates and their interests should be given 
more attention in order to increase their contributions to the nation's econ- 
omy. The General Union of Expatriates should also be given all the support it 
needs so that its role will be effectively fulfilled. The cabinet also made a 
number of decisions regarding foreign workers. Foreign companies that ‘are 
carrying out their projects should hire local dealers for major assignments so 
that Yemeni cadres may get needed training. The agreement by those foreign 
companies, or by engineering and consulting firms, to train a suitable number 
of Yemenis in order to complete their required tasks is a prerequisite for the 
acceptance of their tenders. 


The cabinet decisions indicated that all ministries, governmental departments, 
public organizations, and semi-governmental companies should improve their 
census bureaus, collect on-the-job information and various census statements, 
and coordinate fully with the Department of Central Planning. 


The cabinet assigned to the Consumer Association for state as well as public 
and joint sector employees the responsibility for providing employees food 

and clothing at reasonable prices and through installments. The responsible 
authorities and the Consumer Association must specify the monthly needs of 
employees and find ways for distribution of food and clothing and for the col- 
lection of payments through installments. 


9786/12859 
CSO: 4404/475 








INDIA 


APER REPORTS PTI INTERVIEW WITH GANDHI 


ew Delhi PATRIOT in English 30 Aug 86 p 5 


Interview with Rajiv Gandhi by PTI; date and place not given] 


Text ] 


‘ous questions asked by PTI on India’s 


stand on various issues at the Harare" 


. @ The nonaligned movement is 
- and on the eve of the Harare summit it 
“shiould be appropriate to take stock of 
_ the progress of the movement—its 
. and failures. The move- 
“pient has grown both in size and influ- 
énce despite scepticism of some critics 


about its role in world ‘affairs. How do 


“you envisage the future of the 
‘movement? 


_A. Bright. We are even more needed . 
~and relevant to world peace than we 
“were a quarter of a century ago. One | 

hurdred and one of us have kept out of 


the rivalries of power blocs. That itself 
has helped ensure world peace. We 
_Mmust continue to urge the full of peace- 
- ful coexistence. On us falls the onerous 
responsibility of bringing the world to 
 uclear sanity. The international order 
must be preserved and strengthened. 
International cooperation for develop- 


ment is indispensable in this interde- _ 


pendent worid. 


Q. The nonaligned movement hes | 


lately been attacked at the United Na- 
tions by the United States as being bi- 


In fact, not long ago, President Reagan . 


talked about “genuine” nonalignment, 
apparently implying that many mem- 
ber states were not truly nonaligned. 
What is your response to such 
criticism? 

A. Till the other day, nonalignment 
was called immoral. Nonalignment is 
indivisible, you are either nonaligned 


als at meeting after meeting, at summit 
after summit, the movement in its anx- 
iety to preserve the principle of consen- 
sus; stops short of taking boid or mean- 


think ther is come truth in this view of 
the movement? 


A. We know of no critical interna- 
tional issue on which we have hesitated 
4o take meaningful decision. In ques-. 
tion of human dignity and human 
rights, such as South Africa, our posi- 
‘tion in unassailable and it is others 


who are prevaricating on regional con- 


flicts, whether im South East or South 


‘issue of the Iran-Iraq war, we have 


relently striven for the de-escalation 
and cessation of hostilities. Tragically 
and regrettably, we have not succeed- 
ed. But, then, neither have others. 


Q. The Harare summit will no 
doubt cover the entire range of interna- 
tional political and economic issues, 


‘but what are the key questions that In- 


dia would like to concentrate on. Prime 
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Minister Mugabe has indicated that 
- apartheid will be a major concern of the 
summit. 


+,. A. I would sum up the major issues 
- before Harare as apartheid and-the 
--eonnected questions of Namibia and 
the destabilisation of the frontline 
states. As at every summit in Belgrade, 
nuclear disarmament will be-a major 
concern. We must also take stock of the 
threat to the international order which 
comes from the erosion of the UN sys- 
tem and the resort to unilateral action 
in violation of established norms. In 
_the economic sphere, the North-South 
dialogue is stalled but we can make a 
beginning in reyolutinising the exist- 
ing world economic order by intensify- 
’ ing South-South cooperation. 

. Q. In this context, what is India 
* proposing to do to forge closer links 
with frontline states in Africa strug- 

gting against apartheid? While we are 
exerting pressure on some reluctant 
western countries to apply sanctions 
against the racist Pretoria regime, 
what is India and the NAM doing to 
compensate the frontline states for the 
sacrifices they will be obliged to under- 
take? Is there any programme before 
the Harare summit? 

A. The situation brooks no delay. 

. We must start imposing sanctions now 
without waiting for concerted interna- 
tional action. Indeed, our acting now 
will give a fillip to public opinion in the 
west, which is veering around to the 
need for sanctions now. We must be 
clear that the frontline states and some 
others will suffer some damage to their 

economy and face harsh retaliation 
from Pretoria. The nonaligned move- 
ment should put together a package of 
measures to assist them through this 
difficult period. India, for its part is 
working on some specific proposals 
which we hope to discuss with our col- 
leagues in Harare. 

Q. The momentum for Namibian 
independence seems to have been lost, 
notwithstanding the continuing inter- 
national efforts to end the illegal occu- 


pation of the south west Africa territo-. 


ry by South Africa. Following the 
special session of the Nonaligned 
Coordinating Bureau on Namibia in 
New Delhi last year, the UN Security 
Council also discussed the impasse but 
South Africa’s insistance on linkage 
between Namibian independence and 
withdrawal of Cuban troops from 
Angola has stood in the way of the im- 
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plementation of the UN plan for the 
independence of Namibia. Will the 
Harare summit take any new initiative 
in this regard? 

A. It is not by sporadic initiatives 
but sustained pressure that the 
nonaligned movement is working for 
the independence of Namibia. Namib- 
ia should have been free in terms of the 
eight-year old Security Council resolu- 
tion but for the linkage of Namibian 
independence with irrelevant, extrane- 
ous issues. We will continue to press for 
immediate and unconditional inde- 
pendence for Namibia. India’s com- 
mitment to Namibia’s cause has found 
expression in the full diplomatic recog- 
nition we have accorded to SWAPO's. 
representative in New Delhi. 


Q: South Africa has been threaten- 
ing its African neighbours and from 
time to time launching military attacks 
on them. Would India consider giving 
military assistance to the affected Afri- 
can states? Do you think a nonaligned 
force to protect them from South Afri- 
can raid is feasible? , 

A: We hope it will not come to that. 
Apartheid is being brought down by 
the freedom fighters of South Africa 
through their own strength and deter- 
mination. The threats and military at- 
tacks on the frontline states attract 
chapter VII of the United Nations 
Charter. It is the responsibility of the 
international community as a whole to 
give a concerted response to these 
transgressions of international law and 
order. 

Q: Turning to Central America, 
Nicaragua is in the grip of fear and in- 
security and outside interference, 
thanks to attempts to undermine the 
Sandinista government. The 
Contadora process to defuse the crisis 
in Central America does not seem to 
have made much headway. Do you con- 
sider that any initiative from outside 
Latin America could help the peace 
process? 

A: Central America is in the throes 
of profound economic and social 
change. It is a great mistake to see 
these changes as inspired by foreign 
powers or ideoldgies. Every state in the 
region must be guaranteed its right to 
make national policies of its free 
choice. This is a regional issue which is 
best dealt with in a regional frame- 
work, through dialogue and negotia- 
tions. We support the Contadora proc- 
ess, which offers a viable. practical way 
out of present difficulties. We resolute- 
ly oppose interference and interven- 
tion in Nicaragua. 





Q: The big power presence in the 
Indian Ocean has been a source of 
grave concern to nonaligned and litto- - 
ral states. The work of the UN ad hoc 
committee on the Indian Ocean has 
been frustrated by the refusal of the 
western powers to agree to the holding 
of an international conference on the 
Indian Ocean as a zone of peace. The 
proposed conference in Colombo has 
been postponed thrice and even now 
there is no certainty that it will be con- 
vened in Colombo next year. The west- 
ern contention has been that the pre- - 
sent international climate is not 
conducive for such a conference be- — 
cause of Soviet occupation of Afghani- - 
stan. Do you think the stalemate can 
be broken at all? 

A: The stalemate must be broken. 
The Indian Ocean cannot become a 
theatre of conflict for imported rival- 
ries. Outside military presence do not 
add to our security. They threaten our . 
stability and even our independence. - 
The United Nations unanimously de- 
clared-“the. Indian- Oceén a zone of’ 
peace.. ‘The conference ‘to implement 
this decision: mast bé canvened soon. 

Q: The six-year-old Iran-Iraq war 
seems nowhere near its end despite 
persistent. efforts of ‘lhe nonaligned . 
movement initiated by the late Prime” 
Minister Indira Gandhi, and intensic - 
fied under your chairmanship of the 
movement. Surely,: this- war . between ; 
two memberstates cuts at the very root - 
of one of the fundamental principles of * 
fhe movement and the: UN; namely 
peaceful settlement ofsdisputes he- _ 
tween member nations. Yet, the move- 
ment continties to be a witness, though 
not silent or inactive, to this fratricidal . 
war..Are there any. chances for a new 
initiative to end the Gulf war? 

A: Nothing has caused us so much 
distress or so badly damaged the move- 
ment as this tragic war between two 
members of the movement. Many have 

- tried.to bring the hostalities to an end. 
None has succeeded—nor have we. 
Both partiés will be in-Harare. We will 
do all we can to try:to facilitate an end - 
to- the conflict. But the: obstacles are . 
formidable: 

Q: You will recall. that it was at the 


Algiers summit that the nonaligned — 


movement .set its economic agenda 
with a call for a New International Ec- 
onomic Order... All “efforts towards 
launching global negotiations have 
been stalled due to negative policies 
and lack of political will on the part of 
some major industrialised countries. 
The seventh summit issued a call for an 


international “conference on money « 
- and finance, and thefé again, there has; 

no’ progress. ~Do ‘you expect the 
Harare summit to take up these issues i 
with greater ‘urgency hnd map out a~ 
strategy for the UN General Assembly - 
in order to counter the‘ ‘indifference-of 
western countries to the New Interna. . 
tional Ecenomic Order? | 

A: The ‘North-South dialogue ~ is 
. Stalled because of the-mistaken belief: 
that piecemeal, bilateral solutions can 
substitute multilateral’ agreements on 
., making the world economic order more 
- just; equitable and beneficial. This as- 
sessment is misplaced. The impera- 
‘tives of interdependence will eventual- 
ly prevail. And the dialogue will the ’® 
recommenice. In the meanwhile, we can - 
~ ourselves transform the existing eco- 
nomic order by much greater 
cooperation among the countries of the 
South. This seems to require, as a first 
step, much greater knowledge and 
. awareness at professional levels of our 
* potential for cooperation. This: must 
 Téeceive special attention at Harare. 

‘Q: Since its inception the 

= nonaligned movement has perserved 
-with efforts to achieve universal disar- 

* mament and eliminate the threat of a 
nuclear war. Under your leadership 
-‘there had been the six-nation meetings 
in Delhi and Mexico where proposals 

- were made to achieve these objectives 
and prevent the use of space for war- 

~ like goals. The Soviet Union has given 
you positive response whereas the 
United States continues to nurture 
misgivings. Where do we go from here? 
How does the nonaligned movement 
proposes to help the process of easir ; 
tension and preventing a nuclear 
holocaust? 

A: Yes, the Soviet response has 

- been encouraging. Its year-long mora- 
torium on testing must have given the 
United States time enough to make up 
whatever lag it was that they appre- 
hended. The Soviet moratorium has 
been extended a third time. We would 
like to see the United States and other 
nuclear weapon powers joining it. The 
sponsors of the six-nation five- 
continent initiative can undertake the 
verification of the moratorium. That 
will set the stage for meaningful negoti- 
ations to pull the world back from the 
brink of nuclear holocaust. 

Q: The problems of drug and terror- 
ism are becoming a common meance to 
socio-political stability in nonaligned 
countries across the continents. India 
is slowly becoming a dumping ground 
and conduit for drugs, apart from being 
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~“a victim of inspired terrorism. Will 
‘-monaligned leaders consider a plan of 
~ action for mutual cooperation to fight 
this twin evil? What obstacles stand in 
the way? 
; A: We will ourselves tackle our 
~ problems in India. But the nonaligned 
movement should certainly consider 
the menace posed to all countries by in- 
ternational rings of drug smugglers. In- 
ternational terrorism also causes grave 
™ concern to the nonaligned. 


/13046 
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ANALYST QUESTIONS QUALITY OF ADVICE GIVEN GANDHI 


Madras THE HINDU in English 25 Aug 86 p 9 





[Article by G.K. Reddy] 


[Text ] 


NEW DELHI, Aug. 24. 

After the latest muddle over the establish- 
ment of the proposed security belt, there is a 

owing realisation within the Government itself 

the Prime Minister, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, is not 
receiving the kind of expert advice that he 
should either from the bureaucracy or his 
senior Cabinet colleagues on high policy mat- 
ters before taking important decisions. 

There is an increasing tendency within Mr. 
Gandhi's inner circle to anticipate his wishes 
and acquiesce in what he wants to do without 
drawing his attention to the implications of 
hasty isions taken even with the best of in- 
tentions. 

Nobody told the Prime Minister that Article 
355 of the Constitution, which states quite ex- 
plicitly that “it shall be the duty of the Union to 
protect every State against external aggression 
or internal disturbances, conferred on the Cen- 
tre all the powers required for setting up the sec- 
urity belt. There was thus no need at all for first 
atternpting to amend the Constitution, then in- 
voking Article 249 to get an enabling resolution 
passed by the Rajya Sabha empowering Parlia- 
ment to legislate on the subject and then defer- 
ring the whole idea in the face of bitter opposi- 
tion from the Punjab Government. 


Wrong advice to Jagmohan: Similarly, the 
Governor of Jammu and Kashmir. Mr. 
Jagmohan. was wrongly advised in giving his 
concurrence to the Presidential order exten- 
ding Article 249 to the State. It is stipulated in 
Article 370, which limits the powers of Parlia- 
ment to make laws ir respect of Jammu and 
Kashmir, that the Government of the State 
means the Governor “acting on the advice of 
the Council of Ministers of the State for the 
time being in office.” 

This speciai Constitutional proviso must pre- 
vail over the general assumption that the Gover- 
nor exercises all the powers of the Government 
while the State is under his rule. Otherwise the 
Governor who is appointed by the Centre can 
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with one stroke of the pen nullify the special sta- 
tus of Jammu and Kashmir by extending the 
Constitution in its entirety to tive State, while 
there is no popular Government there. 

The Prime Minister's instincts are sound in 
the sense that he decides without any vacilla- 
tion to take the right steps to deal with different 
situations. But he is entitled to the best possible 
political and legal advice about the correctness 
of these steps and the consequences of such 
actions. 


It is the increasing tendency to treat his in- 
Clinations as directive that often leads to ill-con- 
sidered advice from his Cahinet colleagues 
and senior civil servants. The decision to 
amend the Criminal Procedure Code in the 
wake of the Shah Bano judgment by the Sup- 
reme Court was one such example of how a 
well-meaning desire of the Prime Minister to 
mollify Muslim opinion was mistaken for a poli- 
cy directive from him to amend the law without 
looking into its wider implications. 

Hasty decisions: At the administrative level. 
too, many such hasty decisions are taken with- 
Out proper consideration, often on the facile as- 
sumption that the Prime Minister, or those 
around him, would like the Ministries concern- 
ed to deal with those issues in that particular fa- 
shion. In the absence of any established norms 
for assessing their performance, the periodic 
reviews made by Mr. Gandhi of the functioning 
of different Ministries do not always lead to an 
accurate evaluation of the administrative capa- 
bilities of his colleagues. 

For example, there are still too many per- 
sonalities involved in the handling of the Sri 
Lankan situation. It should be obvious to all con- 
cerned that the real pressure point in Indias ef- 
forts to persuade the Jayewardene Govern- 
ment to meet the legitimate demands of the 
Tamil minority is the role of the militants in frustra- 
ting the attempts to impose a military solution. 


There is no justification for treating these mili- rot-like the old positions or respond abruptly 
tants shabbily by that the TULF can without weighing the policy implications. \ 
negotiate an agreement. if can be prevail- Too many cooks: The atter\pts to explain 
eee aan ert naaant antag away the many confusions that continue to pre- 
these crucial discussions. The absence of a vail in the interpretation of the new economic 
ler rapport between the Indian mediators and pursuits have not had the desired impact. if 
these militants has been leading to a lot of avoida- only because too many Ministers have been talk- 
ble complications in the Prime Minister's efforts ing in diferent tones in different contexts. It is 
to see this tragic tangle ended soon. not a happy situation for the Prime Minister to 

Superficiality: In other spheres of foreign have to publicly disown the views of one of his 
policy, such as the conduct of the Sino-indian Cabinet colleagues on the public sector, since 
border talks, the handling of the Ganga waters several others also seem to be under the im- 
issues, the balancing of relationship with the pression that Mr. Gandhi himself was in favour 
two superpowers and the articulation of the coun- of giving a better opportunity to free enterprise. 


It remains to be seen to what extent the 


World, has been an unzni element Prime Minister will utilise the experience he has 
of superficiality with the result that the Prime gained in the last 20 months to improve the de- 
Minister does not have the benefit of the best cision-making processes of the Government. 
available advice. There is consequently, a high As he is entitled to obtain the best possible ad- 
of ad hocism in India’s responses to ra- vice while reserving the final decisions to him- 
developing situations that require deeper self, the impending Cabinet reshuffle should en- 
consideration in pursuit of the ‘s en- able him to strengthen his team to the extent 
| self-interest, with the result the possible in the present circumstances. 
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MERGER OF CONGRESS-J, CONGRESS-I REPORTED, DENIED 
Arjun Singh Press Conference 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 26 Aug 86 pp l, 9 


[Text ] 


‘ NEW DETHI, Aug. ..25.—As ex- 
pected,-the Congress (J) headed 
by Mrs Indrani‘ Jagjivan Ram, to 
day merged in the Congress (I). 
The path to. the Therger had 
been paved quite some time. ago 
by Jagjivan Ram’s daughter, Mrs 
Meera Kumiar, getting elected to 
the Lok Sabha on.a Congress (1) 
ticket. After Jagjivan Ram’s death 
last month, the party ‘was left rud- 
derle: 


ess. 

Announcing the merger, the Con 
gress (I) vice-president, Mr Arjun 
Singh, said at a Press conference 
this morning that the party presi- 
dent, Mr Rajiv Gandhi, accepted 
the unanimous. offer of the Con- 
gress (J) working committee in 
this regard. 

He said there were no precondl- 
tions for the merger. 

Mr Arjun Singh said at the Press 
conference, attended by Congress 
(J) office-bearers that the Con- 
gress (J) working committee Ied 
by Mrs Indrani Jagjivan Ram met 
Mr Gandhi and conveyed to him its 
resolution of August 23 to merge 
with the Congress (I). 

The resolution was signed py 
Mrs Indrani Jagjivan Ram, party 
president, Mr Ganpat Hiralal and 


genera! ‘secretaries,» ‘Mr Tayuvb 
Hussain, Mr Nathuni Ram and Mr 
Satyadev Tripathi. P Sgt 

Mr Arjun Singh, as well as the 
Congress (J) ° office-bearers - éaid 
the late Jagjivan Ram had indi- 
cated his “feeling” on. juining 
hands with the Congress (L) at his 
last birthday on April 5. 

Mr Arjun Singh said this dect- 
sion of the Congress (J) marked 
the process of consolidation of all 
democratic and scialist forces in 
response to the call given by Mr 
Gandhi at the Indian Youth Con 
gress (I) convention. : 

A resolution ‘adopted - by the 
Congress (J) working committee 
said it was the considered view of 
the party that the country was pas- 
sing through critical times and d's. 
ruptive. forces were bent upon 
destryoing the unity and intezrity 
of the country in the name of re 
ligion, language and region. 


The resolution quoted Jagjivan 
Ram as saving thet the “nation is 
also everything” and said, inspired 
by the ideals of their late leader. 
they had decided to merge their 
party in the Congress (I). 

The Congress (I) vice-president 
seid he welcomed “all friends” 
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who have joined the Congress (I) 
“to share the burden and excite- 
ment of building a_ strong and 
united India.” 


“It would have been a great day 
if the revered leader, Jagjivan 
Ram, was alive,”’ he remarked. 

“T am.confident that this process 
initiated by the late Jagjivan Ram 
will strengthen the hands of the 
Prime Minister in his service to 
the nation,” he said. 


When a reporter pointed out that 
the Congress (J} was critical of 
Indira Gandhi and asked why the 
Congress (I) was admitting into its 
fold all: those who “abused” Indira 
Gandhi for 10 years, Mr Arjun 
Singh replied there was nothing 
wrong in accommodating those who 
believed in the Congress ideology 
and particularly when they had 
realized that “this is the only party 
that can deliver the goods.” Thev 
might have misjudged the situation 
sometire, but if they now fee) 
that only the Congress 
the country, there was 
wrong in readmitting them into 
the party. The Congress iI) waa 
large enough to assimilate them.” 


nothing 


can save: 


Youth Lecder’s Denial 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 26 Aug 86 p 1 


[Text ] 
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“NEW DELHI, Aug. 25.—The. re- 
port that the Indian Congress (J) 
has merged in the Congress (I)5 
was contradicted by Mr Jzgdish- 
Gupta, oresident of the Indian 
Youth Congress (J), as a “fraud 
and complete distortion of facts.” 


In. a statement he said the Con- 
fress (J) was founded by Jagiivan 
Ram to fight for the cause of the 
roor and the oppressed pernle of 
the. country. “It still stands with 
the same aim and objective.” 


A handful of expelled people 
from the party “have no right to 
talk on behalf of Congress (J).” 


Mr Gupta said “the Congress (J) 
existed with Mr Harbans Singh 
Bhalla as its president .who was 
elected by the Congress (J) work: 
ing committee, soon after the de- 
reise of Jagjivan Ram. Mrs Indrant 
Devi has never been a member of 
Congress (J). She has never been 
elected as president, and, there- 
fore, she does not have any right 
to merge Congress (J) with any 
party. Here is a decision of an 
idividual,. not of the party.” 
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DEVELOPMENTS IN SINO-INDIAN BORDER DISPUTE 


PRC Charge Rejected 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 26 Aug 86 p 1 


[Text ] 


‘NEW DELBI, ‘Aug. '25.—India has 

rejected the Chinese allegation 
carried. in a report by the People’s 
Naily that Indien troops and ai: 
craft had intruded into Chinese 
territory in the eastern .sector. 


The Chinese report accused New. 


Delhi of.trying to “nibble away 
Chinese land”. It had rejected 
charges by India that Chinese fore- 
es had intruded into north-eastern 
India as “unwarranted and distor- 
ed propaganda”. 


Answering questions on the Chi- 
nese report, a svokesman of the 


External Affairs Ministry reiterat- 
ed today the view of the Indian 
Government as spelt out in Par- 
liament by the Minister for Exter- 
nal Affairs, Mr Shiv Shankar, on 
August 1, and the Minister of State 
Mr K. R. Narayanan, on August 8. 


In his statement, Mr Shiv Shan- 


kar had made the following major: 


points: that the McMahon Line on 
the eastern border was not recog- 
nized by China which talked of 
the ‘line of actual control’ that the 
McMahon Line was a thick line 
drawn by Mr McMahon in 1914 


whose position on the ground could’ 


be a few kilometres different- in 


Soviet Reaction Awaited 


Madras THE HINDU in English 3 Sep 86 p l 


[Article by G.K. Reddy] 


[Text ] 


NEW DELHI. Sept. 2. Invoking 


INDIA 


one direction or the other; and that 
the Chinese, despite India’s ‘plead- 
ings even at the recent round of 
official-level talks had not given 
the alignment of the line of actual 
control which «ould help to see if 
r= approximated to the McMahon 


“Mr Narayanan. had also spoken 
of the intrusion by the Chinese in 
the Sumdorang Valley and referr- 
ed to the construction of. a make- 
shift helipad in the inttuded terri- 
tory. India has noted that the Chi- . 
nese had shifted their concept of 
the line of.actual control and had 
not given its alignment since 1959. 


treaty: But a section of informed In- 


The Indian foreign policy experts, who have 
generally welcomed the Soviet leader, Mr. 
Mikhail Gorbach<.'s latest overtures to China, 
are waiting to see how Moscow would react to 
any strains that might develop in Sino-indiar re- 
lations in the wake of the recent intrusion by 
China through the Zing La pass into the 
“sma Chu valley across the McMahon 
ine. 

Tine Prime Minister, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, and the 
External Affairs Minister, Mr. P. Shiv Shanker, 
have quite rightly played down the military signi- 
ficance of this intrusion to stress the Indian de- 
sire for a negotiated settlement of the border 
dispute. 
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dian opinion. which does not necessarily reflect 
the thinking of the Government, has been of the 
view that it would not be a bad idea to test the 
Soviet response by invoking Article 9 of the 
Indo-Soviet treaty and calling for consultations, 
if only to forestall the possibility cf China oc- 
cupying some of the strategic passes in the 
area—Hatung La, Sulu La, Lungro La and 
Chsmakarpo La—to strengthen its tactical posi- 
tion around the Thandrong and Wangdong pas- 
tures of the Sumdorong Chu valley in the 
Tawang district. 

When it decided to open a dialogue with 
China over the border dispute, the Government 
had to assure Moscow repeatedly that India 





Pg eae hase f rene 
am course for avoidi en- 
tanglement in this border dispute, it would log 
Cally amount to a dilution of its treaty obliga- 
tions with an unmistakable hint that India should 
not count on its support in the event of an escala- 
tion. The farthest limit to which Moscow might 
go in such a situation is to offer its friendly ad- 
vice to both, as it did in 1962, to settle the con- 
flict peacefully in a spirit of mutual accommoda- 
tion, which would be totally different from the 
ae support it Sa to a in 1971 to 
in China from ing involved in - 
ladesh conflict. atte igi 
The Government of India has not so far given 
expression to such concerns, but, at the intel- 
lectual level, some of those who are known for 
their pro-Moscow leanings in foreign policy 
matters, have started voicing their misgivings 
onmanty about possible changes in the Soviet 
attitudes. 


India's Position Explained 


Madras THE HINDU in English 27 Aug 86 p l 


[Article by G.K. Reddy] 


[Text ] 


NEW DELHI, Aug. 26. 

The Foreign Ministers of India and China, Mr. 
P. Shiv Shanker and Mr. Wu Xuegqian. are ex- 
pected to meet in New York during the U.N. 
General Assembly session in late tember, 
or early in October when they will have an op- 
portunity to exchange views on recent de- 
velopments in Sino-indian relations. It is cus- 
tomary for Foreign Ministurs of various coun- 
tries to meet on such occasions to keep up con- 
tacts. 
India's External Affairs Ministers have been 
meeting their Chinese counterparts at the U.N. 
in recent years when they happen to be in New 
York around the same time. No special signific- 
ance is attached tu such meetings in normal cir- 
cumstances, but on this occasion any meeting 
would assume a certain amount of political im- 
portance. This is beca’ ise of the recent Chinese 
intrusion into the Sumdorong Chu Valley of 
Tawang district in the eastern sector of the bor- 
der, which has strained Sino-Indian relations. 


New dispute: Though the Government of 
India has been playing down this development, 
the fact remains that a new “dispute within a dis- 
pute” has arisen over the Chinese action just 
when the two countries were about ready to 
come to grips with the substantive aspects of 
the border problem. This unfortunate episode 
has led to a break in the continuity of normal 
contacts, since Chinese and Indian diplomats in 
Delhi and Beijing are not calling at the two 
Foreign Ministries as frequently as they used to 
do until the incident. 

Garrison reinforced: It is not so much 
Chinese intrusion into the Thandrong and 
Wangdong pastures of the Sumdorong Chu 
Valley that has caused concern in India as the 
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reported reinforcement of the Chinese garrison 
at the adjoining border pass at Zing La. It is con- 
nected by a motorable feeder road with the la- 
teral highway that has been built along the 
McMahon Line. 

The steps the Chinese have been taking to 
consolidate their administrativ.. and military pre- 
sence in the border areas on the Tibet side 
have logically led to an increase in the size of 
Chinese garrisons near several strategic pas- 
ses along the so-called Line of Actual Control 
which is roughly same as the McMahon Line in 
most places. 

A small Indian contingent has been camping 
during the summer months at Thandrong and 
Wangdong in recent years to maintain a token 
Indian presence there. But this year, the 
Chinese moved in earlier. They not only occu- 
pied the wooden hut built by India, but also set 
up a reguiar camp connected by a jeepable 
track with the main Chinese garrison across 
Zing La to provide the necessary logistical sup- 
port 


India sticks to commitment: There are three 
other border passes of equal strategic import- 
ance in this area along the McMahon Line—Ha- 
tung La, Sulu La and Lungro La—not occu- 
pied by India or China at present. As the two 
countries had agreed at the fourth round of offi- 
cial level talks in 1984 to maintain the status 
quo pending a negotiated settlement of the bor- 
der dispute. India continues to keep away from 
these passes, even after the Chinese violated 
the understanding by intruding into the 
Sumdorong Chu Valley on the Indian side. 

But there is no guarantee that the Chinese 
wili not do the same to gain a tactical advan- 
tage by setting up posts at these three passes, 
claiming that they are on their side of the dis- 
puted border in this highly strategic salient 
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dominating the Ta ang district. : 

News Agency put out on Saturday’ accu- 

cre nile ¢ Sumatera Meera aee 2 
5 has 


to assess: It is difficult to say at this 
point whether China moved into the 
Sumdorong Chu Valley simply to assert that it 
has not abandoned its territorial claims in the 
east, to pave the way for a possible compro- 
mise in the west, or whether it was intended to 
be a probing move to assess the Indian reac- 
tion before resorting to similar action along the 
other strategic passes in the region. 

If the two Foreign Ministers meet in New 
York during the General Assembiy session it 
would enable Mr. Shiv Shanker to gauge the 
new Chinese mood by posing some pointed 
questions to elicit the necessary clarifications 
from Mr. Wu Xueqian about the latest stand of 
his Government. But this is an exercise that has 
to be conducted without adopting rigid post- 
ures for public consumption. 

It calls for a careful study of this complex pro- 
blem so that one can speak with detailed know- 
a B. S0 Ses Stee eens on Corey 

or keepi latest controversy over 
NOTONG ‘Chu intrusion within manageable 
imits. . 
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UTTAR PRADESH CHIEF MINISTER EXPANDS CABINET 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 27 Aug 86 p l 


{Text ] 
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Lucknow, Aug 26 — Chief Minister 
Veer Bahadur Singh today inducted 
three new Cabinet ministers, four Min- 
isters of State and a Deputy Minister 
setting at rest speculations that he was 
on way out. 

The new Cabinet ministers are Mr 
Gopinath Dixit, Mr Saidul Hasan and 
Mr Ammar Rizvi. The new Ministers 
of State are Mr Pradeep Kumar 
Sharma, Mrs Deepa Kaul, Mr 
Ramnath Munshi and Mr Surendra 
Singh. 

Mrs Promila Budhwar was made a 
Deputy Minister. 

The new entrants were given the 
vath of office and secrecy at a simple 
ceremony at Raj Niwas by Governor 
Mohammad Usman Arif. 


In a re-allocation of portfolios soon 
after the swearing in ceremony, the 
Chief Minister divested himself of the 
portfolios of Home, Labour and Parlia- 
mentary Affairs. He gave Home to Mr 
Gopinath Dixit, Labour to Mr Saidul 
Hasan and Parliamentary Affairs to 
Ammar Rizvi, who has staged a come- 
back after a gap of almost two years. 

The Chief Minister also gave inde- 
pendent charge of Urban Development 
Department to Mrs Padma Seth. 


4600/0005 


The expansion of the Cabinet was 
quite on the cards for some months, 
but the Chief Minister was obviously 
not getting a green sirnal from.Delhi. 
And so his detractors had begun float- 
ing the theory that his ouster was 
imminent. 

The issue appears to have been 
clinched during his recent meeting 
with the Prime Minister in Nainital. 

After his return from Nainital, the 
Chief Minister had told newsmen that 
the Prime Minister was satisfied with 
the performance of his government, 
particularly the efforts being made for 
the implementation of the 20-point 
programme and on the law and order 
front. 


According to knowledgeable sourc- 
es, Mr Rajiv Gandhi was quite satisfied 
with the performance of the Veer 
Bahadur Singh Ministry and cleared 
the list which the Chief Minister re- 
ported to have carried with him to 
Nainital. 

Mr Veer Bahadur Singh himself 
was sworn in as Chief Minister on 24 
September last year. The next day he 
was joined by 10 Cabinet ministers and 
seven Ministers of State. 
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NEW INDIRA LOYALIST PARTY PLANS OCTOBER CONVENTIONS 


Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 25 Aug 86 p 4 


[Text ] 


Bombay, Aug. 24: Rebel Con- 


gressmen, who call themselves: 


Indira loyalists, will be holding 
conventions at the end of Octo- 
ber in various states, according 
to the former AICC(I) general 
secretary, Mr S.S. Mohapatra, 

Besides two former chief 
ministers, Mr A.R. Antulay, and 
Mr Babasaheb Bhosale, Mr 
Mohapatra said the loyalists 
were in touch with Congress(S) 
leaders, “for a unified action 


from persons of the Congress. 


culture.” 

The former finance minister, 
Mr Pranab Mukherjee and Dr 
Sisir Bose, had earlier met the 
Congress(S) president, Mr Shar- 
ad Pawar, Mr Mohapatra said. 

Efforts are on to mobilise sup- 
port from the Opposition, dissi- 
dent Congressmen and “cap- 
able” persons in the Congress(I) 
who have been denied tickets by 
the high command. The all-India 
steering committee has already 
organised conventions in West 
Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, Gu- 
jarat and Kerala. Conventions 
will be held in Bombay, Pune 
and Nagpur. 

“We have got very good re- 
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sponse in Maharashtra. We ex- 


pect, along with a number of. 


Youth Congress, INTUC and 
other members, four former 
state chief ministers to join us. 
Soon we might emerge as the 
real Congress. But by the time 
the next elections come, even if 


we do not defeat the Congres- 


s{1), we will at least have a 
negative effect on them. We are 
collecting a list of former MPs, 
MLAs and those capable loyalist 
Congressmen who have been de- 
nied party tickets,” Mr Mohapat- 
ra told The Telegraph. 

In Orissa, efforts are on to 
procure the support of Mr Biju 
Patnaik and destabilise the J.B. 
Patnaik government which is 
already unsteady with its cur- 
rent style of functioning and 
growing dissidence in the party. 
“The dissidents are already 
more than 60 per cent of the 
total number of Congress MLAs 
in Orissa. If the high command 
does not Change the leadership, 
they are likely to form a sepa- 
rate bloc. Most of the dissidents 
were formerly Mr Patnaik’s 
men,” Mr Mohapatra said. 

The show of strength that the 
rebels propose would dent the 
shaky Rajiv Gandhi govern- 
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ment, which “is surviving on the 
residuary euphoria of Mrs Gan- 
dhi,” according to Mr Mohapat- 
ra, who described the Prime 
Minister’s policies as “a com- 
plete failure. His three accords 
in Punjab, Assam and Mizoram 
are anti-national and because of 
his functioning, Delhi looks like 
a police state with commandos 
after every 20 yards. At this rate 
there will soon be anarchy,” Mr 
Mohapatra said. 

He also lashed out at the 
“coterie” around the the Prime 
Minister, who were half- 
educated and corrupt. Those 
who had been close to Mrs Gan- 
dhi were now out of favour, and 
those against her were in power, 
Mr Mohapatra alleged. 


Demanding the resignation of 
the Maharashtra chief minister, 
Mr S.B. Chavan, for failing to 
provide adequate security for 
Gen. Vaidya, Mr Mohapatra ac- 
cused him of functioning like a 
“Rip Van Winkle.” Gen. Vaidya 
was ‘left unprotected. After his 
assassination the chief minister 
has realised the problems of 
security and is seeing to it that- 
he himself is adequately pro- 
tected.” he added. 
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REPORTAGE, COMMENT ON GANDHI ACTIVITIES IN ZIMBABWE 


Madras THE HINDU in English 31 Aug 86 p 12 


[Text] 


Remarks at Agricultural Show 


“Your success is assured, your brothers and sis- 
ters in India are with you in this task", he added. 


“Ours is not a saga of unimpeded triumph 
but of trial and error, learning, —— and try- 
ing again.” The Prime Minister said India's chal- 
lenge was now to move from food self-suf- 
ficiency to nutritional adequacy. Unlike in many 
countries, no attempt was made in India to 
squeeze agriculture to find the capital resour- 
ces for industrialisation. The whole thrust of Re- 
search and Development was to make agricul- , 
ture more productive, he said paying tributes to 
the Indian farmer for ushering in the green re- 
volution. 

In 20 years there had been a five fold in- 
crease in wheat production and India now had 
the potential to dramatically increase the output 
of rice, fruit, vegetables as also dryland | 
= as coarse grain, pulses and oilseeds, 
said. 

Award for pavilion: The indian pavilion at the 
farm show has been awarded the Coat of Arms 
special award as the first prize by the Harare 


branch of the Zimbabwe National Chamber of 
Commerce. India has also received the Anglo- 
American award for the best designed stand. 

Participants at the pavilion included the Agri- 
culture Ministry, the Indian Council of Agricultu- 
ral Research and the National Dairy Develop- 
ment Board.—UNI 


Zimbabwe Television Appearance 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 1 Sep 86 ppl, 9 


{Text ] 


HARARE, Aug. 31.—Mr Rajiv Gandhi. said today 
that India would have to “think about it” if the front- 
line States asked for arms supplies to meet the threat 
from South Africa, report PTI and UNI. But he told 
Zimbabwe television that he and Prime Minister Ro- 
bert Mugabe had had no discussion on the question 
when they met for 90 minutes last night. 
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“Mr Garidhi said fn’ answer to 
Question that it would be a “good 
idea” if the leaders of frontline 


States met President Reagan as 
they had wanted to. He, however, 
Said he was told that the White 
House had not received any such 
proposa)] trom the frontline States. 

“This does not mean that the 
White House 1s_ rejecting the 
idea”, he said. : 

Regarding the proposal for sane 
tions against South Africa, the 
Prime Minister said these were 
essential and would have a tremen- 
dous psychological impact ~on 
South Africa. 

Mr Gandhi admitted that there 
might be some leakages as certain 
countries might not fully go along 
v"*h the sanctions. 


But “we must carry the major 
countries with us” and create pub- 
lic opinion in’ the USA, he said. 
Though President Reagan was. not 
in.favour of economic sanctions, 
the Senate and Congress had 
clearly favoured imposition of 
sanctions, he added. ~ 

Asked how the USA and: Britain 
could be. pressured to agree to 
sanctions, Mr Gandhi said: “We 
are building an tnternationa] demo. 
cratic system. It consists of. builld- 
ing up public opinion and pres 
sure”. President Reagan and Mrs 
Thatcher would have to listen to 
public opinion in their countries, 
he added. 


Questioned on the threats to 


frontline States from Pretoria, the: 


Prime Minister said that one of 
the subjects the movement had 
been discussing was how to help 
the people. . 

Mr Gandh! said: “We shoula 
come out with something positive. 
Indications have already been 
given and are contained in the 
statement agreed upon by the 
Foreign Ministers. We must take 
it forward. I svoke about it ‘ast 
night with Mr Robert Muzabe”. - 


-On the issues betore the NAM 


summit beginning tomorrow, Xr 
Gandhi said South Africa would 
he among the main tssues but it 
did not mean the other issues 
such as disarmament and econo 
mic cooperation could be ignored. 

Referring to the criticism that 
Such conferences ended up onlv 
with resolutions, Mr Gandhi said 
it was not correct. 


Earlier, the Prime Minister hos- 
ted a luncheon for the Botswana 
President, Mr Quett Masire. Mr 
Gandhi had posiponed a visit to 
Bstswuna to stzy on for pre-sum- 
mit consultations. 


On the achievements of the 
movement = in recent yvears Mr 
Gandni said it had wken a “roli- 
tiea::y clear” stand on several 
issues, including Lidya und Niccra- 
gua, 

About disarmament, he said, it 
Was cCus:icully « auestion of ore- 
Puring worid public opinion. 
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On bilateral relations with Zim- 
babwe. Mr Gandhi said India 
could provide assistance in agri-: 
culture and transport. He said he 
had given Mr Mugabe a ieport 
Prepared by Indian exrerts for co 
O:cration in the field of Railways. 


VIABLE STRATEGY 


The weec-long non-aligned sum- 
Ir.t propzses to evolve a viable 
si-.tegy to give all possible as- 
si.‘ance to tre miliary st:ug7le 
aZ2inst aparthe‘d in South Africa 
anj to defend the (frontline States 
agiinst retaliatory ac.ion by the 
rac st regime. 


This was the indication avail- 
able here after the informal pre- 
su~-mit parleys that the non-alizn- 
ed ,leaders kad with their chzir- 
mzn, Mr Gandhi and his succes 
sor, Mr Mugabe. 


Significant suggestions which 
emerged from  ihese discussions 
in‘luded the creation of some kind 
of a force to protect the frontline 
States from their hostile neizh- 
tour, an economic package to 
bolster their economies so as to 
face the consequences of sanctions 
against the Pretoria regime and 
greater assistance to the Airican 
National Congress. 


SULIDARITY FUND 


Non-aligned countries also pro 
pose to es.ablish a new solidarity 
fund ‘o help reduce cependence of 
frontline States on South. Africa. 

At the brief opening ceremony 
tomorrow, Mr Gandhi will hand 
over charge to Mr Mugabe who. 
pt. then deliver his keynote ad- 

ress. 


On the onening day, the leaders 
momorate the 25th anniversary of 
wi'l hold a special] session to com- 
the non-aligned movement. Tre 
first summit was held in Be!grade 
in 1951 under the chairmanship of 
President Tito. It was a.tended by 
25 countries Now, its membership. 
has risen to 101, 


Zimbabwe hzs asked India for a 
saq’adren of MIG 21s with Indian 


pilots to defend the vital Beira 
corridor that links Harare with tne 
nearest seaport in the Indian 
par the Ovserver newspaper said 
today, 


A secret defence protocol has 
been drawn up for Mr CGandhi’s 
causiceration while he is in Zim- 
babwe for the sum-it. the paper 
said. add ng .hat Mr Gandhi was 
+ lg “O be sympatheiic to the 
idea. 


However, a snokesman for Mr 
G2ndhi today cente:! the repcrt. ; 

Mzranwnhiic, Cuba said today its’ 
troops Mav sotn withdraw ircm 
Morxist Angoia, ad:s AP. 


The Cubin Fsrcizgn Minister, Mr 
Isidoro <Azivierea, predicted a 
swift wi.:drawsl of Cuban troeps 
from Angola, but gave no date. 














Speech to Nonaligned Session 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 2 Sep 86 p l 


[Article by R.K. Mishra] 


[Excerpt] Harare, Sept 1 is “in the vanguard of the transition 
he eighth Non-Aligned a domination to democracy among 
. nations”. 

oregneg! began here today Describing the 20th century as “a 
} with a passionate appeal century of political upheavals and sci- 
by Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi entific revelations”, Mr Gandhi 
and Mr Robert Mugabe of Zim- saidthe most remarkable development 
babwe for immediate halt to nu- of our age is the awakening of human 
i . The souls of long sup- 

clear tests to save the world from i nage 


a catastrophe. 

Both the outgoing and new 
chairmen of the Non-Aligned 
Movement, speaking on behalf of 
entire mankind and directly rep- 
resenting two-thirds of the 
human population, applauded 
the Soviet decision of a moratori- 
um on nuclear tests and called 
upon other nuclear weapon pow- 
ers, particularly the United 
States, to make a similar 


response. 

Leaders of 99 countries from all 
over the world and legendary figures of 
several liberation movements heard 
Mr Rajiv Gandhi’s appeal to save the 
world from war “which would leave no 
nation untouched” and after which “no 
form of life would survive”. | 

Addressing the 25th anniversary 
session of the Non-Aligned Movement, 
Mr Gandhi said “nuclear confrontation 
must not be allowed to move in new di- 
rections” hoping that the leaders of the 
United States and the Soviet Union 
will meet before the end of the year and 
take specific measures to reduce and 
eventually eliminate nuclear 
weapons. 

“A great responsibility rests on the 
leaders of the United States and the 
Soviet Union”, Mr Gandhi pointed 
out. 

He reminded the impressive gather- 
ing of Kings and Presidents, revolu- 
tionaries and traditionalists, Prime 
Ministers and leaders of national liber- 
ation struggles that the Non-Aligned 
Movement arose out of our fight 
against foreign rule, imperialism and 
colonialism”. The movement, he said, 


pressed peuple have found 
utterances. 

“They will not tolerate injustice and 
deprivation” he reminded the leaders 
who begin tomorrow a comprehensive 
review of the political and economic 
situation on this planet. 

“It is only a universal vision and a 
compassionate heart that can achieve 
the correlation between these aspira- 
tions and the possibilities opened up by 
technology. Our movement represents 
that universal vision and that passion. 
We must succeed, we shall succeed”, he 
said amidst thunderous applause. 

Commending nonalignment as ‘an 
alternative world view’, the Prime 
Minister asserted that member-states 
could not let the powerful decide what 
is good for them. 

The outgoing NAM chairman de- 
clared “We come from more than a 
hundred nations, but we belong to one 
human family. We want our family to 
live better. We want it to be not half af- 
fluent, half deprived”. 

Tracing how the movement has 
grown to become a force it is today, Mr 
Gandhi noted significantly that many 
even within the blocs ‘have begun to 
think like us’. 

“They have lost faith in militarist 
philosophies and the politics of the bal- 
ance of terror. They recognise that 
non-alignment represents an alterna- 
tive world view — a way out of the im- 
passe in which conventional interna- 
tional politics and civilisation find 
themselves”. 

Stressing that the Non-Aligned 
Movement had withstood ‘the weight 
of the blocs’, the Prime Minister said: 
“The powerful might think that they 
alone know what is good for us. We 
have resisted the blandishments and 
guarantees”. 





“We who asserted our right to make 
our own choices could not again agree 
to decisions being made elsewhere”. 

Describing the international eco- 
nomic scene as “irrational, unequal and 
chaotic”, Mr Gandhi pointed out that 
all that the developing countries ask in 
calling for a new international econom- 
ic order was simple economic sense. 

“The stronger we are economically 
the more respect we shal get from the 
economically strong. We the Non- 


‘Aligned, we the developing, are not 


without scientific and technological 
knowledge. By sharing our skills and 
resources, we will be in a better posi- 
tion to bring the developed to the table 
of dialogue”, he said. 

The success of the Harare summit 
would be judged by the extent to which 
the movement could hasten the libera- 
tion of the people of South Africa and 
the emergence of Namibia as a sover- 
eign nation, Mr Gandhi said. 

He also expressed India’s solidarity 
with the ‘much persecuted intrepid 





eS ee 
that the Non-Aligned countries agree 


datory sanctions by the UN Security 
Council. 

Foreign ministers of the movement 
might visit key industrial countries— 
UK, Germany, Japan and the US—to 
press for sanctions. 

On another matter of grave con- 
cern, Mr Mugabe said the debt crisis 
must he neutralised through 
coordinated plans, initiatives and 
schemes. “To do nothing is suicidal. To 
allow the monster to deal with us on ‘a 
case by case basis’ is a recipe for 

Lauding Mr Mugabe’s address as 
inspiring, Mr Rajiv Gandhi said it 


Pgiestinians’ and also supported would set the tone and standard for the 

Nicaragua’s right to resist foreign discussions. The summit accepted his 

intervention. proposal that the address be treated as 
a conference document. 


[Box, p 1] 


Services of Indira Gandhi Recalled 


Harare, Sept 1 (UNI) —The serv- 
ices of Indira Gandhi to the cause of 
the nonaligned movement were re- 
called by speakers at the opening ses- 
sion of the eighth Nonaligned Sum- 
mit here today. 

New NAM chairman Robert 
Mugabe described her as a devoted 
champion of nonaligned countries 
and a dedicated daughter of India. 

President Spyros Kypriano of 
Cyprus in his tribute said Mrs 
Gandhi had led the movement with 
vision and courage. “We shail re- 
member this great daughter of India 
as pillar of NAM”, he added. 

Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat referred to the “mar- 
tyrdom of Indira Gandhi” and de- 
scribed her as not only the leader of 
India but of all freedom loving people 
of the world. 

Later the conference observed a 
minute’s silence in memory of Mrs 
Gandhi and for other leaders who 
had died since the New Delhi summit 
in 1983. 
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[Article by L.K. Sharma] 


[Text ] 


HARARE, September 2. 


IN his major speech as the 
Outgoing chairman of the 
non-ali movement, Mr. 
Rajiv Gandhi today urged the 
summit leaders to come out 
with a package of assistance for 
the frontline African states. He 
committed India’s help to all 
African states that would have 
to bear the brunt of Pretoria’s 
retaliation. 

As for measures i the 
racist South Africa, Mr. Gandhi 
said the non-aligned nations 
should press ahead with sanctions 
whether others were prepared to 
do so or not. The actions of the 
Pretoria regime constituted a clear 
and persistent threat to inter- 
—_— peace and security, he 
said. 

He pointed out how Pretoria had hit 
back at Zambia and Zimbabwe which, 
as members of the Commonwealth, 
had agreed to imposition of sanctions. 
“The frontline states have been sub- 
jected to subversion, economic ag- 
gression and armed attack. Their secur- 
ity is jeopardised by a regime which 
subverts their stability, arms and 
finances mercenaries, abets puppet re- 
bels, bombs neighbours with impunity 
and even invades them with its troops. 
It is guilty of interference, intervention, 
subversion and outright aggression.” 

Mr. Gandhi said freedom in South 
Africa would brook no further delay. 
The question starkly was liberty now 
with innocent lives saved, or liberty 


later in a welter of blood. Sanctions 
could yet secure a relatively peaceful 
transition to racial equality and ma- 
jority rule. Else, unprecedented viol- 
ence would mow down a multitude of 
the finest flowers of South Africa, he 
warned. 

On disarmament, Mr. Gandhi said 
the Soviet Union had responded to the 
$ix-nation initiative with a unilateral 
moratonum, extended three times, 
most recently in the wake of the 
Mexico declaration. “We seek a similar 
response from the other nuclear 
weapons power,” Mr. Gandhi said. 

Without naming the United States 
oF its strategic defence iniflative, Mr. 
Gandhi noted that “allegedly im- 
penetrable defences” were sought to be 
placed in outer space. No shield was 
impervious and nuclear suicide was 
being fostered by such dangerous de- 
lusions. Only nuclear disarmament 
and peaceful co-existence could 
guarantee human survival. he said. 


EXTERNAL PRESSURES 


Talking of external ;tessures on the 
non-aligned countries, Mr. Gandhi 
said that international order could not 
be preserved if some powerful coun- 
tries arrogate to themselves the mght to 
unilateral action which transgressed 
international law. “Where we seck 
consensus, others seek to browbeat us. 
We are prepared to consider, de- 
liberate, negotiate, but we shail not 
submit”, Mr. Gandhi declared. 

In the case of Namibia, Mr. Gandhi 
recalled that eight years ago, the secur- 
ity council had unanimously agreed on 
a plan for freeing Namibia. Power bloc 
rivalries and vested interests brougnt 
extraneous issues to the fore. Pretona 
thwarted in Namibia the will of the 
trustceship council, the International 
Court of Justice, the general assembly 


and the secunty council. 

Forces of oppression also operated 
elsewhere more insidiously, but with 
no less effect. The valiant Palestinians, 
bloodied but unbowed, were being 
denied an independent state in their 
homeland. “We shall stand by the 
PLO, the sole, authentic representative 
of Palestine, in its struggle to secure for 
its peopl- their inalienable national 
nights”, Mr. Gandhi said. 


In Central America and the Carib- 
bean, there was outside intimidation 
and interference. “We -stand by the 
people of Nicaragua whose unflinching 
bravery and passionate commitment to 
freedom was an inspiration to all.” Mr. 
Gandhi said. 

On the Iran-Iraq war, Mr. Gandhi 
regretted that all attempts to resolve 
the conflict by the non-aligned move- 
ment had failed just as similar efforts 
by others had also not succeeded. 


In the sphere of international econ- 
omic relations, Mr. Gandhi regretted 
that for want of bold vision, the north- 
south dialogue remained frustrated. 
The debt problem of the developing 
countnes had been particulariy on- 
erous in Latin America and Africa. He 
said he was sorry to note the decline of 
multilateralism because developed 
countnes had opted for bilateral politi- 
cal persuasion and pressure. 


PTI adds: Pakistan 's pressing for a 
non-aligned endorsement of its 
proposal for a nuclear free zone cover- 
ing south Asia—a mc ve that is seen as 
being aimed at emb< rrassing India. 

Pakistan has tabl d a controversial 
amendment to the p pi:tical declaration 
to seek support ai the non-aligned 
summit for such a zone. 

India’s opposition to the move is 
well-known. 
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[Article by M.J. Akbar] 


[Text ] 


Harare, Sept. 2: Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi walked a fine rope 
between his requirements as the 
outgoing chairman of the nona- 
ligned movement and his duty to 
protect India’s interests in terms 
of foreign policy in his statement 
to the eighth summit at Harare 
this morning. 

In a on worded speech 
that was clearly a marriage of 
hours of drafting with skillful 
English, the Prime Minister 
reiterated the nonaligned posi- 
tion on a wide range of world 
issues without ever specifically 


naming the US, or attacking it 


on an issue over which the nona- 
ligned movement has taken 
great umbrage, the US assault 
on Libya. 

Despite the fact that ex- 
foreign minister Baliram Bhagat 
led a special team to Libya and 


then to the United Nations to. 


protest when Libya was attack- 
ed, the Prime Minister referred 
to the problem, if at all, in 
general terms like “If some 
powerful countries arrogate to 
themselves the right to unilater- 
al action which transgresses in- 
ternational law, how can inter- 
national order be preserved?” 


However, Mr Gandhi made a 


point of shakng hands and 
saying a brief hullo to Colonel 
Muammar Gaddafi while c.. his 
way out of the conference hall 
for a short break from the sum- 
mit after his speech. Col Gaddafi 
was seated (which is done by 
alphabetical order) in the third 
row, while India was in the first 
row of seats directly opposite 
the chairman, Mr Robert 
Mugabe. Most of the other heads 
of state and government’ were 
present for Mr Gandhi’s speech 
but President Zia-ul Haq of 
Pakistan was conspicuous by his 


absence. As a senior Indian offi- 
cial put it, “The sherpas were 
there, but the mountaineers 
were missing.” 


Mr Gandhi took great care not 
to offend the Soviets either on 
the critical Afghanistan prob- 
lem. Only two sentences were 
allotted to the situation there, 
and he reiterated India’s stand 
in support of the peace initiative 
by the United Nations. He also 
referred to the problem as that 
of South West Asia, rather than 
only Afghanistan, since the for- 
mer term includes Pakistan in 
its So eels. In other words, the 


direct US and Pakistan support 


for Afghan guerrillas operating 
from Pakistan are also referred 


"to implicitly. Foreign affairs is 


made up largely of such 
nuances, each-of which is analy-: 
sed for shifts in emphasis by the 
chanceries of the world. 


Beginning with a quotation 
from Mrs Indira Gandhi that 
“Nationalism does not detach us 
from our common humanity,” 
Mr Gandhi went straight on to 
specific issues without wasting 
much time on moralising. A 
strong bulwark of his speech was 
an unrestrained attack on apar- 
theid in South Africa “Racism 
cannot last,” he said. “A peo- 
ple’s aspirations cannot be en- 
caged in a prison. Nelson Mande- 
la and his people will be 
free....The question starkly is: 
liberty now, with innocent lives 
saved, or liberty later, in a wel- 
ter of blood?” he added. “Sanc- 
tions will compel Pretoria to 
relent.” 

But there was a vital differ- 
ence between Mr Gandhi's call 
for comprehensive sanctions and 
Mr Mugabe’s demand for selec- 
tive sanctions which highlighted 
the latter’s vulnerability vis-a 
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vis South Africa.. , 

The answer; said Mr Gandhi, 
lay in finding ways to help the 
frontline states and “standing 


to translate into reality. what 
they had accepted at the 
Reagan-Gorbachyov summit: 
that a nuclear war could not be 
won and must not be fought. He 
recognised the Soviet gesture in 
its unilateral moratorium ‘on 


ets.” Once again the United | 
States was not named—and nor | 

was, specifically, Star Wars, 

although he did say, “No shield 

is impervious. Nuclear suicide is 

fostered by such dangerous delu- 

sions.” 

Mr Gandhi, however, strongly’ 
supported Nicaragua saying, 
“There is outside intimidation 
and interference...We stand by 
the people of Nicaragua who.e 

unflinching bravery and passiot.- 
ate commitment to freedom is an 
inspiration to all.” 

Ending with Mrs Gandhi’s re- 
ference to NAM as “History’s 
biggest peace movement,” Mr 
Gandhi took satisfaction and 
pride in India’s achievements 
over the last four years. 

Describing the NAM move- 
ment, he said: “We are the voice 
of sanity. We are the refuge of 
the small state in an insecure 
world. We are the custodians of ; 
freedom and human dignity. We 
offer coexistence and not codes- 
truction. We offer consensus, not 
confrontation. We reject all 
domination and seek none 
ourselves. We are pledged to a 
world free from fear, free from 
hatred.” 





Effect of Amendments 
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[Article by F.J. Khergamvala] 


[Text] HARARE. Sept. 2. text of doing India’s widely accepted logic of 
Quite a few of the amendments to the draft dissenting from the NPT. 
Another Iranian amendment calls for closer 


supervision of observation satellites to ensure 
cover, only of domestic territory. In subst- 


political and economic interests if carried ance, this would directly subject the activities 
through. of sovereign nations to external monitoring. It is 
Forced to sit up: Some of therm appear cal- being opposed by India. 
culated to derive aap fo oe ae On Kampucha too, there are moves afoot to 
India, on paper. is a like any other amend the draft resolution. Sierra Leone has in- 
minus the clout associated with the chairman- troduced an amendment drawing upon an earl- 
ship. Hence the need for even more vigorous ier eight-point Sihanouk inspiration seeking to 
lobbying. This. according to: senior sources. is strengthen the existing formulation. While there 
not happening. There are indications of a mark- is no challenge to the vacant seat formula, the 
ed reticence about using the floor in the com- 7 mendment is intended.to have the NAM press, 
sessions. The Indian delegation hes been 
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if not force, Vietnam to a set timetable for with- 
drawal. It is quite clear from soundings that 
Singapore is behind these moves. 

Shift on Palestine: There is a shift coming up 
in the NAM's position on Palestine. India is the 
chairman of the committee of eight on the sub- 
ject. Zimbabwe has now been inducted as the 
ninth member. The original proposal did not 
visualise any follow-up committee-of-eight 
meeting, but on Yugoslav initiatives it will con- 


vene. 
The thrust this time is to give the highest pri- 


Ority to the call for an international conference 
on Palestine with the participation of the five 


moved: The Malaysian Prime Minister, Dr. Maha- 


permanent members of the U.N. Security Coun- 
weapons-free zone idea. _s Korea has sug- cil and the PLO, amongst other parties to the 
gested one such he anywhere ‘2 oo Arab-Israei conflict. Earlier, the NAM's focus 
va Day At oe caiatil te nage be but was on initially calling a halt to the intimidation 
it is likely that Islamabad has agreed to stand israel of Palestinians in occupied territories 
by Pyongyang when. as is becoming clear, its and Arabs elsewhere. ; 
candidature for hosting the NAM ministerial Amendment to economic declaration 


thus trying to hit directly at India’s diplomatic 
position. 

lran proposes amendments: Two amend- 
ments moved by Iran hit at Indian interests. One 
seeks to indict the arming of nomaligned na- 
tions as tantamount to military deterrence. This 
is almost totally a first world view and, if the arg- 
ument by logic extends to the nuclear field as it 
must, then it flies in th@ face of those opposed 
to the nuclear non-proliferation treaty on 
grounds that it is discriminatory. 

in simple terms, the amendment seeks to ques- 
tion the right of the Third World to decide its 
own military requirements. Sources are suspici- 
ous that Pakistan is benind the move in the con- 


thir Mohammed, has moved an amendment to 
the economic deciaration, apparently with the 
blessings of Dr. Julius Nyerere whom he visited 
in Tanzania en route to Harare. As ——- 
it calls for the NAM's endorsement of a 

South Commission that only dupiicates the pro- 
visions of the Indian-piloted standing ministerial 
committee for economic “ooperation. 

Saudi Arabia, meanwhile, has raised some 
objections to the Indian proposal, but Indian of- 
ficials do not visualise serious problems in 
having the NAM approve the idea and the func- 
tional parameters of the standing committee. 

Castro pleads Nicaragua's case: Mr. Gandhi 
broke his afternoon bread with the Cuban lead- 
er, Dr. Fidei Castro. The indian spokesman said 
they discussed the question of the venue for 
the ninth summit, but could not go into details. 
Immediately thereafter, a meeting between Mr. 
Gandhi and the Argentine President. Mr. Raul 
Alfonsin was scheduled, indicating the earlier 
reported link between the venue of the ninth 
summit and the support being given to Argen- 
tina as a venue for the next ministerial meeting 
of the NAM. Dr. Castro made an impassioned 
plea to the movement to accept Nicaraqua’'s 
candidature as next NAM chairman in his ad- 
dress during the general debate. 
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ANALYST ON SOVIET DIPLOMATIC DRIVE IN ASIA 


Madras THE HINDU in English 31 Aug 86 p 12 


[Article by G.K. Reddy] 


(Text J NEW DELHI, Aug. 30. ces with China and establishing better under- 
The Soviet Union has launched a big dip- standing with Japan, it will be able to make a 
manne, Grtet, Oh. cae Seas Gneees Ue, ee better impact in both South-East and South 
lise support for Mr. Mikhail Gorbachev's new Asia where Soviet influence is confined at pre- 
proposals, spelt out in his speech at Viadivos- sent to India and Vietnam. !t is presumably for 
tok on July 28, for transforming the Asia-Paci- this reason that Mr. Gorbachev has to 
fic region into an area of peace with active U.S give a wider dimension to the concept of Asian 
participation in this cooperative effort. security by combining his overtures to China 
Soviet Ambassadors have been meeting and Japan with a not to increase Soviet 
Foreign Ministers and senior officials of these missile deployments, followed by full support 
countries to explain the rationale behind his to the of nuclear free zones in the 
plea for a pragmatic approach to both bilateral South Pacific, South-East Asia and the Indian 
abe ae oon at agg Ag an era of Ocean. 
security tranqui in this vast area ’ 
covering half the rey oly Key adviser: According to some Western dip- 

There have been hints in the course of these lomats in Delhi who have been closely fol- 
diplomatic exchanges of a series of follow-up lowin, these new moves by the Kremlin, the 
forward this Gorbachev doctrine with some sig- atoly Dobrynin, the veteran Soviet diplomat 
nificant political moves. The Soviet leader is re- who is an on U.S. politics, having ser- 
ported to be quite keen on playing goodwill ved as Am for 18 years in Washing- 
visits to both China and Japan. besides India tip ay eh 5 chr ag Aller 
and Vietnam, either before or after a possible high profile Soviet diplomacy, in his new capa- 
trip to the U.S. for the summit meeting with the city as secretary of the central committee in 
US. President, Mr. n. charge of foreign relations. 

Overtures to Japan: The general expectation It is not without significance that the new 
in many Asian capitals including Delhi is that Soviet bid to woo China and Japan is followed 
the Soviet leader might follow up his recent over- by a parallel bid to placate the U.S. by ex- 
tures to China, with an offer to return at least tending full support to the American effort to 
two if not all the four occupied islands in the prevent nuclear proliferation. The Soviet Union 
Kuriles, during his forthcoming visit to Japan. In is Now urging countries like India and Pakistan 
his new bid to project the Soviet Union as to sign the Non-Proliferation Treaty to help con- 
much an Asian-Pacific power as a European- trol the spread of nuclear weapons in Asia. 
Atlantic one in terms of its global interests. Mr. ar ae 

is anxious to placate Japan and The prime beneficiary of this new Soviet dip- 
seek its technological assistance in developing lomacy in Asia is going to be China which is in 
the Soviet Far East which is rich in both mineral the happy position of being wooed simul- 
and marine resources. taneously by both the superpowers in this bi- 

If the Soviet Union succeeds in mending fen- polar world in which Beijing is well placed to 

tilt the balance in any power rivalry between 
Moscow and Washington in Asia. 
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CPI-M PAMPHLET URGING GNLF DEFEAT SUMMARIZED 
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[Text ] 
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CALCUTTA, September 2. 


THE CPM feels that Nepal has 
signed the treaty of 1950 with 
India to ensure protection from 
China and other several other 
countries. 

_ This is contained in a pamphlet 
issued by the West Bengal state com- 
mittee of the party in the name of Mr. 
Ananda Pathak, MP from Darjeeling. 


The pamphlet says: “Nepal being a 
small country surrounded by China, 
Bhutan, Sikkim and other countries 
was in need of protection ftom a strong 
country like India....”. This would 
imply that the CPM has now decided 
to consider China as a potentially 
aggressor nation something which, ac- 
cording to it, Nepai had realised way 
back in 1950 when Socialist China was 
only two years oid. 


The pamphlet, entitlea, “Defeat sep- 
aratist forces of GNLF,” begins with 
the contention that impenalisi forces 
were sceking to undermine Indian 
unity through their agents 1 this 
country. No particular foreign power 
has, however, been mentioned. There 
is a reference to ‘he “designs to 
destabilise” the situation in the north- 
east and thougn here again no country 
has been meruoned. the CPM must be 
aware that till recentiv the Chinese 
were ccosiderably involved both with 
the National Socialist Council of 
Nagaland and the Mi7o National Front 
during its underground days. 


It is also interesting to note that 
while Mr. Subhash Gheishing had 
sought help from vanous countnes for 
his movement, the CPM pamphlet 
refers only to Neral, China and Paki- 
stan and goes on to say that this act of 
Mr. Gheishing makes his movement 
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“anti-national”. Here again China is 
specifically mentioned but not coun- 
tres like the United Kingdom or the 
U.S. to which also Mr. Gheishing had 
sent his arguments in support of a 
separate Gorkhaland. 

According to the pamphlet, the 
GNLF is being utilised by the “nsing 
bourgeoisie” of Nepal “which finds 
itself weak in the face of the powerful 
Indian trading class dominating the 
market and the contradiction between 
the weak and strong bourgeoisie is 
sharpening”. 

The party feels that the Nepalese 

trading class wants abrogation of the 
treaty as that would put a stop to the 
competition from their counterparts in 
India and hence they are instigating 
Mr. Gheishing. It maintains that this 
section of the Nepalese community 
had to look for somebody outside 
Nepal to raise this demand as the King 
being bound by the pzotocol of the 
treaty, “has to think a thousand times 
before he concedes to the wishes of the 
rising bourgeoisie for abr. zauon of the 
treaty.””. 
According to current estimates, there 
are six million Indians in Nepal who, 
by virtue of the treaty, enjoy a fair 
control over the commercial activities 
of the Himalayan kingdom. 


The pamphlet also refers to the 
CPM’s demand for regional autonomy 
for Darjeeling and like the GNLF 
insists that the Nepalese in the hills 
‘Simply want to preserve cheir identity 
and bear the responsiblity for adminis- 
trative and developmental activities.” 


However, it makes it clear that 
regional autonomy alone would be 
sufficient for this and points that the 
Darjeeling district Congress had also 
demanded this in 1972 and supported 
the demand in the West Bengal as- 
sembly in 1977 and 1981. 





INDIA BENEFITS FROM DELAY IN MIG-29 DELIVERY 
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[Article by G.K. Reddy] 


[Text ] 
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_ NEW DELHI, Seot. 1. 

The first batch of the Soviet-built MIG-29 
super-fighter aircraft, equipped with the very 
latest avionics and weapon systems, which are 
considered to be more than a match to the 
F-16s supplied by the U.S. to Pakistan, are ex- 
pected to be delivered soon. 

Altogether, 40 of these MIG-29s are being 
purchased by India at present for raising three 
operational squadrons while more may be 

uired later in a semi-assembied condition 

subsequently produced in India under licen- 
ce, depending on the country's defence re- 
quirements. 

There hae been some ill-informed criticism in 
certain quarters that the Soviet Union had de- 
liberateiy org to, the delivery of these highly 
sophisticated MIG-29s: which have not so far 
been given to any Our country including the 
Warsaw Pact States. It is at India's instance 
that the delivery schedules were revised, be- 
cause the Indian Air Aad octal to wait till 
the Soviet fighter-pilots had flown these planes 
for some months under different conditions and 
identified the deficiencies, if any, in their perfor- 
mance. | 

A different Soviet practice: The American p: ac- 
tice is to let the test pilcts of the manuf:ucturing 
company fly the prototypes for a prescribed 
minimum period to remove the technological 
bugs and rectify the mechanical teething troubl- 
es before the aircraft co into production for de- 
livery to the U.S. Air Force. But the Soviet 
Union follows a different procedure by pro- 
ducing a limited number of planes after the pro- 
totypes meet the stipulated standards and let- 
ting the Soviet Air Force pilots fly them over a 
period of time, before going into large-scale pro- 
duction after modifying the design defects and 
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setting right the flaws in the electronic equip- 
ment and fire-control mechanism. 


INDIA 


The Indian decision to await these improve- | 


ments involved a delay of almost a year in the 
delivery schedules, but the latest MIG-27s that 
the IAF is now getting are superior to the earl- 
ier versions of t aircraft. As there was no 
great urgency for obtaining these super-fighter 


planes before the removal of the initial teething 
troubles, the IAF has certainly benefited by ex- 
ercising this discretion. 

secrecy: The Soviet Union is re- 
ported to have developed MIG-31 which is sup- 
posed to be a rival to the American steaith figh- 
ter-bomb, but the development programmes of 
these two aircraft have been regarded as so sec- 
ret that both Moscow and Washington con- 
tinue to deny their very existence. When India 
made the initial inquiries about the MIG-27s du- 
ring Indira Gandhi's visit to Moscow after her re- 
turn to power in 1980, the Soviet leaders bland- 
ly denied that they were working on it. How- 
ever, two years later, the former Soviet De- 
fence Minister, Marshal Dmitri Ustinov. not only 
confirmed that the Soviet Union hac developed 
this aircraft, but also offered it to India as a very 
special gesture. 

IAF's confidence: The [AF commanders are 
quite Confident that they would be able to cope 
with the threat of F-16 strikes by Pakistan in the 
event of another conflict through a versatile utili- 
sation of the MIG-29 and Mirage 2000 squa- 
drons both for interception and interdiction. But 
the Indian defence ae have to rely on a 
more flexible use of the country’s air power in 
contending with any Chinese threat from Tibet 
by utilising its MiIG-21s, 23s and 27s in combina- 
tion with the MIG-29s and Mirage 2000s be- 
sides the Jaguars for deeper strikes. 











PLANS TO PURCHASE MILITARY, CIVILIAN AIRCRAFT REVEALED 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 2 Sep 86 ppl, 9 


[Article by K.N. Malik] 


[Text] LONDON, September 1. 





the controversial Westland 30 helicop- 
sers for civilian use. 

_ A Westland spokesman said that the 
company was now over the hump. The 
new orders ‘of about $ 70 million will 
ease the financial shortfall in the run up 
to the Anglo-Italian Eh-[0! naval heli- 
copter which is ex to go into 
production in early The company 
is also expected to. benefit from an 
‘expected memorandum of under- 
standing between Britain, Spain, Italy 
and the Netheriands for a military light 
attack helicopter. 

‘Meanwhile, the Airbus Industrie 
said it was confident that its two long 
range Airbus 330 and 340 programmes 
would go ahead as planned. The indus- 
trie is seeking support from its con- 
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may need up to 60 more airliners of the 
A320 capacity. 

Besides the JA, Air-India has also 
purchased six A310s. The A310s have 
already been delivered. The remainder 
would be delivered by the year end. 

The Airous has also expressed its 
willingness to enter into joint pro- 
duction parts for Airbus fleet with 
Hinaustin Aeronautics Ltd. Experts 
from tne industne and HAL have been 
trying © identify tae parts which could 
be manuiactured at HAL facilities. 
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difficult for the future manufactures to 
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; Besides 
rf ae he ey a sy ae 
range passenger jet to compete with the 

jumbos. 


which was technically a very good 
plane but could not fact the economic 
competition. 

The Industrie, however, is op- 
timistic that it would find the five 
launch customers and enough funds to 
go ahead with the long range aircraft. 

The Industire sales during the first 
nee Sore ere 19.2 
per cent compared with the cor- 
responding 7 .iod in 1935. During 
January | and June 30 this year the 
European consortium won 63 firm 
orders for nine clients as against 78 to 
11 clients during the corresponding 
period of last year. Accvording to 
Flight International, Boeing during this 
period trebled its sales over the cor- 
responding period of last year. 
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EDITORIAL DEFENDS INDIAN POSITION ON GATT 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 1 Sep 86 p 8 
(Editorial: "Preparing for Retreat?"] 


[Text ] There are disturbing reports that under pressure New 


Deihi is preparing to revise its well-known stand of 
Opposition to the inclusion of trade in services in the next 
round of negotiations of the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT). These reports lend further credence to 
the*view that-there now exists a powerful and articulate 
current of opinion in a section of the government. and 
industry which favours accommodating to the U.S. position 
on the issue, presumably in the interests of “realism” and 
of reaching a consensus at the forthcoming ministerial 
meeting of GATT ai Punta Del Este in Uruguay on 
September 15. Should this opinion prevail, there is a strong 
likelihood that the approximately $ 400 billion worth of 
global trade in services such as shipping, travel, banking, 
insurance, engineering, consultancy, data processing and 
telematics and bio-technology will soon be deregulated from 
the scope of national restrictions or protection and become 
“free”. 


Two arguments have been advanced in support of what 
constitutes a wholesale rejection of the logic that India and 
nine other developing countries constituting the Group of 
Ten in GATT have ardently defended against American 
pressure for four years. First, it is held that at least a few 
of these third world countries, most notably Brazil, have 
already started to have second thoughts on the issue; and 
hence that India is likely to t'nd itself isolated at Punta Del 
Este, unless it too “realisticall:” accepts a compromise. And 
secondly, it has been contended that this country, being 
more advanced than many other developing countries in the 
ficid of services, does not have much to fear by agreeing to 
the U.S. position: its national advantage in areas such as 
banking and computer software will not be compromised 
even if trade in services is included in GATT. 


Both these arguments are specious. First, the asym- 
metry that marks the existing patiern of trade in services is 
not on! ' stark, but is growing at a rapid pace even as that 
trade expands by nearly tern per cent each year It cannot be 
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corrected by thé. introduction of unworkable “safeguards” 
or weak conditions. The industrialised countries already 
control about three-fourths of global services exports and 
have a decisive and increasing advantage in growth areas 
such as banking and data processing, thanks to the so-called 
informatics revolution in the west. Inclusion of services in 
GATT — accompanied, as per the U.S. proposals,by a 
minimisation of the role of the state in the developing 
countnes, reduction of protection and securing the maxi- 
mum freedom of operation for transnational corpor- 
ations—will further accentuate this asymmetry at the 
expense of the third world. The U.S. is also calling for the 
right of presence in overseas markets for services firms 
where foreign investment is a pre-requisite for such trade 
and for increased market access to and transparency of 
regulatory procedures in respect of western firms opearting 
in the third world. This is bound to have a destructive effect 
on the nascent or young services sector in third world 
countries which cannot possibly compete on equal terms 
with first world firms. Because the services sector in the 
developing countries is at least twice as labour intensive as 
in the developed ones, this proposal also holds out the threat 
of the loss of millions of jobs. 


India is no exception to this pattern: its services sector 
is by world standards in a stage of infancy and only slightly 
less vulnerable than in the other developing countries. 
Despite so much rhetoric and tall talk of the potential for 
computer software exports, for instance, this country has 
not even been abie to capture one-hundredth of the global 
market. On the contrary, it is importing, not exporting, 
sophisticated software. The same holds true of banking and 
shipping. An acknowledgement of this weakness and the 
essential asymmetry have indeed been the rationale for 
India’s consistent stand in GATT and for its insistence that 
instead of starting a new round of negotiations, GATT 
should first settle outstanding disputes including some 120 
breaches of its own agreements during the past 15 years. 
These arguments have lost none of their force on account 
of Brazil’s shakiness, as last month’s GATT meeting in 
Geneva showed. There is still great scope for canvassing che 
cogent case argued by the Group of Ten. Some western 
European countries, besides many developing ones,. could 
potentially be won over to a platform of resisting the U.S. 
pressure. At any rate, there is no justification for chasing 4 
so-called consensus: GATT is not that kind of body. India 
has simply no choice other than to fight for its stand. A 
retreat on the issue will be ignominious and extremeiy 
costly. 
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ANALYST ON INDIAN EFFORTS TOWARD TAMIL SETTLEMENT 


Madras THE HINDU in English 29 Aug 86 p 9 


[Article by G.K. Reddy] 


[Text ] 


NEW DELHI, Aug. 28. 


The Sri Lanka Government has more or less. 


accepted the Indian suggestion that there 
should be a finance commission to a 

the island's revenues between the centre and 
the provinces as part of a statutory arrange- 
ment under the proposed devolution. 

The talks that the TULF leaders had on 
August 26 with the Sri Lankan Finance Minister, 
Mr. Ronnie de Mel, on the subject are reported 
to have gone off well, according to reports 
reaching Delhi. 

It was on the basis of the Indian suggestion 
that the Sri Lankan Government had recently 
sent a team of three senior officials, led by a re- 
tired civil servant, Mr. Vernon Pieris, who is an 
expert on fiscal matters, for talks with their coun- 
terparts in Delhi on the taxation powers of the 
Centre and States in India and the procedures 
followed for dividing income-tax, excise and 
other revenues. These officials went back quite 
satisfied that the Indian fiscal and financial pat- 
terns could be adapted to the extent necessary 
to provide for a proper division of resources bet- 
ween the centre and the provinces under Sri 
Lankan conditions. 

No meeting ground: Though similar progress 
has been made over other issues like 'aw and 
order, land settlement, legisiatives and execu- 
tive . and the constitutional ar- 
rangements for devolution, the stage has not 
yet been reached for putting together all these 
piecemeal accords into an overall package. 
There is-:no meeting ground at all on the de- 
mand for the creation of a Tamil linguistic unit 
by redrawing the boundaries of the northern 
and eastern provinces, if no straight merger of 


the two is possible under the present circumst- 
ances. 

The Government of india has not done any 
serious thinking on how to resolve this intract- 
able problem, other than talking vaguely of 
some sort of linkage as an alternative or even 
the appointment of a boundary commission to 
settie this issue in due course, after the new pro- 
vincial councils have been formed through a 
constitutional amendment and powers delegat- 
ed to the new executives through parliamentary 
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legislation. But the idea of deferring a decision 
on this highly sensitive issue for the present by 
referring the whole question to a boundary com- 
mission is not acceptable to the Tamil militants, . 
who unfortunately have no alternative proposal 
in view that would be acceptable to the Sri 
Lankan Government. 

Mediators in no : The Indian mediators 
do not expect the leaders to clinch even 
the other issues under discussion and return to . 
na with a tentative settlement. oad are 

in great hurry to arrange next 
round of talks either in India or elsewhere to en- 
able the militants to participate in these discus- 
sions until some tacit understanding has been 
reached on this question of a Tamil linguistic 
unit as a basis for devolution. 

Meanwhile, the Indian efforts to persuade or 


ng each 
other of escalating violence to scuttle these 
negotiations and prevent a settlement. 


Offer to media personnel: The Sri Lankan 
High Commission in Delhi issued a press note 
today announcing on behalf of its Government 
that “it is willing to take any correspondent or . 
media personnel from any country to visit Jaf- 
fna and to live as long as they like in the army 
camps there, so that they can see for them- 
selves what is “yee and report what they 
have seen’. The Colombo-based foreign cor- 
respondents will certainly avail of this offer if 
no covert restrictions are imposed on their move- 
ments in and around the areas of conflict. 


‘War’ only alternative, 


says Jayewardene 


MADRAS, Aug. 28. 
The People’s Liberation Organisation of 
Tamil Eelam (PLOT) has quoted the Sri Lankan 
President, Mr. J. R. Jayewardene, as saying at 
a public meeting at Kaluthura in the South on 
Aug. 26 that if a solution was not found to the 
ethnic problem, war was a Certainty and that he 
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and that two soldiers were injured and four mili- 
tants were killed. 


the incident took place soon 
a land-mine explosion in the area. Later, 


People's tata Liberation Front (EPRLF) 
" a civil disobedience movement 


an. 
He said that the internal postal service would 
involve the sale of 50 cents (Sri Lankan) stam 


and East. It would apply mainly to areas where 
there was a vox atl in telecommunication 
and transport facilities, Mr. Ketheeswaran said. 








NATIONAL INTEGRATION COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE MEETS 


Report on Proceedings 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 29 Aug 86 p l 


[Text ] 


NEW DELHI, August 28. 


[te standing committee of the 
national integration council 
today decided that a national con- 
sensus should be evolved on the 
language of a state, especially the 
languages to be taught to minority 


ts. 

The committee also felt the need to 
redefine the term minority in view of 
the fact that a community which was a 
minority in the context of the whole 
country could be the majonty com- 
munity in a particular state. 

The problem of language was ob- 
viously considered in the context of the 
agitation by linguistic minonties in 
Assam over the state government’s 
move to make learning of Assamese 
compulsory for minority students. 

The committee apparen‘ly accepted 
the view that a minonty need not 
necessarily be a religious community. 
It could be a linguistic community aiso. 

The plight of the minorities in Pun- 
jab and also possibly in Jammu and 
Kashmir and some north-eastern states 
was probably the reason for the com- 
mittee emphasising that the condition 
of the minorities in the context of a 
particular state should not be ignored. 

Chaired by the Prime Minister, Mr. 
Rajiv Gandhi, the committee dis- 
cussed the agenda for the next meeting 
of the NIC to be heid on September 12, 
in which emphasis would be laid on the 
implementation of the 15-point pro- 
gramme of Mrs. Indira Gandhi. 

The Prime Minister was candid in 
stating that neither the Centre nor the 
statc: governments had done enough for 
restoring communal harmony and for 
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minority welfare. The communal situ- 
onen Gas & Sit Glee on Geming 
turn. 

The committee reviewed the im- 
plementation of earlier decisions like 
recruitment of minorities in the police 
force, and the services and organising 
special training facilities for minority 
students and teachers. 

It was announced that a model 
curriculum had been drawn up for 
schools which would be enforced in all 
Centrally-managed schools and the 
State governments would be asked to 
accept it. 

In regard to recruitment to the 
Central police forces, the home minis- 
ter, Mr. Buta Singh, informed the 
committee that adequate - represen- 
tation was being given to the minorities 
in the new battalions that were being 
raised. As a result of recent recruit- 
ments, the imbalance against the min- 
orities had been set mght to a large 
extent. 

During the discussion, some mem- 
bers drew attention to the policy of 
allowing rituals of a particular religious 
community to be performed at official 
functions. 

It was emphasised that not only this 
should be avoided, but the official 
media should not highlight the re- 
ligious functions of any parucular com- 
munity. 

Some members urged government 
leaders not to take part in any religious 
function. 

Some members felt that a decision: 
Should be taken on the Ram 
Janambhoomi temple case without any 
delay since the agitations over it were 
only fanning the fires of communalism. 





CPI Note Circulated 


Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 29 Aug 86 p 5 


[Text ] 


/13046 


New Delhi, Aug. 28: The Com- 
munist Party of India (CPI) has 
reiterated its call for more effec- 
tive political and administrative 
measures against communalism 
in the country. 

In a note circulated at the 
meeting of the standing commit- 
tee of the national integration 
council (NIC), the CPI general 
secretary, Mr Rajeswara Rao, 


said today that the communal 


situation in ‘several states in- 
cluding Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, 
Gujarat and Maharashtra had 
deteriorated since the last meet- 
ing of the NIC despite the 
solemn resolves of the govern- 
ment to deal with it sternly. 

Describing the communal 
scene as “dismal and sometimes 
ogy ” Mr Rao said that 

the “fire brigade ay te pearl to 
fight communal riots had proved 
totally inadequate. “It is not 
enough to try to suppress com- 
munal riots when they break 
out, far more necessary is an 
attempt to conduct a sustained 
political movement backed by 
appropriate administrative mea- 
sures against communalism,” Mr 
Rao said. 

Referring to the continually 
worsening situation in Punjab, 
the recent riots in Ahmedabad 
and the Babri Masjid- 
Ramjanmabhoomi dispute in 
Uttar Pradesh, the CPI general 
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secretary blamed the govern- 
ment for either striking “oppor- 
tunist compromises with com- 
munalism” or involving the state 
directly with religion. He said 
that if India were to be a truly 
secular society, the involvement 
of the state and government dig- 
nitaries in ‘religious functions 
had to stop. He particularly 
blamed the state controlled. 
madia “propagating things 
which undermine secularism.” 


Mr Rao complained about the 
non-implementation of the re- 
solutions adopted at a previous 
meeting of the NIC which laid 
down that the district magistrate 
and the superintendent of police 
would be held responsible in 
case of communal riots in the 
area. As a more effective mea- 
sure, Mr Rao suggested that the 
political leadership itself take 
responsibility in the event of a 
communal outbreak. “They 
should not escape responsibility 
by passing on the blame to the 
administration. Are they sleep- 
ing ‘vhen a communal situation 
is bu'‘lding up?” 

He also wanted the immediate 
formation of composite police 
forces and their deployment in 
communally sensitive areas. In 
addition, he said, the standing 
committee of the NIC should 
meet more frequently so it could 
keep close track of the situation 
in the country. 
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CORRESPONDENT REVIEWS SITUATION IN KASHMIR 
Madras THE HINDU in English 25 Aug 86 p 7 


[Text ] 


SRINAGAR, Aug. 24. 

The Governor's rule in Jammu and Kashmir 
in the last five months has. to some extent. frustra- 
ted and curtailed the secessionist pro-Khaiis- 
tani and pro-Pakistani elements. 

Secessionist and extremist elements have 
played havoc with the State in varying degrees 
during the erstwhile regimes of G. M. Shah and 
before that of Farooq Abdullah with the conniv- - 
ance of and even active support of some State 
Government officials. The anti-national ele- 
ments are far from being crushed even now 
under the Governor Mr. Jagmohan's rule, and 
ugly incidents took place on August 14 and 15 
this year when tight security all over the State 
notwithstanding, anti-national secessionist per- 
sons hoisted a few Pak:stani flags in different 
parts of the Kashmir valley. They also burst 
crackers despite a ban to celebrate Pakistani's 
day of independence on August 14 and hoisted 
o- flags to observe “black day” on August 
15. 

The State law and order authorities stepped 
up vigil and took help from the security forces 
in time to foil the nefarious designs of the 
secessionist elements to create communal trou- 
ble on August 17. the day of Id-ul-Zuha celebra- 
tions, and to scuttle the annual pilgrimage to 
the Amarnath cave on August 19. Thanxs to 
these alert measures, Id-ul-Zuha passed off 
peacefully and over 30,000 pilgrims, including 
Sadhus and foreigners from almost all over the 
world, assembled in Amarnath to offer their 
prayers to the ice Lingam, the form of Lord 
Siva, which waxes and wanes with the moon 
and reaches its maximum dimension on the Shra- 
van Purnimashi (full moon day). 


New strategy: When a crude bomb explod- 
ed in the well-guarded sports stadium in 
Srinagar on Independence Day in 1983 when 
Dr. Farooq Abdullah was the Chief Minister, it 


G. M. Shah, the estranged brother-in-law of Dr. 
Farook Abdullah, initiate great steps to put 
down the trouble-makers. His government was 
preoccupied with manoeuvres to keep itself in 
power, what with the strident Dr. Farooq Abdul- 


lah knocking at every door to topple it. Mr. 
Shah had very little time to deal with subver- 
sive forces and shore up the sagging economy 


The pro-Pakistan Jamati Tulba, the Al-Jehad 
Islamic Revolutionary Front and the Kashmir 
Liberation Front still believe that they could 
achieve their objective of getting the “Jammu 
and Kashmir State's accession to the Indian 
Union scuttled and annulled by shouting anti- 
‘India slogans, staging pro-Pakistani demonst:a- 
tions or hoisting Pakistani flags. circulating sub- 
versive literature and resorting to sabotage. 
The smashing, meanwhile, of what has come to 
be known as the “Saffron Tiger” terrorist group 
in the Jammu region recently reveals another 
facet of the subversive activities in the State, 
namely, the secessionist’ nexus with the Sikh 
terrorists to widen their sphere of activities, 
though the full facts of the conspiracies are yet 
to be established. But the secessionists are 
said to be favouring the creation of the so-cal- 
led ‘Khalistan’ on the assumption that it would 
facilitate the creation of an “independent Kash- 
mir’. These elements still believe, as was evi- 
dent from the anti-india literature which the 
State police early this month seized from their 
hideouts when some secessionist leaders were 
arrested, that if Punjab which serves as the 
main surface link between Jammu and Kashmir 
and the rest of India becomes an “independent 
Khalistan” with the secret support of Pakistan. 
the Muslim majority State of Jammu and Kash- 
mir would be isolated and that their dream of 
an “independent Kashmir” would be realised. 
The theory that economic frustration leads mis- 


signalled the adoption of a new strategy and fer- 
vour by the secessionists. The events that fol- 
lowed clearly indicated that with their anti-ind- 
ian operations in the Kashmir vailey. these for- 
ces had embarked on a programme of fresh sub- 
version and sabotage but the then State Govern- 
ment did not take any serious note of the dang- 
er. Nor did the successor Government of Mr. 
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guided elements to taxe to terrorism may not 
hold water at least in Jammu and Kashmir, as 
three pro-Pakistan Al-Jehael Kashmiri leaders 
arrested in the recent past are well-settled bank 
employees and the third is an employee of the 
State Government's geology and mining de- 
partment. Many others are also being inter- 
rogated by special teams of the State and Cent- 
ral Governments’ intelligence agencies. A point 








Ices. 


nurture hopes and raise their head once again. 
They are becoming increasingly strident and 
besides issuing cyclostyled and hand-written 
anti-india posters and pamphlets in which the 
people are asked to start an “armed struaqie 
and an Iranian type of Muslim revolution to get 
the State’s accession to India annulled”, they 
are also sending threatening letters to people 
belonging to the minority community to “pack 
up” from the State. However, through the pa- 
tient and persistent efforts of the Jammu and 
Kashmir police some of these terrorist and ex- 
tremist gangs which have spread their tentacles 
far and wide have been recently busted. 

These successful operations reminds one of 
a similar operation in 1971 when the late G. M. 
Sadiq was the Chief Minister and an under- 
ground organisation called Al-Fateh was sma- 
shed and over four dozen young men accused 
of being involved in sabotage activities were ar- 
rested and put on trial before a special judge. 

The busting of the Al-Fateh gang attracted 
such wide attention that the then Prime Minis- 
ter, the late Indira Gandhi, despite her busy en- 
gageme:.ts elsewhere, visited village Barsu in 
southern Kashmir, where the terrorist gang had 
set its headquarters at an unspecified place. 
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Reconciliation policy: Sheikh Abdullah. after 
senteeing the gadi. thought it ex»edient to fol- 
low a policy of reconciliation and withdrew the 
Case against these persons. Most of the Al- 
Fateh gang members were rehabilitated and 
some of these were even provided jobs in the 
State Government service. Whether any of 
these Al-Faten elements are currently pulling 
the strings behind the scene in the recent anti-In- 
dian activities is for the colice to look into. But 
according to well-informed official sources, the 
people arrested so far for alleged secessionist 
activities are ail “new faces and some of them 
are science graduates and well-settled people”. 

Happy feature: A happy feature of the Gover- 
nor's current rule is that the sagging tourist in- 
d has perked up once again and the tour- 
ist inflow in the State is at its peak now. Be- 
cause of the disturbed conditions the inflow 
had dwindied from 1983 and the present spell 
of comparative calm has set the industry abuzz. 
It is reliably learnt from the Raj Bhavan sources 
that on the Centre's suggestion Mr. Jagmohan 
has recommended the extension of the Gover- 
nor's rule for six more months from September 
7 when it would complete it first phase of six 
months. This. it is said, would ensure continued 
peace and if due to certain legal and Consti- 
tutional hurdles the Governor's rule cannot be 
extended then President's rule should be im- 
posed on Jammu and Kashmir for six months 
to continue the drive against the anti-national 
elements and to consolidate the gains. 








OVERALL OUTLOOK FOR KHARIF CROPS OPTIMISTIC 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 2 Sep 86 p 23 


[Text ] 


NEW DELHI, September |! 


(UNI). 


ee ee Se fae 
a to be good 

ar Th wake of adequate | 
rainfall in large parts of the coun- 
ty. 


Reports reaching the Krishi Bhavan 
show that the area under rice, which is 
the major kharif crop, is normal this 
pend on fertiliser consumption and the 
behaviour of the monsoon during carly 


prospects, pafticularly 

groundnut, have improved as a result 

of rains in the second week of A.ugust. 
RECORD PRODUCTION 

Kharif rice accounts for slightly 
more than 90 per cent of the overall 
fice production in the country. Last 
year, khanif rice production touched a 
record 59 million tonnes. The normal 
area covered under kharif is 39 million 
hectares. 

Detailed reports on sowing and 
transplanting of rice available this 
season show that in Punjab, the cov- 
erage under this crop, is expected to be 
higher than the target. But the area in 
Har) ana and Uttar Pradesh is likely to 
go down due to scanty rainfall at the 
time of field preparation and trans- 
plantation. 

In north Bihar and Bihar plains, 
transplantation has been delayed. In 
Orissa, early heavy rains have affected 
paddy. 

COMMON FACTOR 

Transplantation is sti'l continuing in 
the state. In West Bengal also, the 
erratic pattern of rainfall brought down 
the transplantation. A com non factor 
in the castern states this vear appears 
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In oilseeds, the normal area in kharif 
is about 11.5 million hectares. Kharif 
groundnut and soyabean are among the 
important oilseed crops. 

In Gujarat, the area under kharif 


The condition of bunch groundnut is 
reported to be quite satisfactory while 
the spreading types suffered some dam- 
age due to a long dry spell. However, 
the crop condition has improved 
thanks to rains in the second week of 


August. 

The sowing of groundnut was some- 
what delayed in Maharashtra, 
Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh due to 
inadequate rainfall. The situation has 
improved after the recent rains. 
The coverage of soyabean in 
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and 
Gujarat has increased. The crop con- 
dition is reported to be satisfactory. 
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LONDON CONSIDERED CENTER FOR U.S. ARMS SALE TO REGIME 

London KEYHAN in Persian i8 Sep 86 pp 2, 14 

[London KEYHAN weekly in Persian; founder and publisher Dr Mesbahzadeh] 

[Text] “The Ayatollah’s war with Saddam has been fed for seven years from London.” 


Lindsey Charleton, a reporter for LONDON REPORTS, made this point last Tuesday evening on 
TIMES television. In a half-hour program that was the result of three months of research, 
interviews, and secret talks with employees of the Merchandise Company, the activities of this 
company in the purchase of weaponry for the Islamic republic, with the indirect cooperation of 
English officials in the export of weapons to Iran were revealed. 


In this program which was prepared with the help of ‘Ali Reza Nurizadeh, an Iranian newspaper 
reporter, it was shown how, over the last six years, the office of the National Iranian Oil 
Company in London has by various methods shipped billions of dollars in weapons purchased to 
Iran. 


The program also discussed the mysterious death of Sirus Hashemi, an Iranian businessman. His 
brother adamantly stated that Sirus Hashemi was killed because of the role he played in spoiling 
arms negotiations between Israel and the Islamic republic. ‘Ali Reza Nurizadeh more or less 
confirmed this view. 


The program showed pictures of merchandise employees who were sent to London on short-term 
non-military assignments, giving their military rank and identity. 


Likewise the internal layout of the Merchandise Company, located at Four Victoria Street, 
Westminister, was revealed. 


The penthouse, the top floor, is where Ayatollah Khomeyni’s representative gives ideological and 
political classes for employees, and where the Ayatollah’s revolutionary guards sometimes warn 
errant employees. The sixth floor is the center for the sale and purchase of arms. The fifth floor 
is used by the revolutionary guards and the regime’s security office, and finally the National 
Iranian Oil Company is shown in the program in an interesting way. 


In this program, an arms merchant who wished to remain unidentified revealed how easily 
weaponry has been brought from America to London and then sent to Tehran. A military expert 
from the London Strategic Research Institute gave precise details on the transfer of money 
between the Merchandise Company and arms merchants. 
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The most important conclusion from this program was that the British government is tacitly 
aware of what is going on in the Merchandise Company’s building, but ignores it. 


A British parliamentary deputy said angrily: “The fact that Ayatollah Khomeyni has set up 
military facilities four steps away from Parliament is very disturbing.” 


Finally, the British viewer saw for the first time how Mrs. Margaret Thatcher’s government, in 
the face of American pressure, refused to expel a famous arms smuggler named Sa’id Asofi. 


Of course, while the British government and media are refraining from taking actions against the 
interest of the Islamic republic, the broadcast of this film is meaningful and curious, especially 
when this film and the nature of its contents were also reflected in the TIMES, the ‘semi-official’ 
newspaper of England. The TIMES especially adds that all of the purchases made in that building 
are known to the British government. Most of the Islamic republic’s purchases are F-14 parts, 
which they need very badly for the war with Iraq. 


During the last seven years various officials of the Islamic republic have made this building a 
center for the exchange of smuggled arms. Despite the fact that in these dealings Americans were 
smuggled out of England using forged documents, last week foreign ministry officials, in answer to 
a question from a TIMES reporter, said that they have had no complaint or protest from the 
United States. A foreign ministry spokesman said that there is no evidence that Islamic republic 
officials have violated British law. 


However, a spokesman from the Ministry of Commerce and Industry said that the 1957 Export 
Control Law, which now prohibits the export of arms, includes all goods exported from England, 
not merely goods manufactured in this country. 


The television program announced that the deals for 80 percent of the weapons the Islamic 
republic buys abroad are made in this very building. 


Mr Keith Bast, parliamentary deputy of the conservative Labor Party, the ‘ruling party’, who 
appeared personally on this television program, said that a foreign ministry official told him that 
these transactions took place with the knowledge of the British government. 


Keith Bast added: I have also learned that this building has been under surveillance for some 
time. 


The export of American arms from London has been adequately documented recently in the 
American courts. Most of the documentation has to with the export of parts for F-14 jets. 


Last week the WALL STREET JOURNAL also reported that because of that most of the 
companies selling arms send their freight to a destination in England and from there they redirect 
the route to Iran. It is said that the price for the exported arms is changed to British currency in 
America and is paid from British banks so there is nothing in the deal to trace to the Islamic 
republic. The WALL STREET JOURNAL writes that the United States has now decided to seek 
extradition from the British government of Sa’id Asofi, who lives in London and is the go-between 
for these large transactions. 


A spokesman for the British Foreign Ministry said that it is the policy of Great Britain to refrain 
from any measures or deals that will prolong the Iran-Iraq war. 
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Last year the GUARDIAN of London also revealed that the British Defense Ministry also made 
an arms sales deal with the Islamic republic, shipping a number of tank motors to Iran, but the 
Ministry of Defense answered that the contract to sell those parts was signed before the 1979 
revolution, and England had no choice but to honor the contract. 
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IRAN 


PEPMANENT UN REPRESENTATIVE REMARKS ON EXTENSION OF GULF WAR 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 17 Aug 86 p 20 


[Text] New York—KEYHAN Correspondent—The secretary-general of the United Nations issued 
a statement announcing that widened attacks in the Iran-Iraq war have caused increased unease 
in the area and concern among neighbor countries for the possibility of a wider war. This 
statement was issued last Friday at the United Nations building. The secretary-general said that 
based on recent statements from Iraq and the Islamic Republic of Iran, he is pleased that the 
attacks on residential areas have stopped, and he called on both countries to refrain from further 
killings of civilians caused by one side’s military attacks and the responses of the other side. 


In this statement the secretary-general] asked that military attacks on residential areas stop as of 
the Feast of the Sacrifice [16 Aug]. While expressing his concern for increased war activities in 
other areas, he added: Increased attacks have caused increased concern for the expansion of the 
war in the area, and this danger must be eliminated in order to prevent this war from expanding. 
Continuing his remarks, the secretary-general repeated his ideas on ending this ‘protracted and 
devastating’ war. He called upon both sides to the conflict to prevent the war from expanding. At 
the end of the statement the secretary-general again declared his readiness to act and talk with 
both governments to find a solution that will achieve a just peace. 


KEYHAN’s Interview 


In this same regard, in a brief interview with KEYHAN, Mr Raja’i, the United Nations 
representative for the Islamic Republic of Iran, said that in his view this statement is slightly 
unusual, because the secretary general is issuing a statement for no particular reason. In the 
past for example, in similar cases, he did not realize that we would intensify our activities if Iraq 
intensified its attacks. Concerning the use of chemical weapons, when their use had intensified, 
and their use by Iraq was in violation of the conventions of warfare, the secretary-general also 
issued a statement, but this time nothing important has happened for the secretary-general to 
issue a statement, so to speak. Raja’i said that in his view the issuance of this statement appears 
unusual, especially since the secretary-general is still in the hospital and is not very active. 
KEYHAN then asked Mr Raja’i about the secretary-general’s goals in issuing this statement. He 
answered that parts of this statement do not differ from our previous positions. For example, he 
asked that there be no attacks on residential and non-military areas, and we have already called 
for an end to attacks on residential areas, because we believe that the conventions of warfare 
should never be violated. Iraq has always been the one to use unorthodox methods of warfare. 
The issue here is what is new in this statement. Its important point is its request that attacks 
and measures that will lead to an expansion of the war be avoided. Mr. Raja’i said: My guess is 
that since it is likely that one of the Persian Gulf countries allowed Saddam to use one of its bases 
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or airports for Iraq’s attack on Sirri Island (just as Mr Hashemi Rafsanjani seid), and that after 
this was disclosed the countries of the region became alarmed and immedi tely contacted the 
secretary-general, asking him to issue a statement in order to restore a peaceful atmosphere. 
They sensed danger from the Islamic republic, having made a great mistake and feeling that they 
have entered into the war directly. They are afraid the Islamic republic will act directly against 
them. 


Concerning the points that are acceptable to the Islamic republic, Mr Raja’i said: We have always 
been and are in favor of an end to attacks on residential areas. We actually have no interest in 
widening the war in the area. We have no quarrel with the people in the other countries. We 
have even looked the other way so far concerning their mischief and treachery. Our primary goal 
is to punish the main enemy, who started the war; we have no quarrel with others. 


Raja’i added: There was nothing new in this statement with which the Islamic republic is not in 
agreement. If Iraq accepts the secretary-general’s proposal and promises not to attack residential 
areas, naturally the Islamic Republic of Iran will also refrain from committing the same acts. If 
Iraq does not keep these commitments, however, the only way to prevent a response in kind is for 
Iraq to refrain from its repugnant acts at the fronts and from attacking residential areas. Mr 
Raja’i added: If you notice, since the Iranian rocket attack on Baghdad, Iraq’s attacks have been 
greatly reduced. At the same time, in a letter from the Iraqi mission to the secretary-general, 
they said that they basically do not want and are opposed to attacks on residential areas. Mr 
Raja’i said that this is propaganda, because Iraqi has just now realized that we can respond in 
kind. The army of Islam can strike any part of Iraq it desires, except the shrine areas, at any 
time, and when this became clear Iraq changed its tone. If they want to start attacking 
residential areas, we will then have no choice but to respond in kind, and the secretary-general 
also knows this very well. Mr Raja’i said that he hopes it is not the secretary-general’s intent in 
issuing this statement that Iraq will not have to observe it while we will have to observe it. 


Concerning the tape of the conversations of the pilots of the jets attacking Sirri Island Tuesday, 
Mr Raja’i said: This is an important tape and it shows that countries which claim to be neutral 
are actually not neutral. Perhaps it would be better to make this very tape available to the world, 
so that the people of the world will know that we have not responded despite the damage and 
mischief they have done. Concerning the question of whether to make this tape available to 
United Nations officials or not, he said: The officials of the Islamic republic know better than 
anyone else that this act of helping Iraq was a savage act, and that submitting this tape to U.N. 
officials might be a good suggestion. 
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IRAN 


VIP’S FORMER PILOT TALKS ABOUT REGIME AFTER DEFECTION 
London KEYHAN in Persian 18 Sep 86 p 13 
[London KEYHAN weekly in Persian; founder and publisher Dr Mesbahzadeh] 


[Text] Pilot Akbar Mohammadi, who took a special plane for Islamic republic officials to Baghdad 
not long ago and asked the free world for asylum, gave an exclusive interview last week in 
Hamburg to KEYHAN’s Mehrdad Ehteshami Afshar. He made some interesting remarks 
concerning the personal, social, and political lives of Islamic republic officials, the differences and 
rivalries among the regime’s leaders, their injustice, personal desire, and drive for power, and 
their indifference to the fate of the people of Iran. 


Pilot Mohammadi told KEYHAN that he has flown Seyyed ‘Ali Khameneh’i, the president, Majlis 
Speaker "Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, Prime Minister Seyyed Hoseyn Musavi, and other 
ministers, officials and ayatollahs on trips to the municipalities and to foreign countries. He said: 
The airline, which had about 70 aircraft, now has only ten planes that can be flown due to 
inattention, unavailability of spare parts, and failure to provide care and necessary service. Of 
these, two are always used by the government. Regime officials are constantly competing with 
each other for their use, but Khameneh’i and Rafsanjani, each of whom leads a faction within the 
regime, naturally compete with each other in various areas. They always try to get the largest 
aircraft with the highest capacity, and to obtain the most elaborate escort and ceremonial 
facilities. 


- Pilot Mohammadi, who brought his family with him on his flight from Iran, said: I chose Iraq as 
my destination, first of all because this would deal a dizzying blow to Khomeyni’s regime, and 
secondly because I would be able to better show the inhumanity of the regime of the ayatollahs to 
the world with extensive propaganda and media coverage. Also, if I had gone anywhere else the 
aircraft would have been returned to the Islamic republic and they would be able to use it against 
the interest of the people. Now, however, the aircraft is safe in Iraq, and plans are that after the 
regime changes either I or my colleagues will return it to Iran. 


Concerning the flight’s route and the planning that went into achieving this goal, pilot Mohammadi 
said: I spent months studying various contingencies for this plan. The reason I flew to Baghdad 
from Rasht is that this is one of the relatively secure routes for approaching the border and 
crossing through Turkish air space and entering Iraq. This is one of twelve plans I made. 


The reason I was able to fly from Rasht is that since I am a pilot trainer I sometimes went there 
to teach flight techniques to student pilots. I was there for that purpose that day. 
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Concerning the danger of crossing the air space of Turkey, whose air force has significant 
resources, Mohammadi said: Of course this was very dangerous, first because it was necessary to 
pass safely through the radar field of the Tabriz air force, which has about the most complete and 
active radar system in Iran, and then it was necessary to get through Turkish radar. 


In any case, I did sufficient study of this, and by flying low I was able to get the aircraft safely to 
Iraq. 


Profligate Spending from the Pockets of the Poor People 


Captain Mohammadi discussed the regime’s domestic situation and the lies its officials tell the 
illiterate and uninformed people. He said: 


Despite the fact that the regime’s leaders talk constantly about economizing and belt-tightening 
because of the country’s terrible economic situation and especially because of the financial 
weakness of the middle and lower classes, concerning their own lives they are so voracious in the 
use of the government’s bankrupt treasury that it is truly intolerable. On President Khameneh’i’s 
trip to Pakistan and Africa, for example, four large aircraft, one of which I flew, a Starjet 
formerly used by the crown prince, and two Boeing transport aircraft accompanied the Islamic 
republic’s political delegation. 


These seven aircraft were used for several weeks to transport the president and his entourage of 
200 security men, cooks, butlers, servants, and in general a lot of unnecessary individuals and 
favorites. I was especially unhappy about the events of that trip and made my decision. It was 
on that trip that I realized that people who had until recently hoped to be passengers on airplanes 
were now living luxuriously out of the pockets of the termented, and, in their own words, 
oppressed and homeless people. Using thumbnail calculations, I realized that on the few days of 
that trip alone 50 million tomans were spent. 


Mohammadi added: There is no shortage of examples of the trickery and lies of these people and 
the people of Iran are well aware of them. 


According to Mohammadi, fighter planes escort Islamic republic officials on domestic flights, and 
you can imagine the cost of these flights, and there is actually no need for this; it is only to satisfy 
the need to display prestige and power. Concerning his acquaintance with Foreign Minister Dr 
Velayati, pilot Mohammadi said: 


He and I were neighbors as children. }n those days he was a good boy, but the lust for position 
and prestige has brought him to his situation today. In any case, the people of Iran will not 
forgive him. 


Pilot Morale Low 


Concerning the current status of the Iranian Air Force, Mohammadi said that nothing is left of 
this force. Mohammadi said that based on detailed information he has about army and civilian 
pilots, no pilot, whether a military, commercial, or passenger pilot, flies out of any desire to do so. 
For example the pilot that flew the F-14 jet to Iraq said with great sadness that they forced him to 
bomb the Sulaymaniyah residential areas, and he had no choice but to drop his bombs on the 
people of that city. 
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Concerning the political situation in the Islamic republic, pilot Mohammadi said: The differences 
among regime officials are very striking. Since I had many contacts with these people as a pilot, I 
saw many things personally. Currently the faction of Rafsanjani, Behzad Nabavi, and Aqazadeh 
have good relations with the Russians and with Russian satellite countries. Behzad Nabavi is the 
most hated member of the Council of Ministers. It was he who introduced ration coupons for food 
and other necessities to Iran. In my view, as long as Khomeyni lives and the war continues, the 
situation will stay the same. After him the faction of Rafsanjani, who is more powerful than the 
others, and the other factions will clash, and everyone is hoping that a popular government will 
emerge from this. 


Pilot Mohammadi added that there will be no winner in the Iran-Iraq war, and that it will 
continue until the Khomeini regime is removed. 


At the end of his remarks he said that he will remain in Europe to fight the regime of the mullas 


with his friends. He said that the Islamic republic jailed his family and the family of his wife for 
several days and then released them. 
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PAKISTAN 


BENEFIT OF IMPROVED RELATIONS WITH SOVIET UNION DISCUSSED 
Lahore CHATAN in Urdu 31 Jul 86 pp 20-24 


[Article by Sayed Anwar Ghalib: "Wali Khan Visit to Moscow Carrying 
Important Message From General Zia"] 


[Text] No free or nonaligned nation in the world has denied reports about 
USSR threats to Pakistan to bomb the hiding places of Afghan: mujahidin 

and guerrillas in Pakistan in order to stop the supply of arms and ammunition 
to them from Western countries. According to an American magazine, the USSR 
is planning to destroy all Afghan guerrilla centers in Pakistan by air raids. 
The magazine added that Afghan refugees are making social and economic 
problems for Gen Ziaul Haq. Thanks to the Soviet Union, the number of 
violent activities in Pakistan has increased. Between May and 26 July there 
have been 20 bombing incidents in Pakistan, in which more than 122 Pakistanis 
were killed or wounded. To make matters worse, the USSR has sent an 
ultimatum to Pakistan, threatening to bomb the headquarters of Afghan 
activists in order to stop the supply of arms and ammunition from the United 
States, the United Kingdom, and other Western countries, as well as from 
Arab countries that have petrodollars. Where was our prime minister when the 
USSR issued this ultimatum? The prime minister was in France, on his way 
back from the United States, when JANG published the details of this 
ultimatum. At that time, he was holding negotiations on the atomic 
reprocessing plant--canceled during the prime ministry of Mr Bhutto--with 
the French prime minister and president. However, he was in the United 
States when the U.S. magazine published the news of the Soviet ultimatum. 
Despite the Soviet threat, the United States did not agree to extend military 
and economic aid to Pakistan. A friend is supposed to help in time of 
trouble. Pakistanis are not afraid of a Soviet attack, but they are very 
disappointed with the U.S. attitude. Pakistanis are not like the people in 
Angola, Botswana, Lebanon, Syria, or Iraq; they will not accept such an 
attitude. The Soviet Union is not like Israel or South Africa and cannot 
afford to destroy Pakistan. We do not understand the Soviet attitude. On 
one hand, it wants to improve relations with Pakistan and invites President 
Zia, Prime Minister Junejo, MRD chief Bizanjo, Benazir Bhutto, and Khan Abdul 
Wali Khan to discuss ways to improve relations between the two countries. At 
the same time, it is planning to bomb the piece of land where Benazir, Wali 
Khan, and Bizanjo live. If these leaders are traitors, then we should be 
ready for Soviet air raids; otherwise, we should listen to the advice of these 


99 





leaders in order to stop unnecessary bloodshed and economic loss. Political 
observers, diplomats, and military experts do not believe that there will be 
a direct Soviet attack on Pakistan. The Afghan Air Force and Army are 
sufficient for this task. Further, the USSR can take advantage of its 
friendship with India in this matter. These rumors, however, are spread by 
anti-Soviet and anti-Pakistani elements in India and Pakistan. Whenever 
there is talk of friendship between the Soviet Union and Pakistan, either 
the air force or artillery in Afghanistan or the entire Indian armed forces 
became active. The Soviet Union should explain to us why it wants to 

attack Pakistan. Does it want to protect American interests in Afghanistan? 
It is known that the secret understanding reached between President Zia and 
Andropov over the Afghanistan issue has been bothering the Americans. The 
United States is frightened of Pakistani friendship with the Soviet Union. 
It has started all kinds of rumors, and the current rumor appears to have 
been started by them, too. The United States knows how important physical 
distance can be. The Americans, with the in business mentality, know very 
well that Moscow, Kabul, New Delhi, Beijing, and Tokyo are nearer to Pakistan 
than are London, Bonn, or Paris. If the United States can come that far to 
help Pakistan, then Pakistan can depend even more on Soviet friendship if 
there is a Sidra, Falklands, or Grenada-type attack on it. Pakistani 
Muslims do not agree with the argument of the Anglo-American bloc that the 
so-called heretic, idolatrous,and atheist Soviet Union will devour Pakistan. 
China is not Shi'a, the United States is not a follower of the Kora, and 
the United Kingdom does not belong to the Sunni sect! They are all kafirs, 
and we do not expect them to be pro-Islamic. However, it is a Muslim's duty 
to seek help to protect his rights. Our Prophet said that a Muslim should 
not reject an offer of friendship or treaty even when it is of no apparent 
use to him or is offered by a kafir. 


Prime Minister Junejo took the chief ministers of Sarhad and Punjab to the 
United States; this shows concern over Afghanistan, the Gadoon firing 
incident, the smuggling of arms and drugs, and the problems of Khalistan 

and Kashmir. The United States accepted the idea of reimbursing dozens of 
family members affected by the Gadoon incident and decided to pay $12,000 
through the Pakistani Government and tribal leaders and Pakhtoons to each 
descendant of the persons killed. This is equivalent to about 225,000 rupees 
per person. The statements made by the Sarhad chief minister, Arbab Mohammad 
Jahangir Khan, about the Gadoon firing and about provincial independence had 
displeased President Zia and Prime Minister Junejo. Mr. Junejo took him to 
the United States so he could brief the Americans. In this way he was able 
to tell the Americans of his aims, and also learn about the flaws in his 
foreign policy. The United States is not worried about Indian-Soviet 
friendship. It is afraid of Pakistan becoming a friend of Russia. It is 
skeptical about Sino-Pakistani friendship; it neither opposes it openly nor 
appears to approve it. The United States does not want India or Afghanistan 
to participate should the Soviet Union attack Pakistan (which appears 
unlikely since neither of the countries would benefit from this). It wants 
India either to remain neutral or mired in problems with Bangladesh, Sri 
Lanka, Burma, or Nepal. At the same time, it wants China to give direct military 
aid to Pakistan. China, however, cannot make military pacts with noncommunist 
countries. Why should Red China throw itself into a war over a skirmish 
involving Islamic Pakistan and the capitalist, democratic United States? 
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The United States is Worried that if it were to Press the Afghanistan issue 
too forcefully, the Soviet Union might go berserk, All U.S, and Pakistani 
Politica] and military analysts agree that if an exile S0vernment of Afghan 


Share their long-range Plans. The Russians would never Want to make Pathans 
or the Baluch their enemies, Political Circles have noted Wali Khan's 


The likelihood Of such an event is very small, but we Cannot rule it out 


Vietnam. There Was agreement, however, that Americans would leave their 
Offices in Karachi, Lahore, and Islomabad if there was any Crouble, the way 
their ambassador and his staff €scaped in a military helicopter from his 
Saigon Office in the old American Colony of South Vietnam. President Zia 
is neither Po] Pot, nor Sihanouk, The Americans Should remember that he 
will 8° to the Russians any time, as Ayub Khan did. The Soviets respect 
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up a national government and had mentioned the possibility of the NDP joining 
such a government. President Zia had brought up the formation of such a 
government himself for the sake of national unity. Mr Wali Khan, however, 
rejected it at that time. Now Nawabzada Nasrullah Khan, Ghulam Mustafa 
Jatoi, Mustafa Khar, Benazir Bhutto, and Bizanjo are also in favor of an 
Islamic government. It is possible that President Zia will discuss this 
issue with Prime Minister Junejo on Wali Khan's return from Moscow. Mr Zia 
does not consider the 1973 constitution practical or acceptable by the 
majority. Prime Minister Junejo, Wali Khan, and Bizanjo agree with him. We 
can say that the path to an Islamic government is fairly clear, since the 
MRD and other political and religious groups have also agreed to this change. 
As soon as the government invites these groups, they will discuss this 
proposal. 


Meanwhile, the Americans are trying hard to establish a government of Afghan 
guerrillas in exile, either in Pakistan or in Iran, before such an Islamic 
government is established. They will try to establish the headquarters of 
the Afghan rebels in China, Saudi Arabia, or Egypt. Most Americans, however, 
are against such a step. They do not even want to consider the idea of the 
establishment of a government under the leadership of Zahir Shah. No 
responsible American official has come forward in support of the establishment 
of an exile government of Afghan refugees and of helping them with arms and 
ammunition. President Zia is aware that after the death of Mrs Gandhi, Anwar 
as~Sadat, and the shah of Iran, he has to fulfill the role of leader in this 
region. In order to rise as leader of the nonaligned nations, he has to 
seriously follow the policy adopted by Mrs Gandhi in dealing with the USSR. 
His sending Mr Junejo to the United States and his attendance at a meeting 

in the Northern Area of our country show that he is not afraid of danger. 

The exchange of high-level deputations between the USSR and Pakistan seems 
very likely. 


Our foreign minister's recent trip to the USSR could open the way to visits 
by Junejo or Ziaul Haq. Mr Bhutto had rejected the Soviet proposal to open 
offices and cultural missions in Lahore, ‘ultan, Faizalabad, Sargodha, 
Hydrabad, and Sialkot, as well as to establish a consulate general in Lahore, 
after the military action in Baluchistan. The Russians have revived this 
proposal. It has been learned that the USSR has also proposed to help 
establish modern universities in Lahore, Multan, Sukkur, Dadu, Abbotabad, 
Gilgit, Gwadar, and Loralai or Turbat. It has also offered technical and 
financial assistance to establish medical colleges affiliated to these 
universities. The USSR has also agreed tc employ Pakistani doctors and 
engineers. In addition, it has offered to educate Pakistani students free of 
charge in Russia and to provide free medical treatment to poor Pakistanis in 
Russian hospitals. These offers have not been confirmed by our government, 
but political circles support such mutual cooperation strongly. It would be 
easier for President Zia to establish an Islamic government in Pakistan than 
to struggle to establish a pro-American Afghan government. A government of 
his having friendly relations with the Soviet Union would be much better able 
to counter the Anglo-American bloc. Prime Minister Junejo's trip to the United 
States has not pleased President Zia, because the welcome given to Junejo 
compared to that given to Rajiv Gandhi, appeared almost like the fulfillment 
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of diplomatic protocol. President Zia has not forgotten how unresponsive 
the U.S. vice president was to him in Moscow. He must remember the warm 
welcome accorded to the Chinese deputy foreign minister by the U.S. 
delegation. President Zia must be happy to have Junejo learn how the United 
States treats leaders from democratic countries. He wants Junejo's Muslim 
League party to form a very effective government. No onmehas taken kindly to 
President Reagan's inappropriate threats regarding Pakistan's atomic 
program. The pro-American elements are shocked by it. Even moderate 
Muslims with pro-American views have begun to demand a review of U.S.- 
Pakistani military and economic cooperation. The statements issued by Mian 
Tufail Mohammad and Asghar Khan over the U.S. attack on Libya are good 
examples of this new attitude. Political thinkers in India, Israel, and 

the United States know that a friendship pact between Pakistan and the Soviet 
Union would deal a death blow to U.S. interests in the Middle East and that 
all U.S. bases would become the property of national governments. If the 
Soviet Union should succeed in stopping the war between Iran and Iraq, no 
one would be able to stop the spread of Afghan and Iranian revolution in the 
Middle East. In the Islamic world, only President Zia has the insight to 
realize that their confrontation with the Soviet Union will only strengthen 
the Christian and Jewish countries. He considers it beneficial for 
countries of Islam to cooperate on an equal level. The only event contrary 
to this thinking of our president's has been the crisis in Afghanistan. 


The former Afghan president, Hafiz ollah Amin, who was actually a CIA agent, 
invited in the Soviet Army on the American ambassador's advice. The United 
States did not want this secret to leak out and had their ambassador in 
Afghanistan assassinated by their people, who had infiltrated KHAD, the 
Afghan secret police. Papers confiscated from the U.S. Embassy in Iran 
indicate that the United States wanted to prolong the Iran-Iraq war until 
1990 so as to foil Soviet expansion in the Middle East. President Zia 
changed his strategy after learning these details. He stopped short of 
falling prey to the American schemes and was forced to propose a grand 
military command of Islamic countries. This proposal is still on the back 
burner. 


Now that the prime minister has returned, his 12-day trip to the United 
States and Europe will be discussed in the House and in the assemblies as 
we!l as by the public. The prime minister already touched on the issue in 
his recent press conference. We are sure that demand for a review of 
foreign policy will become very strong. The prime minister will have to 
appoint a politician as foreign minister to perform this delicate task. A 
perfect solution would be the appointment of Nawabzada Nasrualla Khan, if 
he is willing. Some Muslim League members want Sardar Shaukat Hayat Khan 
appointed as foreign minister and Khawaja Safaddar as defense minister. No 
one knows what the prime minister wants. President Zia must have been 
surprised by Mr Junejo's statement in the United States that he had agreed 
to run for election in order to remove Zia's military government. Core 
commanders in the military council and other military associates of President 
Zia would call it a trap set up by the MRD. However, if the pride of 
people [Junejo] is not given appropriate attention, Presicent Zia will have 
no alternative but to hold new or midterm elections or else to establish an 
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Islamic government. President Zia is a profound person. He will surprise 
his opponents inside and outside the government by establishing an Islamic 
government, the same way he fooled Bhutto and made him believe that he would 
not be hanged. This will kill two birds with one stone. President Zia will 
be able to nullify the American conspiracy in progress since the eras of 
Ayub Khan, Yahya Khan, and Bhutto by passing the Shariat bill. Regardless 
of what happens to Junejo, Zia can stay in power for 4 more years by 
cooperatively working with the Soviet Union. 


Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi has presented a plan to establish a national government 
within the next 10 years. Wali Khan has not given any dates, but he has 
indicated his support for such a government by showing his willingness to 
accept postponement of elections if politicians active since 1947 are held 
accountable. This statement shows that Wali Khan has a liking and respect 
for President Zia. Perhaps, President Zia will be willing to review his 
present policies. The report that Wali Khan will be visiting the Soviet 
Union with an important message from Zia to Gorbachev has not been confirmed 
as yet. 
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PAKISTAN 


MARTIAL LAW UNDER ZIA CALLED ‘SERIOUS TRAGEDY' 
Karachi AMN in Urdu 8 Aug 86 p 2 
[Column "From Jumma Khan's Pen"] 


[Excerpt] After the fall of Dacca, the second most serious tragedy in our 
national history is the fact that it was not possible to maintain in force 
the unanimously approved 1973 constitution for more than 4 years and that 
martial law was unjustifiably imposed in the country. The overall martial 
law period of both Ayub Khan and Yahya Khan did not exceed that of the third 
martial law period imposed by General Zia, and the extent of damage to the 
country incurred during the longest period of martial law under General Zia 
was unmatched during the earlier martial law regimes of both Ayub Khan and 
Yahya Khan together. The separatist movement started by politicians in East 
Pakistan during Ayub Khan's regime ended with the formation of Bangladesh 
during the period of Yahya Khan's regime. The longest period of martial law 
during General Zia's regime and the system of government not conforming to 
the 1973 constitution together have set a political fire ablaze, proof of 
which can be seen in the slogans being raised for Sindhudesh, Pakhtoonistan, 
Greater Baluchistan, Saraiki province and confederation. Everyone knows that 
some 2.5 million Afghan refugees have settled in Northwest Frontier Province 
and Baluchistan in the past several years. These Afghan refugees, who are 
very well versed in the use of weapons, go to Afghanistan and return whenever 
they like. Sometimes they bring back heroin, and at other times they return 
with Kalashinkovs. No one knows how many of them are engaged in subversion. 
Some time ago, it was said that the dacoits reign supreme in Sind, and now the 
press in Punjab is also filled with stories of the rapid spread of looting 
incidents as a result of the fact that it has become easy for elements hostile 
to the society to acquire arms and ammunition. Separatist political forces 
can pose a very serious threat by joining hands with these elements. If the 
army is called in to protect the situation, then the pressure on the borders 
could increase. Pakistan is thus threatened with war, while inside the 
country, the threat of a guerrilla attack is also increasing. 





The longest period of martial law under General Zia has caused most damage to 
the reputation of the civil and military bureaucracy. Most politicians are 
openly saying that "the other name for civil officer is corruption and bribery." 
Thus, political violence has marred the dignity of the uniform. During the 
National Alliance movement a policeman could not walk alone on the streets. 

In East Pakistan, too, shortly before the fall of Dacca, the military uniform 
had become a symbol of bitter hatred. 
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The enemies of Pakistan have conspired to have martial law imposed in this 
country, to have the period of its imposition extended, and to have a dictator- 
ship in this country, so that the wave of hatred might spread, particularly in 
the smaller provinces, as swiftly as it did during the separatist movement in 
East Pakistan because of the deprivation of political and economic rights. 
These enemies know very well that when the people start hating the ruling 
power, then this power becomes incapable of confronting internal or external 
pressure, and thus the way for inflicting irreparable loss to Pakistan will be 
paved and an external enemy will not have to deploy military power on a very 
big scale. 


The leader of Jamiat Ulema-e Islam and the head of Ahl-e Sunnat Allama, Shah 
Ahmed Noorani, has advised the nation to be on guard against elements that 
want to put law and order in danger so as not to provide any excuse for the 
imposition of martial law again. 


Maulana Noorani advise is in itself very important. But the question is: 

when Ayub Khan imposed martial law, was there any law and order problem in the 
country? When Yahya Khan enforced martial law in the country, was there any 
real need for it? Similarly, when General Zia declared martial law, was there 
any justification for doing so? Compared with the conditions under which 
martial law were imposed in this country, the conditions in India, Sri Lanka 
and Iran were far worse, and yet martial law was not imposed in those countries 
for a single day. The generals themselves were responsible for enforcing 
martial law; no one forced them to do so. The conditions prevailing in the 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan, which has been called an ideological Islamic 
nation, did not require the institution of martial law for 8 and a half years. 
Actually, the generals did not understand the conspiracy of the enemies, which 
was intended to create hatred against the uniform among the masses and 
threaten the unity and integrity of Pakistan. If our generals had learned a 
lesson from Ayub Khan's imposition of martial law, they would never again have 
imposed martial law in the country. They made a very big mistake in under- 
estimating the long-term political conspiracies of some big powers. If such a 
blunder were to be committed again, inconceivable damage could be done to the 
country. 
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PAKISTAN 


GOVERNMENT URGED TO RESPOND TO MUMTAZ BHUTTO CHALLENGE 
Lahore CHATAN in Urdu 8 Aug 86 p 6 
[Editorial: "What Did Mumtaz Bhutto Say?"] 


[Text] Mumtaz Ali Bhutto, member of the PPP Supreme Committee and former 
governor and chief minister of Sind, has threatened to declare the 
independence of his province if the government does not meet the demands 

of the Baluchi-Pakhtun Front of Sind. This is going to be a tough challenge 
for the regime. Mumtaz Bhutto, one of the group of PPP members who denounced 
the six points of the Awami League as a declaration of separatism, said this 
himself. Even Sheikh Mujib did not say such a thing openly before he was 
arrested. We cannot ignore Mumtaz Bhutto's challenge. He is following in 
the footsteps of the Sikhs, who demanded the creation of Khalistan through 
the Declaration of Anandpur. These men consider themselves to be the "Jagjit 
Singh Chauhan" and "Bhandranwala" of Sind. The president and the prime 
minister should take serious note of these demands. They should make a 
definite decision on the issue after taking the people into their confidence. 
The 4 years remaining until the elections will pass quickly. Then this 
question will crop up again, as it did in 1971, and complicate the politics 
in Sind at the least. This poison (of separatism) is very dangerous for our 
country, because our four provinces are situated on the borders of India, 
Afghanistan, Russia, and China, and this makes it easy for these countries 
to interfere directly in our internal affairs. Instead of ignoring what the 
Front, the MRD, and Miss Bhutto are saying, our government should have a 
referendum on whether the people of Pakistan want a new constitution or 
whether the constitution of 1973 (which stresses Islamic values in its 
present form) is acceptable. If this is not done now, at election time the 
centrifugal, antifederal ideas will poison the political atmosphere in the 
provinces. The nation will again fall under the grip of the regional 
political parties, and the resulting chaos will be uncontrollable even by 
another Yahya Khan or by a military action such as the one in Nigeria. On 
one side, India will be able to carry out a police action in Sind in 
accordance with the secret pact with Mr Bhutto at Simla. On the other side, 
Afghanistan and Russia will be able to provide military help in the creation 
of Pakhtunistan on the borders of Northwest Frontier province and 
Baluchistan on the plea of universal neighborliness. Pakistan's army is too 
small to protect such wide borders and quell internal disturbance at the same 
time. The United States, Iran, and China, in the present international 
situation, will not be able to challenge the Soviets to help Pakistan. Our 
government should read the writing on the wall and devise a more successful 
political plan. 
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PAKISTAN 


JATOI CALLS FOR NEW ELECTIONS, CRITICIZES GOVERNMENT 
Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 8 Aug 86 p 1, 12 


[Interview with Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi by JASARAT panel, date and place not 
given] 


[Excerpts] [Question] What do you think about the present situation in the 
country? What solutions do you offer as a political leader? 


[Answer] The situation in the country is facing all of us. There has been 
no change. The situation, instead of getting better, is deteriorating 
rapidly. Just take a look at the last 6 month. You will agree with me that 
the situation has been getting worse day by day. Our foreign affairs are not 
improving, either. Look at our border with Afghanistan; the frequency and 
intensity of incidents is increasing. While returning from London, I read 
about the destruction of a very important bridge between Baluchistan and 
Afghanistan. When I arrived here, I learned that traffic between Baluchistan 
and Sarhad has also been suspended. 


Violence in Afghanistan, which was sporadic until recently, has become a 
regular occurrence. Look at India. A visit to Pakistan by Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi was confirmed. A visit by the prime minister of a neighboring 
country: with which we had strained relations was a step in the right direction. 
Ziaul Haq has visited India two or three times, while no one had made a 
reciprocal trip to Pakistan until this planned visit by Rajiv Gandhi. Now this 
visit has been canceled. India has charged repeatedly that we are training 
Sikh militants. We do not know if this accusation is correct, but we should 
not provide an opportunity for India to blame us for anything. Our government 
does not tell anyone whether there is any truth in this accusation. If the 
government is involved in any way, it is foolhardy and dangerous. The Sikhs 
are India's internal problem, and we have nothing to gain by involving our 
country in it. If we train Sikhs, the other side will not remain silent. 

We are helping the mujahidin make trouble in Afghanistan, and as a result of 
our involvement, our border areas suffer from attacks from the air, rockets, 
and tanks. Pakistanis have suffered. Our villages have been destroyed, men 
killed, and bridg2s sabotaged. We are giving Afghanistan a reason to attack 
us. Now, we appear to be ready to give India a reason to attack our border 

on that side. We do not have to fight everyone or else stop fighting totally. 
We have to live in this geographic area, and in order to live peacefully, we 
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must strive for a peaceful atmosphere. Who can say that Iran and Pakistan 
are on good terms? I can tell you that we have played into the hands of 
others, and we are working against our own interest by straining relations 
with Iran. Iran used to be our good friend, and now we may have to use our 
armed forces against it. Even within our country, there is little hope for 
living peacefully. The situation in Sind is really very bad. People in 
other provinces also are complaining about the deteriorating atmosphere. 

The situation in Sind is so bad that you would not believe it unless you saw 
it with your own eyes. If you read the news items carefully, you will agree 
that it is the first time in the history of our country that the situation 
has become so ominous. No one, young or old, is safe. Bribery has become a 
common strategy for looting people openly. We cannot find even one department 
where bribery is not practiced. It has become a requirement. People are 
forced to pay bribes just like robbers demand money at gun point. You have 
to pay a bribe whether you want to carry out an underhanded deal or just to 
get what legally belongs to you! The reason for this is the weak government. 
It has no popular support. A government that people support can be success- 
ful. Our government is weak at every level. The provincial governments are 
also very weak, and they receive no support from the people. Most, if not 
all, officeholders got into the government because of the boycott of elections 
by many leaders. If there should be new elections, I am sure no more than 

20 percent of the present legislators would be able to keep their seats. They 
know that they made it to the government because of the vacuum created by the 
boycott. Neither the political parties nor strong leaders took part in those 
elections. They knowthat 80 percent of them will not return when new elec- 
tions are held. They are too busy making hay while the sun shines to pay 
attention tothe people's problems. They know they cannot win election again, 
so they are not going to participate init and waste their money. Real 
representatives would bring the problems of their constituents to the govern- 
ment and fight to solve them. If these representatives were genuine, the 
government would not have to worry about keeping the peace. Real representa- 
tives would have started a no-confidence movement against the government. 
Everyone is too busy working for his own benefit to combat the problems. The 
one and the only solution to the country's internal and external problems is 
to hold elections in accordance with the 1973 constitution. We could have a 
strong legislative system if elections were hela on a party basis. I am 
positive that the legislative bodies formed under such a system would be very 
effective in solving problems and would receive popular support. What is 
wrong with ho_ding new elections? Why is there talk about 1990 again and 
again? The holding of midterm elections is a common practice in democratic 
countries. During the 1977 @lections, the fraud in 18 districts attracted 

so much attention that the government was forced to order new elections. The 
government, however, also used this as an excuse to implement the martial 

law regime. If we could say that dishonesty in 18 ballot booths made the 1977 
assemblies invalid, then the present assemblies are also unacceptable. Every 
assembly seat at present is occupied by someone who does not represent his 
constituents. At that time, no political party boycotted the elections. 

All of the opposition parties joined together to fight the Pakistan People's 
Party. The members of all parties managed to gain seats, and still these 
assemblies were considered unfit to form a government. They demanded 
elections all over again. The recent elections were openly boycotted by 11 
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political parties, including some of the MRD parties as well as the all power- 
ful Jamiat-ul-Ulema-i-Pakistan (JUP). Many provincial parties also boycotted 
these elections. What happened to the two parties that participated in 

these elections? The leadership of Jamaat-i-Islami (JI) all but disappeared. 
It had some young people elected, but the veteran members of this party 

were rejected because of their connections with the martial law regime. 
Similarly, all ministers from the martial law era were also denied seats. 

The public identified them with martial law. Honest elections would have 
given us something different. Pir Sahib Pagara has announced that the Muslim 
League would boycott elections held on a party basis. Have you ever heard 

a party leader in a democratic country (where elections are held on a party 
basis) declare that he would not participate in elections if parties were 
recognized? This is the first time we have heard such a thing. Why did he 
say that? No candidates from his party won any seats. A party had to be 
formed when the government was established. The Muslim League jumped at the 
chance. Now everyone has joined the Muslim League. I can promise that if 
the Muslim League government, which boasts two-thirds of the assembly member- 
ship, were dissolved, there would be only 20 members of the Muslim League 
party left. This assembly and the government got where they are without 

any platform or program. Almost all of the assembly members lack any party 
backing. An independence member has no loyalty. People cannot ask him to 
help them. No one has any sense of responsibility. These members know that 
they won their seats either through personal influence or money. They do not 
consider that they owe anything to anyone or to the country. If this was a 
democratic country, they would have been thinking about the welfare of the 
country and not about their seats. The only answer to this problem is to hold 
elections on a party basis. Let a party with a good program and popular 
support form a government. 


[Question] Mr Jatoi, your analysis indicates that the government does not 
want to hold elections until 1990. Do you believe that political parties can 
form an alliance to force the government to hold elections based on the 1973 
constitution? 


[Answer] There is no alternative for political parties but to form a coali- 
tion. I support this idea and will work for it. I would like for a party 
that wins the election to form a national government with the help of other 
parties. I would like to have a national government remain for 10 years, 

so that the whole nation would work together to solve the country's problems. 
By a national government, I do not mean a government formed by 20 political 
parties. All I am suggesting is cooperation with at least three other 
political parties that come in second, third, and fourth in those elections. 
This would be a very stable government, as it would have the backing of at 
least 80 percent of the voters. We should keep such a government for at 
least 5 years if it is not possible to keep it for 10 years. If the present 
government does not announce plans to hold elections within a month or so, 
you will see the formation of a large platform that will force it to do so. 
Once again we have the same problem. The Pakistani Government always waits 
for violent demonstrations before deciding to hold elections. We do not 
want destruction. The government should try to understand what the people 
want. If the government does not have an instrument to record people's views, 
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then this government is not worth its salt. The possibility to which you 
alluded is coming very close. 


[Question] Khawaja Khairuddin has hinted that you are planning to form a 
new party after Moharram. Is this true? 


[Answer] Moharram is a little too far away. I have called for a national 
convention of political workers for 30 and 31 August. 


[Question] Will the PPP members participate in it? 


[Answer] The PPP members who have suffered jail sentences, lost their young 
sons and daughters, and been beaten in public will participate in this 
convention. This is not a "watertight" compartment. People who support our 
philosophy will also participate in this convention. Those who want to work 
with us are welcome. The majority, however, will be from the PPP. 


[Question] Mr Jatoi, the whole country knows that you have made many sacri- 
fices for the PPP. Even you opponents recognize your work. Your efforts to 
restore democracy have cleansed the PPP of some of its old sins. Now, why 
are you starting a new platform instead of just helping this party? Is there 
really a possibility of forming anew political party? 


[Answer] It is true that I am in the process of forming a new political party. 
Even though it is my "home," I do not belong in the PPP anymore. The founder 
of this aprty was my friend, my brother, and my leader, the late Zulfigar Ali 
Bhutto. He built this house, this castle. One man alone cannot build a 
house. I also did my share. I contributed four bags of cement and laid 

four bricks. I made many sacrifices for Bhutto even before the party was 
formed. Bhutto and I were members of the same party, the Convention League. 
I was a member of the Parliament, and Mr Bhutto was the foreign minister at 
that time. Ayub Khan was also a good friend. He used to be my guest in 
Nawabshah every year. He respected me very much. It was a very difficult 
decision for me when Ayub Khan threw Bhutto out of his government in July 
1966. On one side was the president of the country with whom I had very good 
relations, and on the other side was a friend who was thrown out of the 
government. Whom should I join? I remembered my late father's advice. He 
told me never to leave a friend, especially one in trouble. I was sure that 
the world would not blame me for leaving Ayub Khan, but it would have blamed 
me for not following Bhutto. Everyone would have said that I did not have 
the nerve to cross Ayub Khan because he was the president and that I had 
betrayed a friend. I stayed with Bhutto from the very day he left Islamabad. 
I ask if any MNA (member of tne National Assembly) dared to see Bhutto off. 
When he left by the Khyber Mail, only 3 of the 250 members of the National 
Assembly came to say goodby to him. Ghulam Mustafa Khar, Ghulam Mustafa 
Jatoi, and Masiah-ul Rahman from East Pakistan were there because of their 
friendship with Mr Bhutto. They belonged to another party and not to the 
Convention League. I am sure that if Mumtaz Ali Bhutto had been around, 

he would also have come to the railway station. He always supported Mr 
Bhutto and is his relative. We started our struggle on that day. When 
Bhutto was thrown out of the government in June or July of 1966, did anyone 
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believe that Ayub Khan would be ousted in March 1969? No one could have 
imagined that Ayub Khan would lose power within 3 years! Who could have 
thoure*t that there would be elections in 1970 and that we would form a 
government? Who knew that East Pakistan would be lost and that Mr Bhutto 
would become the prime minister of this country? I burned my bridges at 

that time, severing relations with Ayub Khan, and joined forces with Mr Bhutto. 
@® discussed whether to start a new party, join the Muslim League or another 
party. The Muslim League offered us its leadership. We considered this 
offer, but we decided upon forming a new political party. The country needed 
a new party, a new program, and a new name. In order to influence me they 
started a case against Bhutto, Ghulam Mujtaba and Mr Khar. The case against 
Mr Khar was really ridiculous. The story goes that Mr Khar was traveling in 
a jeep with his brother. They passed a farmer and his wife carrying hay on 
their heads. Mr Khar, according to the case, stopped his jeep and stole hay 
from those farmers. All these cases were started to harass me. Ayub Khan 
was worried that other members would rebel like Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi and 
Ghulam Mustafa Khar. We ignored all this and stayed together. The PPP was 
successful, and Mr Bhutto showered me with rewards. I was in the federal 
government and then I wasthe chief minister of Sind. I stayed with Mr 
Bhutto when the martial law regime was started. I was in the forefront in 
making sacrifices. You have mentioned what I did in 1983. I did it as my 
duty and not as an obligation. It was all done to save the nation. I still 
believe that Pakistan and martial law cannot coexist. Pakistan and democracy 
go together. Democracy can keep this country strong and united. Pakistan's 
safety lies in democratic government. As long as every citizen of Pakistan 
does not get his right, Pakistan will not be strong and united. 
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PAKISTAN 


MRD POLITICAL DECLARATION DESCRIBED AS ‘DISAPPOINTING’ 
Lahore CHATAN in Urdu 8 Aug 86 pp 5-6 
[Editorial: "What Next, MRD?"] 


[Text] The MRD, the half-dead and totally ineffective crowd of unregistered 
and unelected opposition parties, has threatened to start a nationwide 
campaign of civil disobedience unless President Ziaul Haq unconditionally 
resigns from his post on the 20th of this month and schedules new elections 
for 21 December, in accordance with a reinstated and amended constitution 
of 1973. 


The amendments that the MRD has unanimously agreed upon are (1) that the 
federal government should control only defense, foreign affairs, and 
communications, and (2) that other powers should be vested in the provinces. 
In this regard the MRD does not want to negotiate with the regime, but to 
challenge it at every step. The MRD demands are even more uncompromising 
than those of the PNA, which means that its purpose is only to engage in 
political combat with the government. Now the regime faces only two 
alternatives: Either it must start a political campaign against the MRD 
and try to beat it in elections, in which case martial law will have to be 
reimposed and the faces will change but the situation will remain exactly 
what it is today, or else the regime can put these demands before the full 
bench of the Supreme Court to find out if they fall within the rights 
granted by the constitution. If the Supreme Court decides that the demands 
of the MRD are unconstitutional, the party could be banned. This might 
lead to nationwide protests, which would bring back the situation of 
1969-70 or that of 1977. The resulting political chaos would have to be 
controlled with the help of martial law. The MRD, by adopting an 
uncomprewising political attitude, has trapped itself in a blind alley. 

The regime can now talk about negotiations, but the MRD cannot. 


The MRD demands give 20 September as the deadline for the president's 
resignation, but they fail to specify who, if not the president, will 
manage the elections. Will it be Mr Junejo, who was nominated by Zia, or a 
new martial law administrator? The political parties comprising MRD took 
part in the elections of 1970. In the past they have often demanded that 
elections be held under the supervision of the army or the high court. But 
the MRD's demands made on 2 August are different from, or perhaps we should 
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say contradictory to, its position on previous occasions. The MRD demands 
seem to be an echo of the demands made by the PNA to Mr Bhutto, the former 
prime minister. At that time General Zia persuaded Mr Bhutto to negotiate 
with the opposition. But now that Zia has been asked to step down, what 
power, party, or person is there to persuade Mr Junejo to negotiate with the 
opposition? The MRD has to answer this basic question. Are these lovers of 
the constitution trying to bring the country another spell of military rule? 


The MRD should not have played its trump card so early. Now its power can 
be torn to shreds in its combat with the regime. Miss Bhutto does have some 
flexibility in her demands, but the MRD is quite unbending in its attitude. 
It seems to have reached a point of no-return. This mentality is quite 
devoid of foresight and diplomacy. The MRD declaration is a disappointing 
document. It will make political affairs in the country more complex than 
before. The MRD is preparing the ground for another period of martial law. 
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PAKISTAN 


EDITORIAL DISCUSSES SIND HIGHWAY HAZARD POSED BY DACOITS 
Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 4 Aug 86 p 3 
[Editorial "Highways of Fear"] 


[Excerpt] Members of the Karachi Goods Carrier Association during a press 
conference the other day stated that the looting of trucks on Sind highways 
has become an everyday occurrence and that goods worth more than 20 million 
rupees were stolen on the superhighways alone last month. Three drivers 

were killed for offering resistance, and the legs and hands of another driver 
were cut off. Dacoits kidnap drivers and take them as hostages; only recently, 
the sum of 120,000 rupees was paid to obtain the .elease of one driver. At 
the press conference, it was alleged that some Sindhi landowners have divided 
the super highways among themselves. These landowners have in their posses- 
sion the most modern weapons and vehicles, and the police are helpless in com- 
parison. Lawlessness on the superhighways begins just 10 miles outside city 
limits. The members of the association announced at the press conference that 
until their security is guaranteed on the superhighways, the national highways 
and the highways of Sind, they will continue their strike and the transporta- 
tion of goods will remain at a standstill. The picture of law and order sit- 
uation on the highways drawn by the owners of trucks is not different from 
that of the overall situation in Sind, except that the owners of trucks looted 
on the highways have an organization of their own which can bring effective 
pressure to bear on the government through collective protests and by stopping 
the transportation of goods. In contrast, the ordinary people who are victims 
of these dacoits do not have an organization, nor can they force the govern- 
ment in any way to take steps for their safety. But the most serious aspect 
of the prevailing situation as described during the press conference was the 
allegation that just as the landowners, who are supporters of the highway rob- 
bers, divided up the highways, they have also divided the cities and villages 
among themselves. They not only orchestrate the highway robbery, but they 
also afford the robbers securitv. This is not surprising; it is no secret as 
to where the dacoits take shelter after their nefarious activities. Without 
the support of the waderas, i.e., landowners, they would not be able to con- 
tinue their activities for a single day. If the landowners were to refuse to 
provide shelter to the criminals in their region, then the latter would not 
know where to hide. But the landowners, by providing shelter to the dacoits 
and murderers, not only enhance the reputation of the latter, but with their 
help they also crush their own opponents. Now the dacoits constitute a very 
big source of their income. The waderas not only take a big portion of the 
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stolen goods as their share, but they also receive one-fourth of the sum of 
money paid as ransom for releasing the hostages. They appear before the ad- 
ministration as upstanding citizens acting as intermediaries to secure the 
release of hostages. 


The truckowners, besides citing the example of the payment of 120,000 rupees 
to secure the release of a driver, also told of the effrontery of dacoits 

who stole a computer consigned to a high-ranking person. The computer was 
recovered on payment of 7,000 rupees through the intervention of the chairman 
of a local zakat and ushr committee. The question arises as to who these 
intermediaries are who have such relations with the dacoits and have influence 
over them. Are these so-called reputable people not working as commission 
agents? There have been reports that after a kidnapping, an important person- 
age in the region would contact the relatives of the hostage, saying that a 
"party" was present, and that they should provide a certain sum of money in 
return for the hostage or else the "party" would leave. Such instances have 
created the impression that they are all collaborating, and that the influen- 
tial people themselves arrange for the kidnapping, decide the amount of money 
to be paid as ransom for the person's release and receive their share of th’s 
money as a commission. Now the police, too, have started establishing con- 
tacts with such commission agents, although these are the people they should 
be arresting first of all. Such people, too, certainly have the most modern 
weapons and arms and ammunition. Otherwise, the law and order situation can- 
not be improved, nor can the highways, cities, towns and villages be made 

safe and secure. We suspect that such commission agents have now entered 

the ranks of government and the administration as well. Perhaps the govern- 
ment cannot take action against them, particularly under the prevailing condi- 
tions wherzin the government needs the support of as many people as possible 
in the interior of Sind and as such may not have the courage to antagoniz2 
even the criminals and their supporters. But the government should not forget 
that such elements are close to their opponents. They can use the government 
as a refuge for their ignoble acts and at the same time continue to destabilize 
the government. It may be stated here that the stability of a government that 
does not take action against thieves, dacoits, murderers and criminals cannot 
be guaranteed. The ruling Muslim League is faced with innumerable challenges. 
Although the prevailing lawlessness is not of its making during its short 
period of rule--it is a legacy of the long period of martial law--it will have 
to reap the fruits. It should take responsibility for this situation because 
it came to power so easily, although it will not be easy to maintain that power. 
The Muslim League has a shadowy past that is in no way something to boast about. 
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